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INTRODUCTION

I The of 4 Story — romance
13 known to us m 1ts best and purest form through the
lays and romances that were produced in France durmg
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries It 18 a body of pre-
emmnently imagmative hterature, and although it reflects
the chivalnc hfe of France at the time m which 1t was
composed, 1t deals essentially with a world of

de geste, the great Carolmgian epics, represent French
national legend It 1 a composite whole, which embodies
Onental stories, bits of classical myth, and above all Celtic
tradition,—those ““1dle and pleasant tales of Britam,” as
they were called by a twelfth-century French poet, Jean
Bodel, who justly gave to the Arthurian matenal the
designation that has ever since clung to 1t, ** the matter of
Britam ' In this matenal the central name, but not the
‘most promment figure, 18 that of Arthur, King of Brtam,
for Arthur himself mn the romances 1s hitle more than a
r01 fasméamt, who remams m the background, while the
true glory of adventure belongs to the kmights whose
proudest boast 1t 1s that they are attached to his court
Never could lus name have become so potent, 1if he had not
m earher tradition been accredited with more vahant
deeds than he accomphshes m romance

It 1s not m the romances alone, however, that Arthunan
story 18 recorded, and such hght as we have upon Arthur’s
early fame 15 shed from hterature of a different class The
‘medizeval chronicles are a valuable source for our knowledge
of the legend, which although 1t has but a slender historical
bass, rests upon established fact Nothing apparently could

3 Chamson des Saxswes (ed Michel, Pans, 1839), vs 6 ff
i
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be much further removed from the field of romance than
what we are too prone to regard as the and waste of the
chronicles of the middle ages They are almost wholly
‘monastic compositions and from the sixth to the sixteenth
centuries formed an mmportant part of the productions that
emanated from the clossters of Europe m both Latm and
the vernacular  Ongnally, with some few exceptions, hittle
more than bare annals sethng down the events of a given
year, they came to assume a more elaborate form, to give
greater space to detal, and m ther most flounshmg peniod,

extends

record Arthunan matzru.\‘ and although they supply us
with an branch of with
the exception of those written by Geoffrey of Monmouth,
Wace, and Layamon, they cannot be sud to make truly
mportant additions to our knowledge of the cycle

Geoffrey of Monmouth has been called agam and agam
the father of Arthunan romance, and 1t 13 primanly his
position as an Arthunan chromcler that will engage our
attention here To appreciate his work, we must know
what matenial he had before lum, and where he had found
already painted a picture of

« that Kynge Artour,
Of whom the Bretons speken m ‘honour **

For the alphabet of Arthunan hustory we turn to a still
earher chromcle than that of Geoffrey ~ This 1s the Historia
Brstonum (“ History of the Britons ), a brief Latin treatise,
of which the authorship and date still remam highly
problematic, m spite of the claborate critical discussion to

which 1t has been subjected ® It 1s, however, generally
1The Arthunan matenal m the chronicles has
dscumed by B KR Shecees sad Neter an Emisiopy ond

Fletcber 1a
Luterature, mﬂm),:mto-m:mmhmy

t

the subject 18 Newnsus Vindscatus

Lw‘kinxlg;) T latg 1 Znmnee. "Sen, however, o an t

hi , Studses and Notes in Philology and .
on 5.
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attributed m 1ts present form to Nennus, a native of South
Wales, who 15 believed to have amplfied and redacted,
about the year 826, a compilation of the seventh or eighth

century, of extracts from a Lsfe of St Germanus
added to a bref History of Britam wntten m 679, mto
which stll other matenal had been mterpolated before
Nenmus worked 1t over mto the Historia Brilonum that
always passes under hus name  The sections that concern
ns here give an account of the regn of the wicked British
lung, Vortigern, under whom the Britons lived m contmual

succeeded m making a settlement After the death of
Vortigern, Nennus contimues, the Saxons grew strong and
multiphed  “ Then Arthur, togcther with the kungs of the
Britons, fonght agamst them 1 those days, but he himself
was leader of the battles” Here follow thc names of
twelvo battles  * The eighth was at the fortress Gummon,
when Arthur bore the image of the ever-blessed Virgm
Mary on his shoulders, and on that day the pagans were
put to flght and the slaughter of them was great by virtue
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by virtue of the Holy Virgm
Mary, hus Mother The twelith battle was at Mount
Badon, when Arthur mn one day slew mme hundred and
sixty men i one onslaught, no one Jaxd them low save he
alone, and m all the battles he was victor "1 In the so-
called misrabiha, a list of natural phenomena of Bnitam,
appended to the Historsa by Nennwms or some earher re-
dactor, one of the wonders 15 said to be a stone m the pro-
vance of Buelt, on which the hound of Arthur, the warrior,
had left the print of hus foot, when Arthur was huntmg the
boar Troynt, and if 1t were removed from the pile of
stones which Arthur had heaped up beneath 1t, on the
next day 1t would reappear i 1ts place Another of the
wonders 15 the tomb of Anir m Ercng  Anir was the son
of Arthur, the warrior who killed and buried him there,
and Ius tomb never twice measures the same length ®

The section of the Historia Britonum m which, Arthur 15
mentioned was almost certamly contamed m the work
before 1t reached the hands of Nennms ~We may, there-

*Chap 6. *Chap 73
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fore, safely assume that our earhist record of Arthur
belongs approximately to an unknown date prior to the
nith century, when Nennius made his redaction, and we
may accept 1t as an hustoric fact that there lived 1 Britam
at the time of the Saxon mvasions m the fifth century !
a valant warnor, named Arthur, who held a mihtary
ponﬂmoianthonty,lmdwho led his countrymen m
victorious confhict agamst ther Saxon foes Even before
themnthcentnryamrylmngagehndmtmllyhegun

a smgle battle, that he hunted a boar, which we know
from other sources was enchanted, that he was the owner of
:mnvul]nus dog, and evidently the bulder of a tomb of
propertics It hasm fact recently been demonstrated
Hhat even the battle of Mount Badon 15 an importation
mto the authentic list of Arthur’s victories, masmuch as
1t was really fought two centuries after us time, and that
a famous battle m the Saxon campaign 1t was worked
into the Hisioria Brifonum as one of the glories of Arthur’s
career 3
For a hundred and fifty years after Nennuus, the chro-
of

under the year 516 he made the following entry —* Battle
1n” The disousston of the chronology of by A W WadeE:

Y Cymmrodor, B, agro), 133 &, e T oA Archacs

Victories, Tathertd placed 1 the sixth, probably beloog o the ith
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of Badon, n which Arthur carmed the cross of oar Lord

fashion, from
to what had come to be regarded as the great and deasive
battle of Arthur’s career? There 1s a further note for the

monk of
nmblhonntnpmducemmthanatymcalmmhshchmmdc
In 1125 he wrote lus Gesta Regum Anglorum (* Explotts of
the Enghsh Kings ), m which he followed his precursors
closely 8o far as possible, adopting where their versions were
inconsistent an eclectic method, presenting therr facts with
a certam elegance of style, and enlivenmng s narrative
with popular tales and songs In his account of the Saxon
couquest, one paragraph 15 important for our purpose
Here he tells us that when the strength of the Britons was

weaker after the death of Vortigern's son, the

general, auded by the warlike Arthur “ He 15 the Arthur
about whom the Bntons rave m empty words, but who,
m truth, 18 worthy to be the subject, not of decextful tales

, recorded first in a thirteenth-century

He hum an of the
Blessed Virgin wniter of the Annales ly knew
lus legend, which has come down ‘a Source two ht and
fifty years later than he, and con it ly or unwittingly,
with the story that Neanius gives _ The
related that Asthur bore the on

, and the statement m“h‘hﬂ!llmh-lmﬂg
which must be a Welsh tradition, 1s a ween the

¥'See Wade-Evans as above, bp. 126, 131,
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mddmmsbntoftmehumry for he was long the prop
of lus tottenmg fatherland, and ‘spurred the broken spints

story, not yet identified, was made the subject of a carving
on the archivolt of the north-east portal of the cathedral
atModena 3 Even more significant of the hold that Arthar
had on the affections of lus people 15 the account written
about the year 1146, describing a journey that some monks
from Laon m Bnttany made to England mn 1113 The men
of Devon pomted ont to them among the rocks of their coast
“* the chair and the oven of that Kmg Arthur renowned mn
the stories of the Britons, ” and when n the church at
Bodmun 1 Cornwall, one of their servants dared question
the statement of a certamn Cormish man that Arthur still
hved, he receved a blow for lus tementy, and speedily
‘became the centre of a small rot, which was quelled with
dufficulty 1n spite of the restramts of the sanctuary 4 Itis
clear, then, that before the tme of Geoffrey, the legend

1B4 Stubbs (Rolls Seres), 1887-1880, p 11

-lnr.nmtaunn. valuable discussion of the early occurrence
e n ) wnlm,nepmpn,mxwu
T i e o e
ﬂ";’ﬁm T duscussions, eatun, Sioa o arte liatians, 1113

“For a complete acpount of hulludent,nllmmu Zatschrift
fhr framsisische Spracke und Literatuy X111 106 £
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had assnmed real mmportance, and that by the year 1113

belicved m by

chenshed therr memory The ““ hope of Britam ” (Pesper-
ance de Bretaigne), as 1t 1s called, was no ightly held trad:-
tion  No taunt at a vaguc expectation would have stirred
a quarrel within the sacred precincts of a Cormsh church,
1t was a deeply rooted behef, we may be sure, among the
Britons of this time, that death could not forever withhold
the brave leader from his vanquished fellow-countrymen,
and that Arthur would surely come back to them

Very scanty mformation of the Arthur of Welsh tradrtion
before the twelfth century has reached us  Practically our
only rehable picture of him 15 1 Kilbwch and Olwen, one
of the tales contamed m the Red Book of Hergest, a Welsh
manuscript belongmg to the first half of the fourteenth
century, which, under the title Mabsnogion, has been trans-
lated mto English with great distinction by Lady Charlotte
Guest While five of these stories arc connected with the
Arthunan cycle, only two of the five, Kslhwch and Olwen
and the Dream of Rhonabwy are uncontammated by the
French and Enghsh romances, and show what we may
regard as pure Welsh tradition, and even thus m the latter
15 not untmged by Insh mfluence Of these two tales the
former 15 the more distinctly pnmrtive n character, and
gives the more recogmsably early conception of Arthur
The exact date of composition 15 uncertam, but whatever
1t be, the present form bears indications of a farrly long
growth of legend about an archaic

The story represents Arthur as the mighty Kmg of
Bntam, surrounded by an enormous following of warrors
To s hall none may gamn entrance but “ the son of a king

it marvellons atiabotes  One of his followers, by stand-
ing on the highest mountam mn the world can make 1t a
plam beneath his feet, another can suck dry the sea on
which are three hundred ships,—* he was broad-chested, *
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stull another can spread hus red, untrmmed beard over the

achievement of which 1s the price set upon the hand of the

of the shape-shifting cubs of a she-wolf, the pursuit of &
wild man, the great hunt of the ferocious magic boar
Trwyth, the scarch for the blood of a witch No sooner 15
one adventure accomphshed than the king 13 ready for the
mnext ‘“Which of the marvels will 1t be best for us to
seck now? ” 15 hus eager question as soon as each exploit
1sended He 1s essentilly a mighty prince, not of historic
Bratam, bat of a fairy world, the undaunted performer, not
of the deeds of kmght-errantry, but of supernataral adven-
tures Plamly the pnmitive traditions that are character-
1stic of Wales and her early mythology! have become
connected with the British hero, whose victories m war
Neanins recorded

Of thus, then, we may feel assured —that before the

of the

Such was the general attitude of the Britons toward Arthur
at the time when lus story began to occupy the atteation
of of Monmouth

II Geoffrey of Monmouih —To all students of Geoffrey
of Monmouth’s great work, the Historia Regum Brianma
(* History of the Kings of Britam ”), he becomes a vivid
personality, yet about his Life wo have scanty mformation
Even of the date of his birth we know nothmg more definite
than that 1t was sufficiently long before 1129 for lum to be

charter o He was a Welshman, and
he gave humself the title Monumeiensss (* of Monmouth ™),
w use Monmouth was his place, or

1 For the that Arthur Celtlc divimity, seo
3 o the theory "-;:-:’:imnnyu vinity,
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because he was educated at the Benedictme
there, we cannot determme  Of his parents we may say
only that lus father appears to have been named Arthur
Geofirey was appomted archdeacon of Llandaff probably
m 1140, when hus uncle Uchtryd, who had been archdeacon,
was made bishop It looks as if his life as an ecclesiastic
were not of vital moment to Geofirey, for he postponed his
ordmation to the priesthood until a few days before he was
consecrated m 1152, 83 bishop of the small and impecunious
see of St Asaph, which he had never visited at the tume of
Ius death, three years later, at

‘Whether the priesthood was dear to Geoffrey’s heart or
not, there 15 1o question that he had long coveted prefer-
ment 1 the church, which came to hin so late and m so

ecclesiastics as well as nobles were the patrons of letters
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hada facile nature, an eager
and a distinctly mventive tam of mind, he was a student,
an accomplished Latin scholar, and the master of a finished
Latn style Quickly he percerved the trend of men’s
thoughts, and saw an opportumty of winning distmction
for

Abont the year 1135, probably with the scheme of a
greater work already m mind, he put out a “feeler ” m
the shape of a bnef Latm tract, known as the Libellus
Merlms (** Little Book of Merlin ”’), mn which he mntroduced
to hus readers a mysterious youth, the son of a princess of
South Wales and her other-world lover, gifted with pro-

power, and called Merisnus (Merlm), the Latimsed

prophecies relatng chiefly to the Saxon wars, delivered to
Vortigern by Merlm, to these Geoffrey prefixed as mtro-
duction the story of a supernatural boy, Ambross, and

Merln “ was also called Ambrose” The entire work he
dedicated to Alexander, Bishop of Lincoln, m a letter
sufficiently eulogistic to be a high bid for the prelates’
favour Thus Libellus Merfims bas come down to s only

says that he had reached that pomt m hus history (namely,
the scene where Merhn beguns to prophesy to Vortigern),
when, “ the subject of public discourse happenmg to be
concernng Merlmn,” he was persuaded by the urgent
of and especally of
to publsh Ius translation of Merin’s prophecies This
remark Geoffrey, knowing that nothmg succeeds hike suc-
cess, doubtless made with the full consciousncss that his
own already published tract had drawn publc discourse to
1o
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Merhm, a figure about whom we have no direct imnformation
that antedates the Historsa Moreover, we know that the
Libellus Merkns met at once with credence and favour,!
and 1ts reappearance 1n the Historia, as Geoffrey must have
foreseen, would only tend to mcrease the populanty of the
latter

It 18 practically certam that before Geoffrey pul
the Libellus, he had begun to write the Histora
Britanmsa, which we know that he had composed (whether
m the form that has come down to us or not) as early as

21t was known 1 X Refore 1218, o form m 0 of the
-Fu-dm-mnlm'qunm-w‘w& wrote a
mumnoih:hmym MW odern

Association of America, XV1, 461 f1.



oceurred fo hum, e says, that 2 hstory of the Kngs of
Britam would form an excellent subject for a book, and that

“Now, whilst 1 was thus thinkmg upon such

Archdeadon of Oxford, a man learned mot only m the art of

Dut 1 the histones of foreign me a certam most anaent

book 1n the Bratish language, that did set forth the doings of them

m due sucocsson and order from Brute, the first

anward"to Codwaliader, tho som of Cidwalo, ail told w stones of

Cxceeding beaut Tequest, therefore, ‘that never have
‘Howers of speeh an’other mezts little gardens, and am

‘mine own rustic manner of speech and mine own writing-

m,mlm;lmepmmtmﬂnummmmmhm
had

Walter,
ce,

ik

For ‘my page with high-flown 1
Shodid only have .m_' o Ty readers By sommpeng
them to more time over mﬁlnm(ulm ‘words than upon

the dnft of my story *
These words are evidently not to be taken au pred de
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wished to depart from 1t. Come ks hores dist, “as the
book saith,” 15 a common mgnal that a statement made
probably out of the writer’s own head 15

bumself

of Britons, seemg that Mu“m\dmbwkhdu
which Walter, Archdeacon of Oxlord, did convey butber out of
ttany, the which beng truly 1ssued,
Em,iunmm-mmnzupmofmmmm
tin speech *
Willam of Newburgh® wntng somewhat later m the
century dad, 1t 18 true, purmtthevul.loihmmchnptm

-]
I

from a deswre to please the Britons Som: were

mchned to make Geoffrey’s the subject of
us C: A at about the same

1 XI,

*ic, the time the death of Cadwallader
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time that William of Newburgh was giving veat to his

work greatly to his liang, which none but a calmly andac-
ous writer could have carried through  He amed to flatter
the Norman conquerors by displaymg the greatness of the
neethatthcyhadnbdned to satisfy therr cunomity by

to them Tustonic records

he judged the taste of hus contemporanes may be guaged
by the success which the Historsa at once achieved It

won m England

and on the Continent An acquamtance with 1ts contents

soon became a necessary part of an equpment for polite

society, and speedily chroniclers began to treat 1t as one

of the important authonities to be repeated m any serous
account of Britsh history

Althongh Geoffrey’s special clamm to distinction m our

romantic story of lus birth He 1s the son of the great



Introduction xxi

British king Uther Pendragon, who falls madly m love with
Igemna, the beautiful young wife of the Duke of Cornwall,
wins access to her by the shapeshifting devices of the
enchanter Merhn, and thus becomes the father of Arthur
At the age of fifteen years Arthur succeeds to the throne
of Britam, and loses no time m entermg upon a series of
victorions campaigns agamst the Saxons, Picts, and Scots
Ireland, Iceland, Gothland, and the Orkneys Twelve

umself,
mortally wounded, 15 carried from the field to the 1sland of
Avalon to be healed

For tius remarkable istory Geofirey used the account

Iips of the British, he proceeded with the zest of a born
raconteur to create a new Arthur for his Norman readers
In lus hands his hero becomes more than a vahant champon
of hus people, he 15 an 1mpenal conqueror, a performer of
darmg explorts, and the splendid king of a Norman court.
The Saxon victonies of Nennus's dus bellorum pale beside
the extensive foreign campaigns of Geoffrey’s Arthur, who
with the true lust for mperialism gloats over the awe that

does not supply hum with Ius only opportumty for dis-

lumself, romantic adventures also agreeably
checker bus career,—a duel with the gant Ritho, a fight
with the gant of Mont St Michel for the succour of a



with Arthur  They blossomed, 1t 15 true, in thewr richest
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mnvited unto hum all soever of most prowess from far-off
Iangdoms, and began to hold such courtly fashion m
Ius household as begat rivalry amongst peoples at a dis-
tance” He 1s a shinmg example of hiberality, an essential
quality m courtly demeanour Even highway robbery
afforded m the Europe of the middle agesa convenient and
pmﬁublemmmrammmmmmum
propenstties too liberal for hus purse, and Arthur,
hmgmpovmahedhmnl!bybubmngmmfmdy
resorted to the sword to slake his thirst for munificence

* Far he that hath within him a bountiful nature along with prowess,
Sout that be 12 lackng for o tune, nathclow m a0 wie shall ty

1 winl t, that of ‘ it ll kc hdd the of
h ""’,J,‘;""m..e s s °"‘" o ety
But the all-important virtues of mésure (moderation, the
observance of the golden mean m all the acts of life) and
of love without which, according to the chrvalnc code, no

the chivalnc ideals of a Norman court, but he does not
y represent the laws of courtly behaviour which

story that he permanently mtroduced mto the cycle He
established Arthur’s place m the British royal me, and
gave lum a heroic birth-story  He first drew a clear picture
of the enchanter Merlm,! one of the most mportant, uld

thehteero(whmhﬂlmuemdlmtmnnh

cunous Latin poem, the Vida Merims ( Life of Merin "), wnitten
lbvntxul rocounting adventures evemtones ot Mg ook relatod s m)b-am,
‘usually, but not unquestionably, attnbuted to Geofirey
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believe, 18 a rationalised remnant of an early mythological
tale,

We are to turn to the Hisloria, then, feelng that we are
to read not a chronicle, but a romance of early Brtsh
hustory, the work of a most skilful combuer, who handled
hus matersal with mterest and mgenmty - What he has done
for Arthunian romance 13 absolutely clear He rased a
national hero, already the centre of legend and myth, to
the rank of an 1mpenal monarch, he substrtuted for an
uncouth a polshed enfourage, for eatly Brith customs
those of Norman England, he estabhshed certam permaneat
elements of Artharan romance, he clothed myth m the
garb of lustory  Above all he gave a digified place m
Interatore to popular national story He determmed
definttely the form m which Arthunan history appeared m
the chromeles, a form that substantually does not vary for
many centuries

LUCY ALLEN PATON

DGE,
Moreh 911
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GEOFFREY OF MONMOUTH’S HISTORIES

OF THE

KINGS OF BRITAIN

BOOK I

CHAPTER I

OFIENTIMES m turning over mn mme own mind the many
themes that might be subject-matter of a book, my thoughts
would fall upon the plan of writmg a history of the Kings of
Britam, and m my musings thereupon meseemed 1t a marvel
that, beyond such mention as Gildas and Bede have made of
them m ther Jummous tractate, nought could I find as
conummgthekmgstlnthlddnhml?mbdomthe
TIncarnation of Christ, nor nought even camngAnhur
andthem:nyochusthntdldmwdhnnxfmr Incarna-
tion, albert that therr deeds be worthy of praise everlasting
and be as pleasantly rehearsed from memory by word of
mouth m the traditions of many peoples as though they had
been wnitten down. Now, whilst I was thus thmkmg upon
such matters, Walter, Archdeacon of Oxford, a man learned
not only to the art of eloquence, but in the histores of foreign
lands, offered me a certamn most ancient book m the Bntish
language that did set forth the domngs of them all m due
succession and order from Brute, the first King of the Britons,
onward to Cadwallader, the son of Cadwallo, all told m stories
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pans to translate this volume mto the Latin tongue For

prowess
Bnmnhﬂethmﬂ:hmxt!dtnﬁectmnuﬂwu@zmtheesh:
bad been vouchsafed a second Henry

CHAPTER II
BRITAIN, best of 1slands, heth m the Western Ocean betwixt

anhelbmmde!hmmetﬂsnieveryhnd fields
th she, stretching far and wide, and hillsides meet for
n(thcbur,whmbymmo(dulmmlnusolﬂ:emll
the divers m therr scason do yield therr harvests
quun.lsnhlﬂuheﬁlledwnhevaymnnernfm!d deer,
1n the glades whereaf groweth grass that the cattle may find
‘therein meet of pasture, and flowers of many colours

by
narrow sea of the Southern coast whereby men make voyage
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unto Gaul, bythm:mblenvu-l,'l‘hamu to wit, Severn and
Humber, the which she stretcheth forth as 1t were three arms
whaebyshe m the traffic from oversea brought hither
from every land m her fleets By twice ten crties, moreover,
and twice four, mshegumdmdly!ofold,whﬂ‘ofm

Picts, and Scots. Of these the Britons settle them
therein from sea to sea before the others, until, by reason of
therr pride, drvine did overtake them, and they

them unto the Picts and Saxons. now

for me to tell from whence they came and m what wise they
i Land upon our shores, 8 by way of fretasteof that which
ereafter be related more at large.

CHAPTER III

ArrER the Trojan War, Zneas, fleemng from the desolation
ohheuty,umwnhAmusbyabupum Italy. There,
for that Zneas was worshyj

piully recerved by King Latmus,
Tumnu, of the Rutulamns, did wax envious and made
war ‘When they met m battle, Zneas had the
upper hand, and after that Turnus was , obtamed the

led discover
be brought to bed of a boy or a gl When they had made
ofthemmbymm.gu:,dwymldhmthtthechild
a boy that should slay s father and his mother,
dnfmmw:hmvelmmnyhnds,:hanld,dbutmmh,
be exalted unto the honours.
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out mn their forecast, for when the day came that she should
mother bare a son, but herself
‘was given 1 charge
unto a nurse, and was named Brute At last, after thrice five
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;
g2
E
4
3

a-huntmg, slew him unwittingly with an
arrow. For when the verderers drave the deer m front of
them, Brute to take aum at them, smote s own
father under the breast. Upon the death of his father he
was driven out of Italy, his kansfolk for
having wrought a deed so dreadful. He went therefore as an
exile mto ,mdthﬂeieﬂmwxd)tbedmof

eld m bondage by way of revenging upon them his father’s
death And when Brute understood that they were of the

spread among all nations, and the Trojans flocked
untnhmlmmlllpns,bmu:hmghnnthltheﬂmnldbe
the

the which declared it be done, seemng that they
had now so multiphed m the land as that making
count of Inttle ones and women they
be seven 'was, moreover, a certamn youth of
m Greece, by name ‘who was no less
ﬁvwnblm’t:tlynd:m o For he was bom of a Trojan
, and he had m them the fullest that by ther
help he would be able to resist the of
For his him m respect
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mother, and had ralbed the king and the rest of the Greeks to
the support of his cause When, therefore, Brute saw how
gxutmthemlhmdeoiﬁghhngmm,mddmhowmm
were the castles of Assaracus which were open unto him, he
granted therr request without misgiving.

CHAPTER IV

WHEN, therefore, he was thus chosen thewr Duke, he
smmwm&mjmﬁemuerqumd

Howl
Bimself, wth all the host of men and women that were upon
therr side, occupied the forests and hills. Then Brute sent

am and desire to recover thewr former digmty. Be thou
therefore, moved to mercy towards them, and deign to bestow
upon them therr lost hiberty, ‘mhabut the

forest glades that they have occupied to the end that thus
they might flee beyond the reach of slavery. But if this thou
wilt not, grant them at least that they may depart unto other
nations of the world with thy good will.”

CHAPTER V

WaEN Pandrasus, therefore, had leamt the dnift of ths letter,
he was beyond measure amazed that they whom he had held
1n bondage should 5o abound in hardihood as to address any
mandates of the kmd unto hum. He therefore summoned a
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council of lus nobles, and decreed that an army should be

levied m order to hunt them down But whilst that he was

searching the wildernesses wheremn he supposed them to be,

nndthelmgho]dd tinum, Brute 1ssued forth with
three thousand men, and suddenly attacked hm when he

was expecting nothing of the kind  For, hearmg of hus arrival,
Mhldthtwnhlmsd(mtotbesudmnnglmldthemght

order The Trojans accordingly charged down upon them
and attacked them stoutly, doing their best to overwhelm
them with slaughter  The Greeks, moreover, suddenly taken
aback, are scattered in all directions, and scamper off, the

it

2 double Which when Antigonus the brother of
Pandrasus beheld, he was beyond measure affiicted, and as
soon as he straggling comrades to the ranks,

returned and charged swiftly upon the raging Trojans For
he was minded rather to die fightmg than to make a craven
fiight only to be drowned 1 the muddy whirlpits of the nver
, therefore, m a sold battalion, he exhorted
emnndesmmsthkcmm,lndhuﬂhckﬂudﬂd]ywupans
with all ther might Vet dd 1t avail hum httle or nothing
For the Trojans were accoutred with arms while the others
were unarmed Pressing forward, therefore, all the more
boldly on thi account, they mflicted a gnevous slaughter
upon them, nor did they cease to harry them m such fasiwon
until they had slaughtered well-nigh the whole of them, and
had taken captive Antigonus and lus comrade Anacletus
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CHAPTER VI

Nw,whmBmtehndlchmvedthevmary he garmsoned

with six bundred men, and then sought out
Lh:moftheiwutwhmmﬂleTm]lnfolkwmuq)u:t
ng his Bi

the other prisoners When, therefore, he nme.mghm
walls, he exammed the situation of the mstle,l.nd distributed
Ius army 1 compames, and disposed them m divers places
around 1t, tellmg off some to forbid all egress to them that
were enclosed within, some to divert the course of the nivers,

tigue-labour, refres|

CHAPTER VII

Tuhmeged,ont.heoth:rhﬂd,sundmgonthewpof

walls, endeavour with all their to beat back

machinations of the enemy by euun(u\dgvnus, th

mind busymg themselves 1n their own defence, now

mussiles, now lighted brimstone torches among
wall was undermined
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therr assistance, for sore were they afeared lest they should be
reduced by weakness to desert the fortress. Brute, therefore,
mmummewthmmr,nmmmwdmwuﬂy
for that he hath not enough men to adventure on delivermg
battle m the field Howbet, takmg crafty counsel, he
mnkethrsolwtolmnkthgmuny‘lumphymt,md by
decerving the sentmels, to slay them sleeping  But, for that
hzknewﬂmmlldonlyber]mewlththemmdmt
of one of the Greeks, he called unto hun Anacletus, the
comrade of Antigonus, and, unsheathmg Ius sword, spake

wise

“ Most noble youth, thine own fe and that of Antigonus
are already at an end, save thou faithfully agree to execute
that which I shall command thee according unto my will

For 1t 1s my pt on this mght followng to attack the
camp of the Greeks m such sort that T may mfiict upon them
an ter. But I fear me lest their sentinels

be brought to nought. Wherefore, seemg that 1t behoveth
us first of all to turn our arms agamst the watch, I am desirous
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covenant was at last confirmed, and at the second hour of

thither to set him free ” thlsnhntthcywmnﬂldanlnmg
whether he told truth, came up cne who had known him
afmenme,mddteruhmnghm,mldhnmnds who he
was They no y

rest who were at a distance to come as swiftly as might be,
and followed hum as far as the wood, wherem, as he had told
them before, Antigonus was hiding ~ While they, accordingly
were maling their way through the brushwood, Brute, with
s armed companies, cometh forth, and chargmg upon them
soon mflicted 8 most ternble on the

panes,
shouldsmmchﬂmumpltl.dﬂemtpomt,pmd and
‘without noise, but that after they had mm“u-ynme
mmtheump,thgyshmﬂdrefnmﬁumshughmngmyum
mchumsbe,mmhumspemlmpmy,m

possession of ngsplv)hﬂn,whmhewwldbhwhu
own horn as a signal for

CHAPTER IX
Hlfnnbumamwdthemmvht er they were to
that was to be done  Forthwith they lightly

mhthurlngymmth:mmp and after that they
been commanded, awat the p-mmmm
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of Pandrasus, which above all others he was burning to attack.
‘When the signal was heard, they unsheath ther swords as
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ufﬁndud He then agam collected his troops and returned
rejoicing 1n his victory to the forest. The tidings filled the
hearts of his men with no less joy, and the doughty Duke,

my opinion, 15 most aq)edxent for your own welfare? There
but one thing to be asked for, to wit, leave to depart, if ye
destre that yourselves and your children should have

t0 sojourn 1 the midst of the Danay, never will ye enjoy an
endurmg peace so long as the brethren and sons and
of them upon whom ye mfiicted the slaughter of yesterday

remam mtermmgled amongst neigh!
wthout. . For 56 1o as they remember the slaymg of thewr
Iansfolk they will hn?ﬁyedmymmﬂh.m,md
offence at every the merest trfle, will do their best to
vengeance upon ye Nn:mnye,mngmtymhm.sm
strength to resist the

our way to seek out other lands
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CHAPTER XI
WiEN he had made an end of this speech, with more to the
bke effect, the whole assembly ‘therr assent, and

o as the god: ‘and have dehvered

away as ye may choose For nought I better nor dearer
than Iife, nor 1s 1t marvel that I should be willing to ransom
nntﬂmpneeofmyuutwudgwds and possessions Where-
fore, albert agamst my will, I will obey your orders Some

leenltohlvemt.hu,thltlshl.llgwu
my daughter unto a youth of such prowess, whom the nobalrty
that doth now burgeon within hum no less than his renown
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The agreement thus confirmed, envoys are dected to
gather shups together from all the shores of Groece | These,

were assembled to the mumber of three hundred
-ndmtyrm,mdurypmmedmdhdmmwm
ofallsorts The daughter 1s marmied to Brute, and each man,

from prison, and at the same time the Trojans depart from
Iis domunions with a prosperous But Ignoge, stand-

on the lofty poop of the , falleth swoonmg agan and
:?;mm;:t’mso!nmmmnfdm sobbing and sheddmg
tears lamenteth to forsake her kmsfolk and her country,
nor turneth she her eyes away from the shore, so long as the
shore 1tself 15 m sight. Brute, the while, soothing her with
gentle words, at one time foldeth her m a sweet embrace, or
at another kisseth her as sweetly, nor doth he slacken Ius
endeavour to comfort her until, weary with weepmg, she
falleth at last on sleep

In the meanwhile, what with these and other matters, they
ran on together for two days and a mght with a farr current
of wind, and drew to land at a certain 1sland called
which had been uninhabited ever sice 1t was laid waste
by pirates m the days of old Howbeit, Brute sent three
hundred men mland to discover by whom i1t might be m-
habited Who, finding not a soul, slew such vemson of divers

!

goddess, that gave responses, if haply 1t were asked of any

votary that there dd At last they returned to
therr ships, Iaden with the venison they had found, and report

to therr comrades the hie of the land and the situation of the

tbngmnry malkmg sacnfice they arrived they
nmdedﬁzmhvumﬁpﬂwds,mdmnp&udun

wont,
thxeeGuil,]’m,m'lt,mdllumyuwﬂlumDnm,
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and made unto each hus own special hbation.  Brute himself,
m hus night hand a vessel full of sacrificial wine and

u her mmage, broke silence m
‘words —
* Goddess and forest Queen, the wild boar’s terror,
Thou who the mase of beaven

sleep Then it seemed him the goddess stood there before
hum, and spake unto lum on this wise —

* Brute, the realms of Gaul, beneath the sunset

Granach by oot the gants,
‘occan—erst

Desert of late, and meet for thus th

Seek 1t! For there 15 thme abode for ever

There ‘builded,

, and while the wind 1s still farr,
should get under way as quickly as possible full sail for the
West 1 search of that land which the goddess had p
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theless, victory, and
ﬁmwmmmﬂmmﬁhﬂm hind

CHAPTER XII

Frox thence, passmg the mouth of the nver Malva, they
arnved m Manrtania, where lack of food and drnk compelled
mto

others
Then came they to Acquitamne, and entermg mto the mouth

of the Loire, cast anchor there. Hmthgyubodcmdlyi

nndexplomd‘hebeofthehmi Goffarus Pictus then ruled

1 Aquitame, and was King of the country, who, hearing the

mnuroilfwu@folkthnhldwmemthlgxutﬂmmd

had landed withm the frontier of lus dommions, sent envoys

them answer, that m such a matter no leave nor license what-
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ever could be held as needful, one of their number, Imbert by

. v;ngmuwnt?ﬁmhdum‘:;shumm
rute, beaning tidings of coming, set gu over.

bidding the women and children remam on board while he
hnnse]fllmgwlt.hthewhnleﬂanrnihulmymndmﬂ:

ﬂxmﬂy,!.ndﬂ\e'l‘m]nnsmbedﬂctopmlmm(k
victory heart afresh, heulledhuownmmlpan
wﬂzngbtohhebatﬂe andfnrmmgthunm made a
rapid charge upon the enemy, and when, with his men m close
order, he had broken the front ranks, he never stinted striking
dmmzyuuhehadunhnnynghtthmnghthebat-
talion, and forced them all to flee. Good Iuck had supplied the
place of a sword he lost with a battle-axe, wherewith he cleft n
twam any that came next hum from the crown of the head
night down to the girdlestead  Brute marvels, lus comrades
and even the enemy marvel at the hardihood and valour of
the man, who, brandishing hus battle-axe among the flymg
host, added not a hittle to their terror by shoutmg, "Whlchcr
fly ye, cowards? Whither fly ye, cravens® Tum back, I
tell ye, turn, and do battle with Cormeus' Slulneup(my!'
So many thousands as are ye, do ye fiee before my sngle
arm? F!eeﬂxmlmdnhwnhyentleusnhumlmm
your flight, that 1t 18 I who am after ye, I who ere now
hvewoltbeenwonttodnveﬂn'l‘ynhmzymﬁsmﬂxght

me, and to hurl them to hell by threes and fours at
a tumel”
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smiting one
he loppeth off hand and arm, of another he cleaveth the
shoulders from the body, of another he striketh off the head

tme twelve kngs there were in Gaul, each of equal rank,
under whose dommion the whole country
all hum kindly, and with one accord did pledge them
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of , he came mto the 'where now standeth
atty of Tours, which, as Homer witness, he
R after it survey that the

who marched with the
and Princes of Gaul and a mughty host of armed
warmiors to do battle agamst ‘When his camp was fully
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where the numbers of men are the greater, there the more
often dath victory abude. In this case, therefore, the Gauls,
albert that at first they were beaten back, yet being thrice so
many as therr enemies, made shift to form themselves agam
m rank and charged in agam on every side agamst the
Trojans, whom they compelled after much bloodshed to take

same night by certam secret byways, and would e hidden
m forest until daybreak. And when Brute,
1ssumg Just before dawn, should be engaged m battle
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of Aquitame, he came imto the place where now standeth the
ity of Tours, which, as Homer beareth witness, he afterwards
hmnself bulded Findng, after dihgent survey that the
place was convensent as a refuge, he there decided to pitch
Ius camp, so that 1f need were he could betake hun

For sore misgiving had he by reason of the armval of Goffarus,
whoh.ldmnchadmwﬂ!e 'ﬁhbonxhoodalmgwnhthe

finshed, he awaited Coffartus for two days therem, confident
alike m hus own prudence and m the hardihood of the young
men whereof he was the clueftam

CHAPTER XV

Now, when Goffarus heard of the Trojans being there, he
advanced by forced marches day and mght until he came
weﬂmdunsghtofﬂmmsump Gmnggmnlythzrwn,

, he th nto these words
“ Alas! whltgnmus destmy 1s here? Hlvethaelgnoblc
exiles prtched therr camp withm dommions of mme? To
arms, ye warnors, to arms' and therr serned

twelve battalions But not after any woman wise did Brute
lus men and march to meet them Prudently mstruct-
mwumwhttheymwdo,howm-dm,
lndmwhatmderwholdthmmnd,hegxmchem\iw
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refuge m the camp  Having thus obtamed the victory, they
ered them within the camp, never thmking bat that
before they departed thence the besieged would exther offer

from the pangs of hunger In the meanwhile, on the night

followng, Cormeus entered mto counsel with Brute, and

agreed with him that he would 1ssue forth of the camp that

same night by certam secret byways, and would he hidden
forest untal daybrealk.

n the And when Brute,
1ssumg forth just before dawn, should be engaged 1n battle
with the enemy, he hunself with lus compan; 1d attack
them m the rear, m upon them put them to the
sword Brute applauded this device of Cormeus, who,
cautiously issumg forth as he had proposed wit

thousand men, betook to the of the forest
Ac ly, when the morrow mommg began to break,
Brute ed his men m companies, and opening the gates
of the camp, marched forth to battle Gauls straight-
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still fresh, and to set sail m quest of the sland which the
drvme monrtion had prophesied should be hus own  Nor was

o lus fleet, and after loading hus ships wth all the treasures
and luxunes he had acquired, he re-embarked, and with a
prosperous wind sought out the promised island, where he
Ianded at last m safety at Totnes

pleasant aspect of , with the abundance of fish m

and deer n the dud fill Brute
and hus compamons with no small desire that they should
dwell therem  Wherefore, after certam

They began to till the fields, and to build them houses m
such sort that after a bref space ye mught have thought 1t
had been mhabited , at last,
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people Cornishmen, therem followmng the Duke’s example.
For albert that he might have had the choice of a province

the others that had come thither, yet was he
minded rather to have that share of the land which 1s now
called Cornwall, whether from bewng, as 1t 1s, the cormnu or
hom of Britam, or from & corruption of the sad name
Cormeus  For ¢t gave him greater pleasure than to

passng
slaughter on the British Howbert, at the last, the Britons
collecting together from all quarters prevailed agamst them
and slew them all, save Goemagot only Him Brute had
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 this name was 1t known for many ages there-
'mri,nmmem
brother of

i

only seem to besmurch m mmne own homeher

CHAPTER XVIIT

ACCORDINGLY, when the aforesaid Duke founded the said
aty, he granted 1t as of nght unto the citizens that should
thmm,.ndgavlﬂlﬂnn law under which

should be entreated At that time Eli the pnest
resgned m Judea, and the Ark of the Covenant was taken
by the Ph The sons of Hector rexgned mn Troy,
having driven out the descendants of Antenor In Italy
mﬁg‘Sylvml Zneas, the son of Zneas and uncle of Brute,
of the Latm kings
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CHAPTER I

Now Ignoge, the wife of Brute, bare unto hum three sons of
high renown, whose names were and
Camber Whﬂlﬂlﬂriﬂthﬂd:pnrtedﬂmhlemdntwmy\-
fourth year after hus armval, they bunied him withm the city
thnthehndbuﬂded,anddmdedtbemlmoﬂ!nummmgst
themselves, each succeeding hum m his share therem Lo-
crne, that was eldest born, had the midland part of the
1sland, which mn later days was called Loegna, after his name
Next, Camber had that part which lieth beyond the river
Severn, and 15 now called Wales, which afterward was for a
long time called Cambra, after his name, whence unto this
daydotheiolkofthemunﬂ'yuﬂthanCymrymthe
Bntish But , the youngest, had th
oonnu'ywhlchmthesedxysmmrmnguesmﬂed&:oﬂmd
and gave 1t the name of Albany, after lus own And after
that these had of a long time reigned i peace and concord,
Humber, the King of the Huns, landed nn Albany, and
engaging m battle with Albanact, slew him, and compelled
the country folk to flee unto Locrme

CHAPTER IT

Locring, accordingly, when he heard the rumour, besought
hubmthu&mberwlmmpunyhnn called out the whole
youth of the country, and went to meet the King of the
Huns m the neighbourhood of the nver Humber When
the armies met, he compelled Humber to flee, but when he
had fled as far as the river, 1t chanced that he was drowned
therem, and thus left his name to the stream Locrme,
therefore, after he had won the victory, distributed the spoil
among his comrades, keeping nothing for himself save the
D 23
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llﬂlﬂmlhthfmndm'hemﬂny:lhps. He also

for himself three damsels of marvellous beauty, whereof
mcwuﬂnedmghmof.eﬂhmxmgofﬁmmy,wbm
the foresaid Humber had seized with the two other

CHAPTER III

He came accordingly unto the King, and brandishing his
battle-axe 1 his nght hand, spake unto him on this wise
the

“Be these the wages, Locrme, that thou wouldst pay me for
the wounds I have suffered 1 thy father’s service when he
was unknown peoples, that you disdam my

hamwdmglymmed(krmuu’dm@u Gwendolen
hyn-me, yet, natheless did he not forget the love he bare

to Estrilds. Whndore,mtheatyof‘l‘nnovlnt.dﬂh
mlhﬁduonn underground wherem he enclosed
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her, and caused her be nght honourably served of the atten-
dants of his household, for that he was minded to keep his
love of her secret. For he was sore sore troubled by reason of
us dread of Cormeus, so that he durst not hold her openly,
but, as hath been said already, kept her m hidmg, and seven

whole years did haunt her m secret, so that none knew
thereof save only they that were the closest of hus familiars
For, so often as he was mmnded to go unto her, he would
fergn that he made hudden sacrifice unto hus gods, whereby
hedxdhghdymoveathﬂsmbdwvethcnm,-lbmmm
1t were no such In the meantime, Estrildis did

chmg:n(.gdsgmndﬁdwr(hmws,mdhdnfhmhu
teachings nurture,

CHAPTER V
YEars later, after Cormeus was dead, Locrme deserted

Ius hife and all the joys thereof Whn:ugm(}wmdnlmlﬂd
hold on the helm of state, maddened by

fury as her father, msomuch as that she bade Estnidis and
Snbm-hndxughtcbeﬂungmmenm:h.tum
called Severn, 1ssumg an edict throughout all Britan that
thenvetshnuldbeu.lledhymed-msel’smm For she
was munded that 1t should bear her name for ever, for that

to pass that even unto this day the nver n the British
15 called Sabren, which by corruption i other speech 1s
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CHAPTER VI
fifteen years after the sla) of Locrine,
‘who had reigned ten And when she saw that her son

bya hcrdo(ngngwolvs g iterably
devoured At that time Saul reigned m Judza and Eurys-
in Lacedzmon.
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was the first after Brute to take a fleet along the coasts of
Gaul, and carrymg war mto the country to harass the pro-
vmcsbytheslmghterofmmd'henchngnfmmu,
with victory and ennched with boundless
pkntynfgoldmdﬂlm He afterwards founded a aty
beyond the Humber, which, lfmlusmnnme,heulled
,ﬂnnsmsny, Gty of Ebrauc At that

(wndedl]soﬂ:emtyofA!dndmdsAMy and the
ﬁ)rmofl(mmtAgned which now 15 called the Castle of
Damsels and the Dolorous Mountamn

CHAPTER VIII

He begat, morebver, twenty sons by twenty wives that he
had, besides thirty daughters, and for forty years did he
mamtam the kmgdom of Britam night stoutly The names
of his sons were these Brute Greenshield, Margadud,
Sisilus, Regm, Morvid, Bladud, , 3 3
Spaden, Gaul, Darden, Eldld Iwr, , Hector, Kenn,

s, Buel. The names of the daughters were
Gloygm, lgpngr.n Oudas, Guenham, Gaurdid, g,
Guendoloe, Tangustel, Gorgon, Medlan, Methabel,
Maihure, Klmbx'edn Ragan, Gul Ec\lb Nest, Chmn
Stadud, Gladud, Ebren, Blagan, Aballac, , Galaes,
miumtnhlhnhtnmehvmgmlinumor&ul Edn
Anaor, Stadial, and Egron These all did therr father cause
wbeoomyedmm Italy unto Sylvius Alba, who reigned
after Sylvius Latinus  There were they married with the
‘more noble Trojans with whom the thm and Sabme women
did refuse to match them The sons, moreover, with
Assaracus their brother for chieftam, took a fleet into Ger-
many, where, with the help of Sylvius Alba, they subdued
the people and possessed themselves of the kingdom
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Solomon hegin to build the Temple of the Lord m Jeru-
ulzm,lud dmAQumo Sheba came thither to hearken unto

dom, albeit toward the end he mamtamed ty but
feebly. Owmg to hus sluggard slackness & cvil war sud-
denly arose n the realm  After him Tus son Hudi-

Winchester, and the fortress of Mount Paladur, which 1s now
called Shaftesbury. There, while the wall was a-bmiding,
an eagle spake, the sayings whereof, had I behieved them to

memory along with the Test At that time ragned Capys,
the son of Epitus, and Haggat, Amos, Joel, and Azanas did
prophesy.

CHAPTER X

Next succeeded Bladud his son, m whose hands the kingdom
remamed for twenty years Hebuﬂdedmu:yofxm
badon, that 1s now called Bath, and fashioned hot baths
t.haun,meeﬂmth:med.:ofmm,thcwhmhheplmdunda

of the desty Mmerva, m whose temple he

set that could not be quenched, that never turned mto
ashes, but as they began to fail became as 1t were round balls
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years and six months  Bladud was a nght cunning crafts-
man, and did teach mgromancy it the realm of
Bntam, nor did he stmt of lus subtle sleights until he had
fashioned him wings and tried to go upon the top of the air,
when he fell upon the temple of Apollo m the city of Trmno-
vantum, and was dashed into many pieces

CHAPTER XI

WaEN Bladud was thus given over to the destinies, hus son
Lear was next raised to the kingdom, and ruled the country
after manly fashion for three-score years He 1t was that
builded the aty on the niver Soar, that i the Bntish 1s called
Kaerlerr, but m the Saxon, Leicester Male 1ssue was demed
unto him, his only children beng three daughters named
Goneril, Reganpand Cordeha, whom all he did love with
marvellous affection, but most of all the youngest born, to

wt, Cordelia And when that he began to be upon the verge

together with the third part of Batam”  Next, Regan, that

was second, famn to take ensample of her sister and to wheedle

ber father mto daing her an equal kindness, made answer
th tha



30 Geoffrey’s Histories

desirmg to make tnal of him otherwise, went on to make
answer unto hun thus “ Father mme, 1s there a daughter
anywhere that presumeth to love her father more than a
father? None such, I trow, there 15 that durst confess as
much, save she were trymg to hide the truth m words of
jest For myself, I have ever loved thee as a father, nor
never from that love will I be turned aside  Albeit that thou
art bent on wringmng more from me, yet hearken to the true
measure of my love. Ask of me no more, but let this be
rmome answer  So much as thou hast, so much art thou worth,

to make known what his answer would be ~ “ For that thou
hast so despised thy father’s old age that thou hast disdamed
1o love me even as well as these thy sisters love me, I also
will disdamn thee, nor never m my realm shalt thou have
share with thy sisters. Howbeit, sith that thou art my
daughter, I say not but that I will marry thee upon terms

realm, he giveth the twam sisters unto two Dukes, of
Cornwall, to wit, and Albany, together with one molety
only of the iland so long as he should hve, but after
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saymng that enow had he of gold and silver and other posses-
sions, for that one-third part of Gaul was his, and that he
was fam to marry the damsel only that he might have sons
by her to mhent lis land  So at last the bargain was struck,
and Cordelia was sent to Gal to be marnied unto Aganippus.

CHAPTER XII
Socelong tume after, when Lear began to wax more slaggsh
by reason of age, the foresaid Dukes, with whom and his
two danghters B had drvided Britaum, rebelled agamst hum

which up to that time he had held night manfully and glon-
ously Howbeit, concord was restored, and one of his sons-
mhw,Mlgll.unus,mlkeofAlhany,agreedmmmnnmhm

th threescore kmights, so that he should not be without

some semblance of state. But after that he had sojourned
with, bis soninlaw two years, his danghter Gonenl began
to wax mdignant at the number of his knights, who flung
gibes at her servants for that ther rations were not more
plentiful  Whereupon, after speaking to her husband, she

him to Henvin, Duke of nn,nnww he had marmed
s other danghter  Here, at first, he was receved with
hmur,bntlyurhxdnotplsnibd discord agam

betwixt those w;mmndmdmum
Dllkes,mmmuchuthatk:gpn waxmg indignant,

hanm«mdm.nhsmpmymeﬁvemhsmly
to do hum service Her father, beyond measure

thereat, returned once more to hus eldest daughter, thinking
to move her to pity and to persuade her to mamtam himself
and hus retmue. Howbeit, she had never renounced her

she upbraided
wving own to give away, he should be
to go about with such a retmue, so finding she
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dmmgbnmkemdn(hxm(nhswnse,mtonmmke
answer unto him thus * Father mmne, 1s there & daughter
anywhere that presumeth to love her father more than a
father? None such, I trow, there 1s that durst confess as
much, save she were trymg to hide the truth m words of
jest For myself, I have ever loved thee as a father, nor
never from that love will I be turned aside  Albeat that thou
art bent on wrmgmg more from me, yet hearken to the true
measure of my love. Ask of me no more, but let this be
‘mumne answer So much as thou hast, so much art thou worth,
and so much do I love thee” Thereupon forthwith, her
father, thinking that she had thus spoken out of the abund-
ance of her heart, waxed mightily mdignant, nor did he tarry
to make known what his answer would be ~ “ For that thou
hast so despised thy father’s old age that thou hast disdamned
to love me even as well as these thy sisters love me, I also
will disdamn thee, nor never m my realm shalt thou have
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saying that enow had he of gold and silver and other posses-
sions, for that one-third part of Gaul was his, and that he
was fam to marry the damsel only that he might have sons
by her o mhent s land.  So.at as the bargain was struck,

and Cordelia was sent to Gaul to be marmed unto Aganippus

CHAPTER XII

SowME long time after, when Lear began to wax more sluggish
by reason of age, the foresaid Dukes, with whom and his
two ters he had divided Britam, rebelled agamst him
and took away from him the realm and the kingly power
whxchnplodntumehehdheldngmmnﬁlﬂy-ndghn—

ously. Howbeit, concord was restored, and one of his sons-
m-law, Maglaunus, Duke of Albany, agreed to mamtam him
with threescore knights, so that he should not be without
some semblance of state. But after that he had sojourned
with his sonin-law two years, lus daughter Gonenl began
to wax mdignant at the number of his knights, who flung

hmxthmvln,DukeniCnmwlﬂnnmwhnmhehldmnned
Ius other daughter Here, at first, he was recerved with
hnnaur,bntayurhdnotpmd ‘before discord agam arose
the King’s hmsehnldﬂndﬂmsﬁnlthe
Du.ku,unwmchnsdntRegan,wmngmd:gmnt,mdued
her father to dismuss all his company save five kmghts only
to do him service Her father, beyond measure aggrieved

she upl
hvmgmthmgnfhnmwgve-wly,he
to go about with such a retinue, so that finding she would
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nntglvewlyhhum:humnmhhtde,helthnobeyad
and remamed content with one knight only, lu“‘ wing the rest

dlgm:yu-mebu:knnmhnn beanng witness to the musery
ﬁeuuhmwhchhmmm,hqum
of gomg to his youngest ter oversea

Howbext, he sore misdonbted that she would do nought for
him, seemng that he had held her, as I have said, m such
scanty honour m the matter of her marnage Natheless,
M-mmgmylungummdummmannh!z,hgmk
across the Channel wto Gaul. But when he found that

gnevous unf
mednnthedmltythlthlﬂ:omﬁkmmemthemﬂn-
ness of mine estate, which hath cited them that but now
were grovelhng under my feet to desert my feebleness O
angry fortune! will the day ever come wherem I may

them have allowed me to become an outcast and a beggar? ”
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hved,nndnmngmthmuheuty.um:mwmmﬂ
her mto what mdigence he had fallen, and to beseech his
daughter’s compassion inasmuch hehldnntbﬁloodmr
clothmg Onhu.rmgtheudmgsCmdduwnsmmhmnwd
and wept bitterly ‘When she made mqury how many
armed men he had with him, the me told her
hehdnone-veumglckmght,whammmgwnhhm
without the city Then took she as much gold and silver
as was needful and gave 1t unto the messenger, bidding him
take her father to another city, where be should bathe hum,
clot.lmlnm and nurse him, fe that he was a sick man
She commanded also that he have a retinue of forty
ts well appomted and armed, and that then he should
duly announce his arnval to Agamppus and herself The
mssmgermxdmglylurﬂlmﬂlanmdu‘] Kmg Lear mto
another city, and hid him lnsmzt\lnulﬂuthehld

g

CHAPTER XIII

soon therefore, as he was meetly arrayed i kingly apparel

mdmvawdwnhtheenngnsof ayaltylndlmmol
retamers, he sent word unto Agamppus Ius daughter
ﬂuthebadbemdnvmoutofthera.lmolnnmnhyhns
sons-in-law, and had come unto them m order that by ther
mmnmhemxghtbenbkwmvahxs They
and nobles, came
hnhmxewvehmwnhﬂ.lhomr,mdp m his hands
the power over the whole of Gaul until such tume as they
had restored him unto his former dignity

CHAPTER XIV

In the meanwhile, Aganippus sent envoys throughout the
whole of Gaul to summon every knight bearmg arms therein
to spare no pams in coming to help hmm to recover the
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her father i a certan underground chamber which she had
Lewcester This

faced Janus, and there, when the yearly celebration of the
day came round, did all the workmen of the city set hand
unto such work as they were about to be busied upon through-
out the year.

CHAPTER XV
Now, when Cordelia had governed the kingdom m peace for
years, two sons of her sisters harass her, Margan,
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thnmdnthnmnw,dwy-ﬂ-steggedhmonwmmh
mto , and

Cunedag,
lmurdmgly, h-vmg won the victory, possessed himself of the
wimlnlshndmdgavunedthcsa.mcghn—
ou,sxymmmm -thirty years At that time Isash and
Hosea prophesied, and Rome was founded the eleventh of
the Kalends of my by the twm-brethren, Romulus and
Remus.

CHAPTER XVI

ArrERWARDS, upon the death of Cunedag, hus son Rivallo
succeeded him, a peaceful youth and fortunate, who

Sisillius, and after him Gorbodug  Unto him were two sons
‘bomn, whereof the one was called Ferrex and the other Porrex.
But when therr father began to verge upon ld, a contention
arose betwixt the twamn as to which should succeed hum m the
kingdom. Howbeut, Porrex, spurred on thereunto by a more
grasping covetise, layeth snares for hus brother with design

Gaul, and, having obtamed the help of Suard, King of the
th,mumedmdfmghtawmhuhother In this
battle betwixt them, Ferrex was slam together with the entire
host that accompamed hum  Thereupon their mother, who
mnmedwﬂm,wbmshclumttbewﬂuntyofhulnn"
death, was beyond measure troubled, and conceived a bitter
hatred of the other, for she loved the one that was slam the
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better of the twam, and so hotly did her wrath blaze up by
reason of his death, that she was minded to revenge it upon
Ius brother. She accordmgh ymmofmm:
wherem he was lymg fast asleep, and setting upon hum with
her waiting-women hacked hum all mto Little pieces. Thence-
forward the people was sore affiicted by civil war for a long
space, and the kingdom was governed by five kings who
harned the one another with mutual forays wheremn was
much blood spilt

CHAPTER XVII

Avlast, m after days, arose a certan youth renowned above
all others for his singular prowess, by name Dunwallo
Molmutuus, the son of Cloten, King of Cornwall  Exceling
all the Kings of Britam 1 comelmess and courage, he uo

sooner undertook the government of the country upon his
mhm death than he mvaded the lands of Ymner, Kung of

‘whom after a battle he defeated and slew

mﬂknd:uc, the King of Kambna, and Stater, ng of

the victory, he called apart six hundred of lus bravest youths
and bade them all take and don the arms of the enemies they
had slan He humself also fiung aside the arms he was
wearmg and did the bke He then led them mto the press
of the cnemy’s ranks, gomg m among them as though he were
of their own party, and when he had reached the place where

comrads
Then, donning agam the arms that he had flung aside, he
Mmhﬁmﬂuhmﬂiﬂcﬁlmwhldlhehmnd(
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led foremost, Scarce a moment later the day was won and
the enemy put to fight and scattered. It was then only
left for hum to march through the lands of the slam, over-
throw therr cities and fortresses, and subject thewr people
to hus dommion  And after that he had thus utterly sub-
Jugated the whole 1sland, he fashioned for humself a crown
of gold and restored the realm unto the former estate thereof

This King 1t was that did establish amongst the Britons
the laws that were called the Molmutme laws, the which even
unto this day are celebrated amongst the English For
among other things which, long time after, the Blessed Gildas
did wite of hum, he ordained that the temples of the gods
and the citees should enjoy such privilege, as that in case any
runaway or gulty man should take refuge therewn, he should
depart thence forgwen of hus adversary He ordamed, more-
over, that the ways which led unto the foresaid temples and
cities, o less than the ploughs of the husbandmen, should by
the same law be held mviolable In hus days, therefore, the
knife of the cut-throat was blunted and the cruelties of the
robber ceased in the land, for nowhere was any that durst do
violence unto other At last, after that forty years were
fulfilled sithence that he had taken the crown, he departed
and was buned m the city of Trmovantum amgh the Temple
of ?fword, which he had builded to the confirmation of
hus law,
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CHAPTER I

ArtEr Dunwallo’s death, his two sons, Belmus, to wit, and
Brennius, both desirous of succeedmg him m the kingdom,
clashed the one upan the other with a mighty shock  For the
contention between them was which of the twam should wear
the diadem of the realm  But after they had fought man;
battles thereanent betwixt themselves, the fnends of

forasmuch as he was the elder born, and Trojan custom did
demand that the dignity of the mhentance should fall unto
Tum, while Brennius, for that he was the younger, should be
subject to his brother, and should hold Northumbna from
the Humber as far as Carthness  These covenants being duly
confirmed by treaty, they governed the country for a space
olﬁveyeusmpm;a;]d]umoe But, for that discord doth
ever seek to mnterme emt.hptotpenty tmguso(
falsehoods were not that found

saymg unto hum  “ What ngg\rddmhhaththusbewtdwe
to hold thee in subjection unto Belnus, when the same father
and mother and the same nobility have made thee hus peer?
Add to this, moreover, how 1n many a hard-fought battle thou
hast over and over agan shown how thou couldst withstand
Qxﬂllf,DuholtheMom,mdpmhxmtoﬂlghtwhmhe
would have made good his landing upon the shores of our

province
lmwthee,andukemwdethechughfaofﬂlexmgnf
Norway, and by hus help recover the digmity thou hast lost.”
After that they had corrupted the youth’s mnd with these
and other like concerts, he at last assented unto their counsel,
sailed away to Norway, and mamed the King’s daughter,
even as he had been advised by these glozmg sycophants,
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CHAPTER I

MEANWHILE, whmthlswumporwdfohlsbmﬂ)ﬂ',bemk
1t m dudgeon that without askng leave or licence he
thus acted agamst him  He therefore marched mto Norlh-
mhxumdwnktheaﬂsoidnnonhnpmwnu,

ng them with huis own men rennius, hearing a.
mmmxtbnmuﬁedhmofhuhmher‘sdmng: fitted out a
fleet and returned to Britam, with him a strong force

of Norwegians  But whilst that he was cleuvmgthelevel

fields of the sea with a fair wind and without musgr

Guichtlac, King of the Dancs, who had followed hum, ol

upon him suddenly, he humself bemng desperately enamoured
that ‘marnied
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CHAPTER III
ArTER 2 space of some days, Brennius had got his ships

they that were have taken captive, and that
1 hus absence hus bro wrested from him the
of Northumbna, he sendeth unto bum,

sea, and slay his and wheresoever he may
meet withal, Which when Belmus understood, he flatly
refused hus demand, and l.llthehontoftheldud

close quarters Great of the day was t 3
ﬁorthzyofgruuronbnths{dsm:};m dm
Great was the bloodshed on the one side and on the other,
for sore deadly were the wounds they dealt with thewr
brandished weapons, lndthnwwnded&]lbeimetbeonm
of the companies as they had been corn before the reaper’s
sxclde At last the Britons prevail, and the Norwegians flee

th therr mamed and mangled companies to thexr ships
Belmuspumahtbanntheyﬂu,mnhnglhughmwnhnu:
pity In that battle fell 15,000 men, nor of the residue was
there escaped unharm

it
making shift to reach one ship that fortune threw m hus
way, betook him to the coast of Gaul  But the rest who had
come with hum could only skulk away to the best hiding-place
they could find as chance might gude them.
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CHAPTER 1V

WaEN Behinus had achieved the victory, he summoned all
the nobles of the realm to meet hum at York, to take counsel
with hum as to what he should do with the King of the Danes
For the King had sent lum word from hus prison that he
would subat mselfaod the ngom of Deamark unto b,
aud pay lum yearly tnbute, 5o he were allawed to depart

freely along with his mustress  He sent word further that he

CHAPTER V

BeLNus, moreover, finding none 1n the kingdom of Britam
that was minded to withstand hum, and that he was undis-

and steadfast justice s.llnuldbedmethm hout the realm
Especaally mrefnlmh:mpmchmtht&e

highways that led unto the crty should have the same place
that Dunwallo has established therem But a dissension
arose as concerning the hughways, for that nane knew the
lne whereby thewr boundanes were determmed The King
therefore, beng minded to leave no loophole for quibbles m
tlmllw,ulledmgether all the workmen of the whole 1sland,

lne from one city unto another the whole of the

way along A second also he bade be made across the width
olthckmgdnm, which, stretching from the city of Menevia
on the sea of Demetia as far as Hamo's port, should show
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clear 1o the crties the lme. Two others also
mm%mmmﬂnﬁwmm”um
dedicated them

histoman did translate out of the Britsh mto Latin, and
Alfred out of Latin mto the Enghsh tongue

CHAPTER VI
IN the meanwhile that Belmus was reignmg 1 peace and

of Gaul, with a company of twelve knights only And when
e had laid open his ill-fortune unto them all, and found that

ly still sojourning with
hum, he entered mto so close famibanty with the Duke, as
that none other was there 1 hus court that was
before i For in all matters, whether of peace or of war,
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that were of the Duke’s allegiance, so great was the fniendship

they bare towards him. St y ‘the damsel 1s
m to Brenms, the princes of the land become
lus men, and the throne of the country 1s him

Nor had the full twelvemonth elapsed wherem thcleplol:tm
were settled, before the Duke’s last day amved, and he
Brennius neglected

that which the Allobroges did hold of yet higher esteem, he
was night bountiful m his gifts of victual and never shut his
door agamst no man

CHAPTER VII

HaviNG thus drawn the affection of every man unto himself,
he delberated mwardly 1 what manner he might take his
revenge upon his brother Belmus, and when he announced
Ius plans unto the people that were hs lieges, they all with
one accord declared that they would go with hum mto what-
soever land he mught design to lead them  Nor dud he lmger,
for, assembling a mighty host, be entered mto covenant with
the Gauls for leave to pass unmolested through therr pro-
vinces on his way towards Britam  Forthwith he fitted out
uﬁeetunthnshmanmm,mdhunchmgmmthgdeq),



44 Geoffrey’s Histories

tim, for no revenge 15 thme of nght as
sgumto;ethth:&mveraﬂetedtheeuthammkor

to the Kmg's help of Norway, thou cdst bum to rebel
agamst hun!*
Moved, therefore, by the prayer unto which she had thus
given utterance, m a chastened spnt he yelded obedience
to ber will, and domg off lus helmet, walked forward with
her to hus brother Behmls,whmhenwhmthusmmmg
towards hum with a peace, flung
lndnnmhohlscmhu:ewnhnlnm "The brothers made
friends forthwith, and with their disarmed troops made their
wlyuntothcntyo(Tnnwmmm There counsel
what they should do, they made them ready to lead ther
common army nto Gaul, and to subject all the provinces
thﬂeafmtbelrdnmmum
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CHAPTER VIII

A the end of the year they passed the Channel mto Gaul,
and began to lay the country waste Whenﬂu:ndmgs
thereof were bruited abroad among the vanous nations, all
the kmghts of the Franks came to meet them and fight
agamst them _ But the victory falling to Belnus and Bren-
mus, the Franks fled with therr wounded companies m all
directions  But the Britons and Allobroges, 5o soan as
had won the day, ceased not to follow up the fleemg

reduced the whole kingdom to submussion withm a
smgle twelvemonth Lastly, when they had forced all the
provinces to yield, they started for Rome with all therr host,
2n0 ravagod the tihies and farms throughout Italy

CHAPTER IX

AT that time there were two Consuls at Rome, Gabrus and
Porsena, unto whose government the country had been com-
mitted, who, when they saw that no people were so strong

Taking
ages, therefore, to secure therr loyalty, the Kings granted
them pardon, and led their troops mto Germany  Natheless,
50 soon as ever they had set them to work ravaging that
country, the Romans repented them of the foresaid covenant,
and taking courage afresh, marched forth to help the Ger-
mans When the Kings found 1t out, they took it m gnevous
dudgeon, and held counsel how best to meet the attack of
the two peoples together, for so huge & multitude of Italians
had amved that they were m no small Where-
fore, after taking counsel together, Belmus with his Britons
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remamed m Germany to carry on the war agamst the enemy,
while Brennius with his armies marched upon Rome to take

y, nndthgwmmonmymadg general assault upon

=7 and domg thewr utmost to breach the walls  More-

av:r,hywlyof-ddmgtmnrwxhnghm,mymnp
to
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the effect that they would come to their succour on the
morrow, runlvdmmlkeaslﬂyimmtheutymdwmtle
ly, n close file,

2
gs
g

‘when they saw so sudden a discomfiture imflicted on therr
fellow-soldiers, were right sore uneasy, and with redoubled
cheered them on, reformed therr ranks, and leading

after another

the
slam, Porsena made pnisoner, atymmkm Nought
remamed for them but to distribute the hidden treasures of
the atizens m largesse to their comrades

CHAPTER X

AFTER he had won this victory, Brennius abode still in Italy,
and trampled upon the people thereof with tyranny unheard
of. Butofhuotbcrdeedslndofhuend,fordnttheybe
written 1n the Roman histories, I do m no wise care to treat,
seemgthatﬂm!.bylshouldlmponmngmtlpmhnty
mto my work, and that m gomg over ground, which

have nl.rmdy beaten, I should behlrmngwdclmmmy
present pus Howhert Belmnsntumedmnnnmand
nﬂedthghngdum:ﬂthexstofhlshlempnu

mnmausﬁu:mmehemmﬂdedmnum
mto decay he restored them, and many new ones did he found
Amongst others he did lay out one upon the river Usk nigh
the Severn sea, that was of many ages called Kaerusk, that
was the mother city of Demetia. But after that the Romans
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laws everywhere throughout the kingdom, rejoicing always
ustice

CHAPTER XI

AFTERWARD, his son succeeded him, Gurglunt Brabtruc, a
sober man and a prudent, who, mitating Ius father’s deeds
m all things, did love peace and justice,

bours agamst hum, taking fresh courage by er

of Ius father, he fought sundry nght bloody battles agamst
them, and forced his enemies back mnto subjection due
Amongst other matters 1t so fell out that the King of Den-
mark who had paid tnbute n hus father’s days did eschew
making the same payment unto himself, denymg that he
owed hum any subjection  He thereupon, ‘the matter
m high choler, led a fleet nto Denmark, and affhicting
the people with gnevous deadly havoc, slew the Kimg and
mposed hus ancient yoke upon the country.

Ar that tune, when he was returning home after the victory
by the Isles of Orkney, he fell in with thirty ships thronged
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Brabtruc had leamt that they came out of Spain and were
called Barclenses, and that this was the dnft of their petttion,
he sent men with them to the land of Hibernia which at
that time was desert without a smgle mhabitant, and made
them a grant thereof ~Thenceforward they did there

and multiply, and have held the 1sland even unto this day.
But cm;mnt Brabtruc, when that he had fulfilled the days
of hus bife m was buried m the City of Legions which
afterhuﬁthﬂ’sdadxhebzdmﬂdelthuwetobmmfy
with pubhc buildings and walls

CHAPTER XIII
Amhm,Gmﬂuhnwonthemvmoidlehngdomvhwh

be given up mto

CHAPTER XIV

For which reason, she bemg wise m counsel and pohtic
beyond the common, did obtam the empire of the whole
island Whmshedgpnnedwtafthehghtofthxswuﬂd
Sisillms took the crown, and held the helm of state

hum, Kimar his son held rule, unto whom succeeded D-nnu
his his death Morvid

was , who
was son of s father Damus by Tangustela his concubine,
He have been of hi bymmmforhu

he not given way to exceeding great cruelty, for no man
would he spare m us wrath, but would slay hun an the spot
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b-dhemywupunlthlnd N:thehﬂmhammdyof

aspect and nor was there another
oflogtl:ltvllmlrmg: uthatheeonldwn.lm:ndhnn
m simgl

CHAPTER XV

hum up as he had been a Iittle fish.

CHAPTER XVI

Five sons had been born unto hum, whereof the eldest-born,
Gabmnnneuededmthethm None at that tune was
more Just, nor more a lover of upnght
none that hus people with greater diligence

wmwp-yﬁrndunhunmrmd:e
the commonalty. He
unpunimpdsdnm@mnmuum Britam

E

£

%E’

E
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builded many new. All his days did the island abound m
a plenty of riches such as none of the neighbourmg countries
did enjoy For he enjomed the husbandmen to till ther
lands, and protected them agamst the oppressions of ther

young men of war, moreover, he did mamtam
‘with gold and silver m such sort as none of them should have
need to do an mjury unto any other In the midst of these

goodness, he paid from
the Iight of this world, was bunied m the city of Trnovantum

CHAPTER XVII

ArTER him, Arthgallo hus brother wore the crown of the

, a man m all he did the very contrary of hus brother.
For he made 1t his business everywhere to smite down the
noble and upraise the base, to take away from the nch that
which was therr own, and to hup up untold treasure for
himself The which the barons of refusing to put
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out the whole ki to mtumate unto those prnces that
were vassals of the crown that he was fam they should come
to visit hum  And when all bad come together m the aty
where he lay, he bade that each one of them should come

he
mto his chamber without any noise  For
R T T T
Ius head m case they all came m together m a crowd  Each
one, therefore, believing the story, obeyed hus biddmg and
came into the house orderly, the one after another Ehdur,
the meanwhile, had given order unto his serjeants that were
thaeullrudy,mugeanhomnhemm,md,mehe
were minded to swear ce unto brother,
to smute off hus head mﬂhdwommn with them
all, and so, by fear of death, reconciled them all unto Arth-
gallo When the covenant was duly confirmed, Ehdur
brought Arthgallo unto the aty of York, and the

1t was that the name of the was upon hm,
for that he had shown, as I have sad, this pity towards his
o, y, years, and did

unto lus former But whilst that he was

s eldest brother Gorbonian m all good deeds, his twam other

brothers, Vigens and 3 ‘men from

every quarter, march forth to fight Having

won wvictory, they him and shut him up withm

tower of the aity of Trmovantum, settmg a guard to watch.
, they langdom m twain, whereof that

w ‘from Humber fell to the ot
of Vigenius, but the other with the whole of Albany toPeredur
At last, after seven years had shpped away, Vigenms died
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and the whole kngdom fell unto Peredur. When the sceptre
was set m his hand, he did ever thereafter govern the kingdom
mldly and soberly, msomuch that 1t was said of lum that he
did excel hus brothers who had gone befare hum, nor was any
mention made of Ehdur. But, for that death knoweth not
to spare any man, she came upon him unawares and snatched
him away from Iife Then straghtway 1s Ehdur led forth
from and a third time raised to the throne, who, after

ghndh!ﬁlledhuummbo\mtyand]\lsbee passmg
torthﬂnmmhghtonhuwwldkﬁhuputyummmplz
unto them that should come after

CHAPTER XIX

Arrer Eldur’s death, a son of Gorbonian took the crown of
the langdom, and did 1mitate hus uncle m wisdom as 1 wit.
For, exchewmg all tyranny, he excrased justice and mercy

ness.  After hun reigned Margan, the son of Arthgalio, who,
talung ensample by the gentleness of his kinsfolk, ruled
the nation of the Brtons m tranquility Him succended

Enmaun, lus brother, who d?armd s0 widely from
father’s want mn his treatment of Lhepeaple,t.hatmthgnxth
year of his reign he was deposed e throne of the

realm In hus place was set his hnsmm Idwallo, the son of
Vigenmus, who, admomished by the fate that had befallen
Enniaun, did pursue the paths of justice and nghm
Unto him succeeded Runno, son of Peredur, and him Gerun-
tis, son of Elidur  After lum came Catell his son, and after
Catell, Coill, after Coill, Porrex, and after Porrex, Cherm.
Unto hum were born three sons, Fulgenius, mwlt,Eldad and
Andragws, who reigned the one aiter the other

forward, Unan, son of Andragwus, succeeded, unto whntn
Elud, unto whom Cledauc, unto whom Cleto, unto whom
Gurgtius, unto whom Menan, unto whom Bledun, unto
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asem the very god of all munstrels.  Afte hum regaed Art-

pemissel, unto whom Pir, unto whom Then suc-
Cliguel, the son of Caporr, & man m all his acts
‘moderate and prudent, and did exercise

CHAPTER XX

Amhmmweededhumﬂdy,mdnﬂad'hehng'l;?
for forty years Unto hum were born three sons, Lud,
ms,-ndemns ‘whereof the eldest born, Lud, to wit,
took the kingdom on his father’s death
mn night glonous city-builder was be, he renewed the walls
ninovantum, and girdled it around with mnumerable
wwm. He did hkewrse enjom the citizens that they should
‘build houses and stately fabnics therem, so as that no aty
m far-off kingdoms should contan fawer palaces He him-
self was a man of war, and bountiful m giving of feasts.
And, albert that he had many cities 1 bis dommion, yet this
did he love above all other, and therem did he sojourn the
greater part of the whole year, whence it was
medKauhd,lndlfmthlt,byoormpunnnfthenme,
Kaerlondon. In a later day, hy the changmg of the tongues,
1t was called London, and yet lfmthﬂhnd.lngofthe
forexgn folk that did subdue the country unt
hath 1t been called Londres terthcduthof].ndh-
body was bund m the foresuid city migh unto thltgxte
which even yet 15 called Porthlud m British, but 1 Saxon

as he was crowned King, he did so abound alike mn bounty
-ndmpmweu,uthnthufamewuhrmtedlhm.d,wmm

‘Whence 1t came to pass that the kingship
of the whole realm did fall unto hum and not unte his nephews.
Howbeit, Cassibelaunus, yielding willingly to natural affec-
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tion, was not mmded that the youths should be without
kingdoms of ther own, wherefore he allotted a large share
of the realm unto each = For the city of Trmovantum did he
grant to Androgeus along with the duchy of Kent, and the
duchy of Cornwall unto Tenuantius He himself, howl

as wearng the sovereign dignity of the crown, was mmdful
to hold them along with all the princes of the whole 1sland
1n vassalage unto humself



BOOK IV

CHAPTER I

In the meantime 1t so fell out, as may be found n the Roman
histones, that after he had conquered Gaul, Julms Cesar
mmetnﬂwwlstofthekm And when he had espied
from thence the 1sland of Britaun, he asked of them that stood
lmundwhthndltm)ghtbenndwhnwemcheythtdwe!t
therem? Whilst that he was still looking out to seaward
after he had learnt the name of the kingdom and of the
people, “ By Hercules,” saith he, “ we Romans and these
Britons be of one ancestry, for we also do come of Trojan
stock For after the destruction of Troy, Zneas was first
father unto us, as unto them was Brute, whom Silvius, son of
Ascanius, son of Zneas, did beget. But, and if I mistake
not, they be sore degenerate from us, and know not what
warfare meaneth, seemng that they he thus sundered from
the world 1n the outer ocean. Lightly may they be com-
pelled to give us tnbute, and to offer perpetual obedience

them word, bidding them pay us toll and um
and untouched of the Roman people, and, ke the rest of the
nations, do o te, lest haply, by the

blood of these our kinsmen, we should offend the ancient
nobility of Priam, father of us n]l” Having sent this message
m a letter to ng Cassibelaunus, Cassibelaunus waxed
mdignant and sent hum back an epistle m these words

CHAPTER IT

CAsslmAms,ngoitheBrm:u,wCuus]uknsCaur

Caesar, 15 of the Roman people,

the whuch, msmahhofm@tmtndgoldorulm cannot

uvenletusalamdnthavemahodebeyon d the world and
56
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m penl of the ocean, but must needs presume to make a

snatch at our revenues, which up to this time we have
m queet. Nor 1s even this enow for them, save we
subject

mﬁghtbothhxmrﬁeedumndinrmrmn‘ry

CHAPTER 1II
‘WHEN he readeth this letter, Caws Julus Casar fitteth out

m:'hoxe ny W‘L‘.;'S‘E’.""’ nephews,
‘counsel wi was two

to wit, Duke of Trmovantum, and Tenuantus,
Duke of were, mareaver, that
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Venedotia, and Britael of Demetia, who, as they had en-

ennus ly ran m upon him, glad beyond
measure that 1t should ke m hs to strike even one
blow at a man so great Cesar, when he saw hum makmng a
rush at hum, recerved him on the held hum,
and smote hum on the helmet with naked sword as hard
as hus would allow. Then, the sword agam,
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tribune came him, but was slam by Nennius at the
first onset. At wbmﬂnd.ymm-pm,mmm
forward 1 close rank, and charging on undaunted
mﬁtaume,byGodsmwnthedly,lnd(hrm&h
hnwmmdﬂ:liwks;nnnsmn
camp and Dunngthe hthg tcgethet
thntwmldtnﬂn:hoops 3 betoos. b 15 s :hlps,ﬂ
mwghwm&cﬂudupmhuumpnfmhge And
his d him

hgmeunutm-b:dahythurmmd,mﬂmmmedunto
Gaul

su A it
according to the ments of his prowess _On the other hand,
Ius heart was wrung with sore gnef for that hus brother

that no man smitten thereby might escape on Live

CHAPTER V

Wm]uhnsthusmmedhlshu:kmthemylndhnded

on the shores of Gaul, the Gauls made great eff
andmmtoﬂthednmmonoi]nhm Forth:ym-deemm
th-thahn]bemwmﬁeblednthtthzy o longer
dread his power For amongst them all was there but one
same story, that the whole sea was seethng over with the
ships of Cassibelaunus, ready to pursue the fight of Julus

%
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humself, Whence the bolder spinits amongst the Gauls busied
them m taking thought how best to drive him beyond therr
frontiers, which Julus getting wind of, he had no mind to take
m hand a doubtful war agamst so fierce a people, bntchou

even to ﬂlt.hbmy

had s them of ey possessed and roared at them
wnhg.epg:emmohhm,hthmbeeomelgmﬂehmb,
and humbly bleateth out what a pleasure 1t 1s unto him to be
able to restore , nor doth he stint his wheed-
Ing until such time as he hath recovered the power he had
lost In the mnnwhﬂenotldlyplsedbuthechewu‘lthe
cud over hus fixght and the victory of the Britons

CHAPTER VI
AFTER a space of two years he agan maketh ready to cross

wnmmahmmthebowso(myofCun’lshpsﬂntmlght
come agamst them  Assembling, moreover, all the youth of
the 1sland, he constructed cantonments along the coast and
wasted for the enemy’s arnval

eve n for
. ebarkeh w3 e matosade of
Iurnnnmboud,ug:mmuwc the people who
had defeated him, and wreaked, mdmbt 1t would have been,
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so only he could have reached dry land without damage to
his fleet—a feat, howbeit, that he failed to achieve For
whilst that he was makmg way up Thames towards the fore-
said cty, his ships ran upon the fixed stakes and suffered
sore and sudden jeopardy For by this disaster not only

nshore  They, moreover, who had made shift to escape the
ﬁmtpuubythashnoithmwethmwledupwnhhmuma
lookmg Ctml’;l;nnus,whoxmod;;:]hehlnklﬂtheume

on, was en of the of them that were
drowned, mmhmc;ﬁmmmolmm He
glvctheslgmlto fellow-solduers, and charged down upon
the Romans  But the Romans, albeit they had suffered this
Jeopardy i the river, so soon as they stood on dry land,
withstood the charge of the Britons like men, and having
hardihood for their wall of defence, made no small slaughter

Britons” It was m view of this hkelihood that
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CHAPTER VIII
(CASSIBELAY this second victory, was
tily elated, and issued an edict that all the barons of
Bntam and n the aty of Trno-

mddaﬂmmhwlanmbernmhghﬂymbem&med,
besides thurty thousand m all of every sort of forest deer.
Andwhmthcyhdpndlﬂduhmmnmmthegnds they
feasted them on the remamnder as was the wont on occasion
of solemn sacnfices, and the day 2nd the mght they spent m
playmg games of divers kinds = Now, while the sports were

gomg on, 1t fell out that two noble youths whereof the one

Duke

Kung's nephew was Hireglas, lntlnlth ther Evelm

s o e other Evelmy

after many insults had been
Eve\msmn:heduplswo!dmdunmeaﬂrhexmg’snephgwl
head, whereupon was a mghty ferment m the court, and the
news of the murder forthwith flying abroad soon reached
Gussbelaunus.  Grievously troubled at bis kmsman's fate,

mwwlrtbdmehlm mdm-hmnmugmmhmabe

,_therefore, Cassil

elEvel.m,hzmnghtby mmemnn.l.ltnhv::wghtlt
m Androgeus’s own court m the aty of

Cassibelaunus, thereupon, finding that he umldnmohmn
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‘with a solemn oath that he would waste his duchy with sword
and fire, save he agreed to allow lus laim, Howbeit, Andro-
geus, waxing wroth, withheld obedience to bis demand,
nxmgwmthnolus,m.dehntewnnge
h“dhnsfnlk b
an about the court, besought thexmgwllymd:
huwnﬂ:,hntﬁndmgthnthewuldmmmdhyhuhry,
began to take thought whether he might not make shift to
devu:menthumunsofmthmdmghm At last,

utterly of us purpose , he
rualvtdtoullmCsnrtoh]ssuoeour,mduthslcttgfs
unto lim concerved m these words —

“To Caws Julus Cesar, Androgeus, Duke of Trmovantum,
after aforetime him death, now wisheth health I
do repent me of that I wrought against thee when thou didst
battle with my Kmg, for, had I eschewed such enterprise, thou
wouldst have conquered Cassibelaunus, upon whom hath
crept such pnde of his trumph as that he 15 now bent on
dnving me beyond hus frontiers—me, through whom he did
achieve the trumph  This 15 the reward that he holdeth due
unto my ments I have saved him his mbentance, he now
seeketh to disinhent me I have restored him a second time
hus kingdom, he now destreth to reave me of mme own king-
dom For mn fighting agamst thee all these benefits have

bestowed

St e B e
unjust Tan to e ut he, a
J ham &i to snatch the sword



64 Geoffrey’s Histories
hemmm-ndedmetndchm'll:{e suffer pumish-
‘ment for the whu:hwhmlxduxedtnda,
hemmewnhu.llhulwstmmmymvmnsandhﬂh
gnevously harrned them For which reason, pra thy
mm,ldow&yhdpmtlmybemwﬂﬁdby
my means thou shalt be master of all Britam In me hast
thou no cause for misgiving, for here 1s no treason The
mmvuofmmmmyedbym,.ndnmywmbe
that some may become friends that have aforetime been at
mﬂe,mdmethmbethntn!mﬂ:ghtmyyetwhlm
the victory.”

CHAPTER IX

‘WHEN he had read this letter, Julius Caesar took counsel with
Ius famibars and was advised by them not to go to Britan
simply upon the Duke’s verbal mvitation, but to demand
hostages m hmmmnghwmmhugnu:lh\thbdm
startmg on the expedition. Androgeus accordingly forth-

with sent his son Scarva along with thurty noble youths that
were mgh kmsfolk of lus own When the hostages were
delivered, Ciesar was reassured, and recalling hus troops, saled

the meanwhile had to besiege the city of Trmovantum
and to sack houses mn the country -
bert, as so0n as he heard that Julns had landed, he rased the

came m this
other, never a moment did they slack of flinging javehns that
carned death mto the enemies’ ranks, and dealing wounds as
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deadly with blow gn blow of ther swords _ The squadrons

were p the

1n therr fiight, and skarmshing heavaly with them on the hill-

side without bemg able to force therr way to the top  For

the rocks on the hill and the steepness of the ndge afforded
make

dark already, and cut off every means of retreat, to
homt.he by hunger what he could not force from
tmthonedlyswls(heBnnshrlu
waﬂhyoin[lu‘hnmuon,whwh m flight
befmethmxhnnwhnhdmb]ecﬁedthewhalewvddbadc
unto himself, and even 1n defeat now withstood him
mmhmoltheurthhxdhemnhkwwmuund,mdym
die for therr country and their freedom! To their praise 1t
was that Lucan sang how Casar

At the end of the second day, Cassibelaunus, who had all
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duch,u.lbentthth:hdhrmed country  And when
the messengers had

‘Why am I to be treated unfairly who could render my service
erther to hum or to another? Led blmdfalded of hus own folly
15 he that doth exasperate with myunes and msults the fellow-
soldiers unto whom he oweth his victories  For no victory 15

with hum 1f 1 may, for the mjury that he hath done me 15
enough revenged in this that he hath prayed my mercy ”

CHAPTER X

‘went to Julus, and
du%hlshw spake unto him on this wise
1d, already hast thou enough revenged thee upon
Cassibelaunus  Have mercy now upon hum! Naughtnwm
remameth for hum to do save only that he render
thee and pay due tribute unto the dignity of Rome ” nd
when answered hum never a word, Androgeus spake

agam
“This thing only, Casar, have I promised unto thee, and
nought more than this, that I would do mine utmost to make
Cassibelaunus acknowledge hin thy man and to subdue
Bntam unto thy sovereignty Lo, now, Cassibelaumus 15
vanquished and Britamn subdued unto thee by mine assistance
‘What more owe I unto thee? May He that did create all
dﬁorhldthntllhmldmﬂerlotddmmethltmyﬂh
me of mercy and hath done me nght as touching the
he done unto me, to be thrust mto pnson or chnned
m fetters No hght thing 18 1t to slay Cassibelaunus while
I am on live, nor shall I blush to render hum 2ll service that
I may save thon hearken unto my counsel ”



Of the Kings of Britain 67

Juls thereupon, his somewhat slackened by
fear of the all of C

on condition of his paying tnibute, the amount of the tnibute

he pledged humself to pay beng three thousand pounds of

silver and made friend

return of sprng crossed the Channel mto Gaul. Some tme
later, after collecting an ammy of men of all nations, he

marched to Rome aganst Pompey
CHAPTER XI
APTER seven years had passed by, Cassibelannus died and

was buncd m the crty of Eboracuss Unto whom succeeded
Tenuantws, Duke of Comwall, the brother of Androgeus, for
humself

that Tenuantws was , and governed the realm
with He was a man of warhke spirit and dealt
out strong-hand him, his ymbeline
was raised to the dignity, a strenuous knight that had
been nurtured n the Anﬁ Czsar He had

the other . And when the days of s hfe
were fulfilled, he gave up the helm of state to Guiderms,
But when y the tnbute which the
d had been raised to the

E-!
b
?

Empire, made a descent upon
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hummmmdum—chudo&h-nmywhowlsdhdm
the British tongue Levis Hamo, by whose counsel all cam-
ertaken were directed. This man,
when he had at the aty of Por-
chester, began by buildng up the gates of the city with a
wall 50 as to shut all 1ssue for the citizens, hus design bemg

etther to compel the hunger-starven burgesses to surrender
or otherwise to slay them without mercy

CHAPTER XIII

‘WaEN the tidings of Claudws Cesar’s armval was spread
abroad, Guiderius assembled every armed man m the realm

s army put Claudius was
shups, already were the Romans well-nigh scattered,
when the aside armour he was
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the ships shppmg away mto the forest Arviragus, there-
fore, weenng that Claudis was fleeng along with hum,

the sad ‘was a haven there, for
to lade and unlade, and a number of merchant carracks were
then lymg therem Hamo was keen to get aboard

ly coming
e haven, accordingly, hath from that day unto this been
called Hamo’s Port.

CHAPTER XIV
anwmuﬂaudxus,usoonlshewnldgethumm

Britons, and chose rather to subdue hum by prudence and
policy than to run the hazard of & doubtful encounter He
therefore proposed a reconcihation, and 'pmmlsed to give him
Ius daughter, 5o anly he would acknowledge the kmgdom of
Bntam to be a fief of the Roman Empire  The aldermen of
hus court accordingly counselled hum to lay aside his warlike
preparations and accept the promise of Claudis  For no
disgrace was 1t, they said, unto um to become a vassal of
the Romans, that they had possessed them of the
empire of the whole world Claudus y seat to
Rome for his daught mrﬁur:hwlth,mdlvuhnm;)umof.ﬂm
ragus’s assistance, brought the Orkneys the outlymng
1slands mto subjection to humself



Geoffrey’s Histories

CHAPTER XV

Ar the end of winter the envoys returned with hus daughter
mddd:vu'a‘lhcrnnmhﬂhthu' The damsel’s name was
Genuissa, and of so surpassmg beauty was she that she was
theldmmmnnfdlthltbeheldhm’ And after that they
were Jomed m lawful wedlock, she did kindle so fervent love
in the heart of the as that he held her, and her only,
dearer than all the world bessde Whence, being fan that
the place where he was first wedded unto her should be made
famous for ever, he proposed unto Claudmus that he should

the remembrance of so a
the proposal, and commanded a ty to be builded,
which, after his own name, he called lou, or Gloucester,

Claudius m that city, unto whom after the death of

the dukedom of Demetia did fall  After the city was jed
mdtheshnd'nsltpun,ﬂmdmsnmmedmkome,md
granted the rule of the 1slands of the province unto

At that time Paul the Apostle did found the Church of
Antioch, and coming afterward unto Rome did there hold the
Dishopnic thereof, smdmgMnkﬂ:eEvangnh:tmoEgyptm
pmd:t.he(;nspd wrntten
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unto himself Upon heanmng these tidmgs, Ve
smtbyﬂandnlselthﬂ'mhmgann xmunuhmmmth
to the Romans  But

so vast a multitude of men 1n arms had he brought with him
as that the Romans were scared, and durst not attempt to
land lest he should attack them Vespasian accordmgly
drewlwlyﬁvm:hltport,mdhchnguﬂmldeforTmu
As soon as he reached land, he marched upon Kaer-

both were sore cut up, but nerther obtamed the victory
But at mom upon the morrow, by the mediaton of Genuissa

the Queen, the Dukes made and despatched therr
fellow-soldiers over mto Hiberma When the wimnter was
over, Vespasian returned to Rome, and Arviragus remamed
m Brtam Atlast;on the verge of old age, b began to show
greater regard for the Senate, and ruled his kingdom in peace
and quietness, confirmed the ancient customary laws and
established others new, bestowing, moreover,

bhndmm,whmhewulpmhngmNmabvutmhug:
turbot dmtludbemuught,

“ Some shalt thou lead captive,
mmmmﬁw—dmmm
Headlong shall fall Arviragi

None was more stark than he m war, m peace none more
geatle, none jollier, none more bountiful in largesse  When
he had fulfilléd the days of hus life, he was buned at Gloucester
in & certam temple which he had bulded and dedicated m
honour of Claudius,
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CHAPTER XVIL
His son Marms succeeded hum m the kingdom, 2 man of
marvellous

exeraise justice, law, and peace, and all things honourable
throughout his kingdom

CHAPTER XVIIL

BuT when he had ended the course of hus hife, hus son Coill
nded the helm of state. Coul from childhood had been
g‘:mght up at Rome, and having been taught Roman ways,
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province or of any among the
therefore that which was demanded, and m peace held
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wdolatry, and where there were flamens there did they set
bishops, and archbishops where there were archfiamens
The seats of the archflamens were i the three noblest citues,
1n London, to wit, nndeorklndm('urlem,whmfthe
ancient walls and buildmgs still remammg on the Usk,
Glamorgan, do bear witness to the former digmity thereof
From these three was superstiion purged away, and the
eight-and-twenty bishops, with therr several dioceses, were

subordinated unto them Unto the Metropolitan of York
Derra was subject, along with Albany, both of which the
gxutnverﬂumber;;g dvide from Loegna. Unto the
Metropolitan of London Loegna and Cornwall were subject
These two provinces the Severn doth bound from Cambna,
that 15, Wales, which was subject unto Caerleon, the City of

Legions

CHAPTER XX

Ar last, when everything had been thus ordamned new, the
prelates returned to Rome, and besought the most blessed
Pope to confirm the ordmances they had made And when
the confirmation had been duly granted they returned mto
Britam with a passing great company of others, by the
teaching of whom the nation of the Brtish was i a bnef
space established n the Chnstian faith  Their names and
acts are to be found recorded m the book that Gildas wrote
as concerning the victory of Aurelus Ambross, the which
he hath handled 1n & treatise so Juminous as that n nowise
15 there any need to wnite 1t new in a meaner style.



BOOK V

CHAPTER 1

MeanwamLe King Lucins the Glorious, when he saw how the
worship of the true farth had been magmified m hus kingdom,
did rejoice with exceeding great joy, and converting the
revenues and lands which formerly did belong unto the

plesofldekunmabemruse,dld by grant allow them
t0 be stull held by the churches of the farithful ~ And for that
1t seemed hum he t to show them yet greater honour, he
did mcrease them wi hmadcrﬁelds:ndhudwelhng—h»nsa,

privileges of

of Our Lord one hundred and fifty-s:x  No 1ssue left he to
succeed him, whence at his death dissension arose amongst
the Britons and the power of the Romans was sore enfeebled
withal

CHAPTER IT

WHEN these tidmgs were brought unto Rome, the Scnate
sent as legate Severus the senator and two legions along with
him to recover the country to the Roman power So soon
nhehxdhnded,heﬂd‘xdib.tﬂewﬂhtheﬂnmm,mdone
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slacken m his em, He mustered his Romans
and the other Britons that still stuck to hum, marched off
to the gave battle But

by lus mother’s blood. Straightway the brethren fall to
fighting, wherem Geta bemg slan Bassianus obtameth
of the

CHAPTER III

AT that time was there in Britam a certam youth by name
Cnrmmu,bwnn( degree, who after that he had approved
n many encounters, made his way to Rome, and
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Republic should be more magnified thereby, than 1t could
bewﬂethehngdmnoﬂ]lnhmddnuedmh hlnds
ese fine promises he made cajoled the Senate, and h
mmdedmnbummgthnwmhehdnkedﬁyr,mmmmg
to Britam with ch
a number of ships, he made choice of a number of darmng
youngsters and putting to sez went round all the shores of
the kingdom and raised a t disturbance
e landimg i the slands,
ravaged the fields, sacked the towns and cties, and
ylmdaeddlthn:heypo&medﬁomthzuhnd Whilst
be was carrying on m this wise, all they that hanker ater

‘whom Fulgenws, hus mother’
Inwght mto Britam that did betray Bassianus, for ust m

the pinch of the battle, when 1t was thewr bounden to
come to Bassianus’ rescue, had been so
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the throne of the kingdom  He then visited the Britons with
exceeding bloody slaughter for that they had deserted the
Republic and had stuck to an alhance with Carausms

Howbeit, the Britons, grievously mdignant thereat, raised
up Asclepiodotus, Duke of Cornwall, mbeng,lndml.lnng

., pursued Allectus and hm to
battle He was then m was _celebra a
festival to the gods of the country t the moment he
was aware of Asclepiodotus’ armval, he qu sacnfice
and 1ssumg forth wath all hus forces Tum nght stoutly

Allectus, called together
th:remamderoitheknmmmmﬂmutymdshutdu
gates, settng garnsons m the towers and other places of
defence, weening that he could thus ma.ke stand agamst

oratl
him  But Asclepiodotus, espymg this that he had done,
tway laid siege to the city aod sent word to all the
Dukes of Britain that he had slan Allectus with many of his
men, and was now besieging Gallus with the residue of the
Romans withn London, wbere{omhehi:ti,mtmﬂy

other whatsoever of British race. And when all had come

15 made whereby they force an catrance and put the Romans
to the sword ntthekomam,lenngthnﬂmymbung

without a
surrender and dehiver humself and them y
pnymghnnofhnmucyt.hnth:ymlghtbem wed to
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depart with ther Lves Forwdl—mghdlo(th:mm
slam save one single legion that stll survived
Gallus yrelded hus assent thereunto, lndngellphxsmmlnd
himself unto Asclepiodotus, but when he did greatly deswe
to have mercy upon them, up came the Venedotans and
forming themselves m rank about them smote off every one
of their heads on that one day, over a brook within the aty
that was afterward called after the Duke’s name m Bntish,
Nantgallm, but m Saxon, Walbrook.

CHAPTER V

Tme Romans thus trampled underfoot, Asclepiodotus took
the crown of the langdom, and with the assent of the people
set 1t upon his own head Thenceforward he ruled the
country m right justice and peace ten years, checking the
cruelties of robbers and the murders wrought by the kmves
o( the h@wnymm In lus days arose the persecution of
Emperor Diocle wheremn Christianity was well-nigh
bhtted out of dxe ‘whole island, wherem 1t had remamed
whole and mviolate from the d.n)s of King Lucus For
Maximianus Herculius, chief of the armies of the foresaid
tymnt, had conquered the country, and by his command all
the churches were thrown down, and all the sacred scriptures
that could be found were burnt m the market-places The
priests, moreover, that had been elected, along with the
faithful commutted to therr charge, were put to death, mso-
dd

Tangdom
of Hoaven axd the delght thereof, as thaugh 1t bad been ther
own abiding God did therefore magmfy His mercy

ly martyrs, w)
where suffered would kmndle no feeble of
l’L"‘%.dxvnm dnnty“:ytb hearts of therr beholders, hndxl‘::::ll
knowledge thereof been lost unto ther fellow-countrymen
through bug-zvmlpervexnty f the barbanans. Amongst
others of that with undaunted courage stood firm
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mthnnnho‘ChnltnﬂaedAlhnofVauhmlndJuhm
£ Al

unheard-of wise, and it unto the
gates of J that 15 above, crowned with the
garlands of
CHAPTER VI
Coel, Duke of K: k that 15, Colchester,
raised an and after

slaymng him m a pitched battle, did set the crown of the
kmgdom upon hus own head  When the tidngs thereof were
announced at Rome, the Senate rejoiced greatly over the
dﬁthofﬂthgwhnhldthrw@mtbeensomlmuhle
unto the Roman pow: Clﬂmgﬁommdwl the disaster
theyhdsuﬁuedmthelmo the langdom, they sent as
legate Constantws the senator, who had subdued unto
therr domumon, a wise man and a hardy, who ‘wrought
more than any other to magmfy the power of the common-
weal Now Coel, Duke of the Britons, when he was aware

Constantus set foot withmn the 1sland Coel sent

unto him, and besought him of peace, pmm)smgiultylnd
hom-geaneondmm(hlthemlght the kingdom of
Bmunnndpnynmghth:ynndthewunmdmlmmumth
Roman sovereign

ty , Constantius
thereunto agreed, lndpelumdulyeonﬁmxlh ?.hegmng
of hostages A month afterward Coel vghkm
ﬂﬁ:‘ eat "‘"""" by """‘w"‘“‘" - ”'

hngdmnndﬂtaem t.herhllghtn-oandnnm'lla
Her name was Helena, and all the damsels of the kingdom

might mako stand sgunst hm _ Accordingly, so soon a5
hus messengers
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ud she surpass m beauty, nor was none other anywhere to
be found that was held more cunning of skill m mstruments
of music nor better learned i the hberal arts. None other
1ssue had her father to succeed him on the throne of the

Sithence that tine, eleven years had passed away,
when Constantius died at York and bequuthed the
unto his son ' Who, when he was raised to the honours of

the throne, within a few years did begmmmmlutpnsmg
great prowess, showing the fierceness of a hon mn mamtaining
)\Bheelmnnghupeﬂph,mmgthen nlmhbn:

i Britam, and by him were recerved with honour At last,
when many such had flocked about hm, they did str lum
Ilpmmhlﬂuio“hcmdtynnt,lndduihllolmadm
him m speeches such as this

“How long, O Constantme, wilt thou endure this our
calamity and exile? Wherefore delayest thou to restore us
to our native land? Thou art the only one of our blood
to give us back that which we have lost and

tion to Rome with thme army
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CHAPTER VIII

PrOVOKED thereunto by these and other words, Constantme
accordingly went to Rome and subdued 1t unto himself, and

thereafter did obtam the sovereignty of the whole world
He had taken with him three uncles of Helena, Leolin, to wit,

T e proconsuls f the Ko

raised an msurrection of .oman

unto whom the of 1sland had

been entrusted, and after slaying them, himself assumed the
And

fortifie
other, accordingly, was not slow m fulfilling the command
For when on a day Trahern msued forth of London, he lay
i wast for bam with a bundred sokdiers 1n & certain combe of
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the forest wherethrough he had to pass, and as he was gomg
by, salbed out unexpectedly npon him and slew hm n the
mudst of hus own fellow-soldiers _So, when this was reported
unto Octavus, he returned unto Britam, and after scattering
the recovered the throne of the kingdom Hence,
after a brief space, such was his prowess and so great plenty
of

CHAPTER IX
At last, worn out with eld, and destrous of malung provision
for.
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waxed indi for hus one endeavour was to make a snatch

great prowess and hardiment, and if any would gamnsay aught
combat. When, therefore, he appeared m presence of

twam Emperors, he spake unto hum mn these
“ What cause hast thou, Maximan, to be afeard of Gratian,

thee, and unto me have they given commussion that I should
notafy thee of the matter If, therefore, thou wilt come with
me mto Brtam, thou shalt achieve this adventure, the
plenty of gold and silver that 1s m Britamn shall be thme, and
the multitude of hardy men of war that dwell therem Thus
wﬂtthmbemghmmgtormnnmkome,md-fm
that thou hast driven forth these Emperors, then mayst thou
enjoy the thereof thyself For even thus did Con-
stantine thy before thee, and many another of our
lmpthlthﬂhmmmudhmnnmtkmpm
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CHAPTER X

MAxTMIAN, therefore, giving assent unto his words, came

amazement, weening that an enemy’s army was upon him
“‘hﬂdmuﬂmg\mmhxmamxr n);pbewhem~
mmdedhnnmsummonevu'ymnnmumsthronghautthe
country and to march
Ismbledllltheyou'.hohhtkmgdomlndmmemﬂws
Port, where Maximian had pitched his tents He, when he
percerved how huge a multitude they were that had amved,
was 1n a gnevous quandry, for what was there he could do®
They that had come with him were a far smaller company—
be dreaded the number and the courage of Conan’s fighting
men, and of peace had he no hope  Wherefore, calling unto
tum the elders of us host along with Maurice, he bade them
say what they thought best to be done m such an overtake?®
Unto whom saith Maunce

“ Not for us, certes, 15 1t to do battle with such an army
of kughts and warriors, nor came we hither for any such
Ppurpose as an mvaston of Britain by force of arms  Behoveth
us ask for peace and leave to abide m the land until such
time as we know the King’s mind  Let us say that we be
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EmpermmdtheSmnte they saxd that Maximan had com-
mission unto Kig Octavus to bear hum the mandates of
Gratian and Valentmian Unﬁowhnm(‘n:an “ Wherefore,
thm,uhcfdl«wdbywhrgeammplny? Thus 15 mot the
‘herem legates wont to appear, but rather that of an
army that 1s mmded to do us a mischief ¥ Then
saith Maunice “ Unmeet had 1t been for a man of so high
rank to come hither save mn seemly state and with due escort
of knights and men, and all the more for that as representmg
the Roman emprre, and also by reason of deeds done by his
fotéaﬂ:m hemyh.fzd hated of many kings _ Were he
with a lesser company, like enow
hzlmghzbeshm by the enemies of the commonweal In
peace he cometh, and m peace he doth beseech, as m truth
w@z'eﬂtubebdxevedkanthtwhwhhchaﬂxdm For
fmmdwtxm:ﬂm.lhmwahndedhvewewbdﬂvnd\uu
that we bave done no wrong unto no man
have we paid hike peaceful folk, wehvehough:fmrlytht
which we needed, and nought have we taken from any man

escorting
letmgfurthmtohlmthewhohmmrmmdxunhd
fallen out.

CHAPTER XI
TN Caradoc, Duke of Comnwall, taking with hum his son

tume destred, hath, by God's providence, now been brought
unto  happy 1ssue For thou didst ordam that thy barons
should ‘counsel as to what were best to do as concern-
mgbmilchydn@rumd thy kngdom, forasmuch as that
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mn these days thine eld doth so sore let and hinder thee of
governing thy people any longer Some there were that

and marrymg thy daughter worthily elsewhere, as fearng
themno(mrwlnh’ynmshmlldApxmmoi tongue
beset over them Others would have granted the realm unto
thydn@wsoshcwmmtdmlmthsomennbkolw
speech who might succeed thee on thy departure But
themmpanglveltuthurmelthnywmemmofdw
blood of the Emperors should be sent for, unto whom might
be given thy daughter and thy crown For they promised
thatlﬁmanda.bld.\ng would ensue therefrom, seeing
thnttheywmﬂdbepmmedbythepowerolkme Now,
therefore, behold, God hath dexgned that this youth should
be wafted to thy shores, who 1s horn not only of the blood of
the Romans but of the blood royal of the Britans, and unto
him, by my counsel, wilt thou not tarry to give thy daughter
m wedlock Fu,pmmemaushoddszdmymmmu,

and nephew of Coel our Klng whose d.lughter Helena none
can deny to have

Andwhm&ndochadt.husmnderqwﬂa(theco\lmda(
the barons, Octavius agreed thereunto and by common

whole strength, and hurrying forth to meet him defeated lum
m battle and returned home with victory Natheless was
Cmmnotsomfeehledthuebythnhemﬂdmngunn!l
hlsmm,uldwhmhehldgntthunwgﬂhﬂ set him agam
the provinces Maximian accordingly returned,
faughtnvuﬂb-tﬂumthhm,whuqnnmumchn
would come back victorious and at another worsted At
last, after each had mflicted sore loss upon the other, tlu
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CHAPTER XTI

Frve up with
bymmoftheplmggxutmoiguldmdnlvuthn
did daily flow m upon hun, fitted out an exceedmg

and assembled every
Forthemhnomemnotmmghforhm,buthemm
needs seck also to subjugate the Gauls.  Crossing the Channel,
hgwmtﬁntmmthehngdnmniArmmu,thatmwuuﬂnd
Brittany, and made war upon the Gauhsh folk that did then

when Maximuan had achieved so notable a slaughter, he was
overjoyed beyond all measure, for well knew he that after
the death of so many fighting men he should soon subdue the
country. He therefore called Conan unto hum without the
ranks, and saith unto him, somewhat smilmg the while-
Lo, we have won us one of the fairest realms of Gaul, and
herem, behold, heth good hape that we be able to win the
Hasten

rest we, ueim, to take the cities and strong
places thereof, before tldmgs of this jeopardy fly forth
unto further Gaul and call the rest of the peoples to arms

For, so we can hold this kingdom, I misdoubt me not but we
can’ subdue the whole of Gaul unto our dommion Nor

thee m this country, for m this langdom wall I make thee
King, and 1t shall be another Britam that we will replemsh
with men of our own race after that we have driven out them

glades and thereof right pleasant, msomuch as that
m my i 13 there nowhere to be found a land that 1s
tful ”  And therewithal did Conan head

before hum and con hum thanks, promising that, so long as he
should live, he would do hum homage and fealty as his loyal
vassal
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CHAPTER XIII

ArrER this they called out therr troops and marched upon
Rennes, takmng 1t the same day For when they heard how
cruel

cties and other towns did follow their ensample, whereby was
easy entrance made for the Bnmns, who mto whatsoever
place they entered, slew all that therem was of male kind,
sparmg only the women. At last, when they bad utterly
dmennycv«ymglemﬂethatdwdtmfhewhdbofﬂm
provinces, gn.mmed:hecmesmd towns with Bntish
warmors and established umpsmdxvusphosnpu)the
s cruelness
v\asbnnbedlbrudthmughmtdmnthavavmmofcnnl
2 mighty consternation fell upon every duke and every prmce,
:nnsmuzoﬂ:ah)pehndﬂtysveonlylnoﬂmngpnym
and oblations to their gods From every country quarter
they fled unto the cities and strongholds and whatsoever

finding )
hardihood and made haste to multiply hus army by offer of
swingeng bounties unto recruits Forw be knew
tobegreedyoio(hzrmmsgmds did he enlist, and
stinted not to stuff ther wallets with gold or silver, or
hq;meo!onckmdoxnnoﬂmr

CHAPTER XIV

Taexesy did he gather such a host about hum as he weened
wumwiorhmmbenbhmmb,uputhcwholeo‘(}uﬂ
Howbert, he did put off practising further seventies for a

until the kingdom he had taken began to settle

and should come to him, besides thirty thousand soldiers who
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should safeguard them that were to remam in the country
hnmlnymmmnnniﬂ;‘my. And when all these things
! and armved, h

them amongst all the nations of the kangdom of Armorica,
and did thus create a second Britamn the which he did bestow

Then,

ﬁlml;slywmkhnsmmgenpondumkmpum

and Valentiman, that he slew the one and put the other to
flight from the aty of Rome.

CHAPTER XV
1IN the meanwhile the Gauls and Aquitamans did sore harass
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CHAPTER XVI

DroNorus accordingly, upon seemg Conan’s messenger, being
desirous of obeymg his wishes, assembled together from the
divers provinces the daugbters of nobles to the number of
eleven thousand, and of others born of the common people
E thousand, and bade them all meet together withm the
aty of London Heammmdudhlrthuthntshrpsxhﬂuldbe
brought thither from the varous wherem they might
belmtnvmlmmt.helmshndxtbl awaited them. For
albert that m so vast a company many there were that were
well-pleased with ther lot, yet were there more unto whom
1t was displeasing, for that they loved thewr knsfolk and
therr country with a greater affection Nor, haply, were
some who prefernng chastity to marnage would
rather have lost their life even m some foreign nation than
obtam wealth and a husband on this wise For albeit that
few were of the same mind, yet would well-mgh all have
chosen somewhat different could they have had therr own
way m the matter When the fleet was ready, the
go aboard and dropping down the niver Thames make for
the highseas At last, Just as they were tacking to make the
shore of Armonica, & contrary wind sprang up m therr teeth
and very soon scattered all therr company  The ships were
all m sore jeopardy m the mudst of the sea The more part
of them foundered, and those that did escape utter ship-
wreck were driven on to barbarous 1slands, where they were
either slam or sold mnto bondage by the uncouth le,
nasmuch as they had fallen among the detestable sol of
Guanms and Melga, who by command of Gratian did ravage
all the nations along the coast and Germany itself with
dreadful slanghter Gnnmuxwul(mgolthe Hunslnd
Melga of the Picts, whom Gratian had specially commussi
and sent mnto Germany to hln.nlnddlythﬂnthltﬁvwmd

‘met the d: ‘ theywere

would
‘with them, but meeting derual, (dluponﬂlﬂnlndd-nghwed
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by far the most part of them without mercy Then the
detestable Dukes of the Picts and Huns, Guanms and Melga,
who favoured the cause of Grabn and Valentman, when
they learnt that the sland of Britam had been emptied of
all its men-at-arms b steered thitherward, and takng
them of the neghbour nto therr alliance made straight
for Albany  Settmg their men m marchmg order they accord-
mgly mvaded the kmgdom wherem was nerther ruler nor
defender, and slanghtered the helpless common folk, for
Maximuan, as hath been sad, bad taken with hm all the
young fightng men that he could find and had left behmd
none but the unarmed and witless tallers of the soil  So when
Guanms and Melga found that they could make no stand
agamst them, they made no small slaughter amongst them,
never ceasing to sack and ravage the crtzes and provinces as
they had been so many sheepfolds, When, therefore, this
sogmvwsmlmtymmpomduntolhmm hesmt
Gratian the Burgess with two Jegions to therr assistance,
who as soon as they landed n the 1sland gave battle to the
enemy and drove them forth mto Haberma with sore slaughter
In the meanwhile Maximian was slam at Rome by the friends
of Gratian, and the Britons whom he had brought with him
were slam or scattered They that made shift to escape
betook them to therr fellow-countrymen m Armorica that
now was called the other Britam
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CHAPTER I

Now Gratian the Burgess, when he heard of Maximan s
bemng murdered, mmedtheuuwnofthchngdammd
made himself King  Thenceforth such tyranny wrought he
over the people, as that the common folk, bundmgﬂum
togethﬂfdluponhxmandslgwhnn ncvsbemg

spnkmofmmdkoml{xbemu mdbnngmgmﬁhtbzm
Scots, Norwegtans, and Danes, did lay waste the realm from
sea to sea with sword and fire. On acoount of this devasta-
tion and most cruel oppression, messengers are sent with
letters to Rome, begging and entreating that in answer to this
tearful petition an armed force may be sent to avenge them,
and promismg farthful subjection for ever, so only the Romans
will drive their enemies away A legion accordingly that had
not suffered m therr former disasters 1 placed under therr

with the enemy At last, nfmﬂmnpassmggrmmnlumde
onhemhadheensmdmndm,ﬂmkommdmvethm
out of the country and freed the wretched commonalty from
this outrageous havoc  They then bade the Britons make a
wall from sea to sea betwixt Albany and Dera builded of
turfs, that should be a terror to wamn off the enemy and a
sl.fngul.rdmdmofdmwunn'y ForAlbnnywusllturly
wasted by the barbanans that haunted therem, and whatso-

ofmhnd&dmﬁ:hwmktghtdﬂxgﬁy,m
at the public at private did com
kg o e el P P
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CHAPTER TI

TaE Romans thereupon gave public notice to the country
ﬂntdzenoefmwudtheymu!dmnowuebemhledlgnn

undertake any more expeditions of this kind,
andthncmchmdmgxmtmumyhyhndmdmum
that of the Romans held 1t disgrace to endure fatigue-work
forthenhofapn:tkh‘;fwwud]{,pd‘mng ds

come together, Guetheln, Metropolitan of London, was
chllgedmnukelspea:humthm the which he did m

these w
“At tbeblddmgo{t.he princes standing here present, my
boundmd\ltyltumspakunmyw,yetneedamnstlweep
than make appeal

rather unto ye m any For
hl:nltgnevﬂhmeo(tbcfuﬁmmlndorphmhmdﬂm

men m the several handicrafts of trade Wherefore, when

mlmryufthemnﬂofthse to and fro for
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nought save to fight your battles They have now chosen

mmhethewhhof&eklhmyepythanmyhmgu
to endure these fatigues by land and sea.

maanmmmemu,lmmm:mghmfmm

15lost by any  But if that men ye be, quit ye like men, and

pnyﬂ:mtﬂeglveyehrdlhoodmdefendyunrhudm”
when he had made an end of

ch & cheermg
shoutmg arose that ye would have s they were &l
hnmmmgommdlvdour
CHAPTER III

A¥FTER this the Romans encourage the tumd folk with brave
counsel, and leave them patterns whereby to fashion their
arms They did hkewse ordam that towers should be set
at mtervals overlookmg the sea all along the ocean seaboard
nfthemuthemdnm'hm they had therr shipping, for
that here was most perl to be dreaded from the barbanans
Butunnnltmmkeuhwknfnhaggudmnpﬂ
wmnhnschohxnf:plmghmn,n:dh:ﬂmt

leep learnmg before them doth but scatter pearls before
swme For so soon as ever the Romans had

never to return, they set to work to lay waste the 1sland with
more than their wonted assurance  And m face of all this,
but to post their slow-
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away, who 5o stuck there day and might squatting on thewr
silly Meanwhile the long hooked weapons of the
wherewithal they the

ground

unhmelydenh,foxthxtby speedy departure they
voded beng snatched away by the same gnevous and
hngmngmmmunthmbmhmudthurdnﬂdrm o,
'vengeance of God upon past sms! Such was the doom
tbatbeﬁdthm-ghth e wicked madness of Maximian that had
draned the kingdom of so many gnl]s.ntw-mm,who,hnd
Iheyb-upmmtmsomn no people could have
fallen upon them that thqwnumth;vehmdtoﬁne

as was well seen, 5o long as they remamed 1 the land
enough hath been said Fomhugmumsmdmh-gh
wall, agamn the country folk are put to flight, agam are they
scattered, even more hopelessly than they were wont, agam
mt_hzypumedhythemy,:g‘mm overtaken by
a yet bloodier slaughter, and the wretched common folk are

:llnmuxtheyn\lghx. Sad and sorry return they home to
tell theur fellow-countrymen how ill their petation hath sped.

CHAPTER IV

ArrEr taking counsel hereupon, Guetheln, Archb:
London, passed across the Channel into Lesser Britam, w]
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d

long 10 pesce mayst thou possss the same-—should be by
them mhabited Far.nmyo(mnesgmmnsxmdsaf

the province have nisen up agamst us, the -stricken
rzmnmtofournxme,nndhlv:iomﬂdevuldour 1sland, of
old replemished with abundant wealth of every kind, as that
all the nations thereof are utterly destitute of the staff of
food, save only such meat as they can kil by hunting to stay
their hunger, nor was there any to help 1t, for not one strong
man, not a single warror was left unto us of our own people
For the Romans bave concerved a wearmess of us, and have
utterly densed us their succour  Bereft of all other hope, we
have now thrown us upon thy mercy, beseeching thee to grant
us t.hy protection, and to defend the kmgdom, of night thine

htnlnghtmbeuvwnedw the diadem of Constantine
i st ph b pm b
grandsires and great-gran e eets and
come! Behold,mmt.hyhnndsdoldd.wal.hg{mgdm
Bntam!”

Thereupon Aldroen thus made answer-

“The time hath been when I would not have refused to
accept the island of Britam, bad any offered 1t unto me, for
other country, I wot, is there none more fruitful whilst 1t

1shed, and hateful hath 1t become unto myself and unto other
B:A)nau But more than all other evil hath the power of the
mans

hold endurmg ity but that needs must he
s freedom and bear the yoke ‘Who would
not, therefore, choose rather to less elsewhere, than

mhold:ﬂmznchsthueoinndertheyuhnfﬂnuy?
Thus realm that 15 now subject unto my dominion d
ke g A e
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whom my homage 15 due This smgle kingdom therefore

have I chosen to prefer before all other nations, for that I

unguvem:tmﬁeedom, yannhdess,nﬂ:ﬂwcﬂntmy
ther

and gr
held right 1 the sland, Idacomm\tunwthychlrgemy
brother Constantine and God so

y
as T have said, if 1t please thee to hm Butasofa
greater number I do deem 1t night to hold my peace, for that
mroad of the Ga: th daily threaten me

Bdmld hmqt:engo( forsaken Brtam! Only be Chnst
with us, and lo, bere 15 he that 1 our safety, our hape, our
107'” No need of more The ships are made ready on
the coast, the men are chosen from divers parts of the
langdom, and delivered unto Guethelm

CHAPTER V

AND when everything was ready they put to sea and made
for the haven of Totnes Forthwith they assembled what
was left ofthe youth of the uland, and attaclang the enemy,
through the ments of the blessed man, obtamed the victory
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gavemdurgehoGncthdmmbehw@tnp At last, after

ten years had passed away, a certam Pict that was his vassal
came unto him, and feigning that he did desire to bold secret
converse with hun, when all had gone apart, slew him with
a kmfe 1n a 5 thicket

CHAPTER VI
Ox the death of Constantme a dissension arose among the
whomtheyshouldnlsemduthmn were
for Aurelms thers for Uther Pen , and
others for others of the blood royal . At last, while they were
stall cont nn'imthume-ndnowhrt.hlt,vmun

and nexther of thy brethren can be made King by reason of
thurd:ﬂdshnge,nornmothuo(thyhmﬂydnlm
whom the people can raise to be King ow, therefore,
thou wilt be guided ymywlms:l,lndwﬂtlmxlhplymy
substance, I will bring the people mto such & mnd as that
shnﬂdmetheefnrkmg.lndl.lbmthnth
belgunstlt,lwxllheefheekvm:hls to the
doutu When Constans heard hum speak thus, he rejoiced
t Joy, and promised with & solemn oath
thxthewould whatsoever he might will So Vortigern
mkhmlndlnihmm!mdmdldmmyd-mymd

there none other that durst o anomt him King, for
:h.:heh.dbea.monkmfmmﬂn@:besom
Iated N.th:luu,mthrthnd:dherdusethem:hn
Vortigern did set upon his head m lieu of a bishop

CHAPTER VII
WHEN Constans was thus raised to the throne, he commutted

o Vortigem the whole rdinanoe o the kingdom, and gave
hum up utterly unto his counsel m such sort as that nought
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did he do without his bidding Andthndldhconto(d!m
feebleness of wit, for that i the cloister nought had he

of the governance of a kmgdom 'l'h:whx:hwmeﬂmgem
understood, he began to take thought within lumself by what
mﬂnshemlghtbemldexmgmhsnud,hrofalmgume
this was that he had coveted above all thmg,mdhe
now saw that this was a fittng ttme when his wish might
llghtlybe-zrnedmmdect For the whole realm had been

people nor of the nations around , mareover,
, to wit, Ut

Ambrosius, were not yet out of the cradle, and mcapable of

the rule of the kmgdom. A ‘muschance, moreover,

come mto therr honours as it mught happen when ther
fathers and uncles had been slan 1 the battles that had
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told me that the Picts are mmded to lead the Danes and

uttermost. Wherefore I propose, and unto me seemeth 1t
the safest counsel, that thou shouldst retam certan of the
Picts n thy court that may serve as go-betweens to bring us
witting from them that be without For, and it be true
that already they have begun to rebel, they will spy out
the contrivances and crafty devices of therr fellows m such
sort as that lightly mayst thou escape them.” Herem
behold the secret treachery of a secret enemy' For not m
this wise did he counsel Constans as having regard unto his
sllety,hxtnﬂwrinrthntbehmwfhel’mwbelshlhy
folk and swift to every cnme ~ When that they were drunken,
therefore, o moved to wrath, they mught full easily be egged
onagamst the King and so murder him out of hand Whence,
1f aught of the kind should happen, the way would be
unmmmondv.nmghmuunmmekmgdmmashe
had so often coveted to do  Sending messengers, there
mto Scotland, he mvited a hundred Pictish soldiers Imm
thence and recerved them mto the King’s retmue And
after that they were received, heshuwedﬂlmbonuurnbﬂve
nllother, ﬁllmg thewr pouches with all manner of bounties
their bellies with meats and drnks beyond measure, 1n
suchmrtuthattheyheldhlmmbelveryhng Accord-
ingly, thz{“wvn]d waltupon hum through the streets smy

‘more pleasing in their eyes = But when he had won the hearts
of them all, he made them drunken, saymg that he was
minded to retwe from Britam that he might acquire more
abundant treasure of hus own, for that the scanty allowance
he had could not possibly be enow to keep fifty soldiers in
his pay Then, in sorrowful-scemmg wise he betook hmn
privily unto his own lodgmng and left them dnnking m the
Upon seeing ths, the Picts, beheving that what be
u.\dw-smu,wexelggn beyunduﬂmglndbegmm
mutter one with another, saymg * Wherefore suffer we this
munkm)w:> Whydnwemtn:hersh him, so that
Vortigern ma ssessthet.hmeoh.he lom? * For who
but he oughtmsumaedbnm the kingdom? For worthy



Geoffrey’s Histories
15 he of all dommon and honour, worthy 1s he of all s
Teignty, that stmteth not to bestow such largesse upon u

CHAPTER VIII

‘THEREUPON they burst mnto the sleeping-chamber, and fall
suddenly upon Constans, and off his head, bare 1t to
show to Vortigern, who when he 1t burst mto tears
nmmvvmhm’z‘fmw,dbemmﬂmmm
he so with the citizens
ahm,ml:mm]wmmmhmm
the traitors be first set m fetters and then beheaded for

nwmenf.ﬁop\ng:hlmnflobhd(lmme At last, the
‘matter not cleared up, they unto whom had been com-
mutted the nurture of the two brethren, Aurellus Ambrosmus
and Uther Pendragon, fled away with them mto Little
Bnmnfelrmgknthcylhml]dbeshmofvomgm There
ng Budec received them and brought them up m due

CHAPTER IX

Now Vo ,, when he saw that there was none his peer
m i , set the crown thereof upon his own head and
usurped precedence over all lus fellow-princes Howbert, his
treason at last bemg bhdyknﬂwn diempleolthn
nexghbourng ont-islands, whom the P: with them
mmA]hlny,msednnmumecumlglmsthlm. For the
Pucts, that their d had been thus
wtwda&honmumnf&m,wmmndedm

‘them upon Vortigern, whom:hmbymtonlymmnbhd
mhsmd,htmﬂuuihnvyhnmmg:thﬁghﬁngu
men m battle the other hand, he was still more sorely
umHuimhlsmmdhyhndxudnlAnmhusAmbmslmmd
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s brother Uther Pendragon, who, as hath been said, had
fled mto Little Botam for fear of him. For day after day

CHAPTER X
In the meanwhile three brigantines, whlcnwe “lang

lnﬂupmnedbythetwnbmﬂumﬂ de
Vortigern was then at Doroberma, which 1s now
Canterbury, hlscnswmbemngmtihltutyvnynfm
When his messengers reported un h.mﬂn certam men
unhmwnlndb)gufsutmehdlmved he took them to

years and readier wit than the others, thus began to make
f them

country that whensoever they that dwell therem do multiply
mthxckuponthzgmund,thepmdlhe‘m*

do meet. ‘the young men of kng-
dnmwmm?eﬂm They do then cast lots and make
chotce of the hkehest and strongest to go forth and seek a
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mdhdedunobzyihemmthnhthbemmdunednf
time mmemonal. They did appomt, moreover, us
m,dwbmlmmndﬂmmdihumbﬁ

ordaned of yore, hlvew:pntmsﬂmdundﬁtkegmdmoe
of Mercury have sought out this thy

At the name of Mercury the Kmg hfted up his countenance
and asked of what manner rehigion they were  Unto whom

€ do worship our country gods, Saturn, Jove and the
rest of them that do govern the world, but most of all Mercury,
‘whom m our tongue we do call Woden Unto him have our
forefathers dedicated the fourth day of the week that even
unto this day hath borne the name of Wednesday after his
name Next unto him we do worship the goddess that is

it
gneve me of this your belief, the which may rather be called
ymn'nnbd:d yet natheless, of your commng do I rejoice,
ather God or some other hath brought ye hither to
snewurmemmmehmro!need For mme enemies

onset, butlmien of the country to do much
of the the Saxons that were there did battle m
such it as that the enemues that aforetume were

ever wont to have the upper hand were put to flight, hot
foot, without delay
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CHAPTER XI

VORTIGERN accordingly, when he had won the victory by
their means, mcreased his bounties upon them and gave
unto therr duke, Hengist, many lands m the dstrict of Lind-
sey for the mamtenance of himself and his fellow-soldiers

he found the King bare so great a fnendship towards hum,
spake unto him on this wise

huther thy brother Aurchus Aml the shores of
, that, after deposing thee, they may raise lum to
be Kmg ~ May 1t therefore please we send unto

one further would beseech of the discretion of
thy clemency, were 1t not that I misdoubt me I might suffer
a demal saith Vortigerm  “ Send there-

thy realm. Themknfln]ilﬂmn?xmmmlghthvab@
grlnﬁednnﬁumbomnf-{unilythlzhathhddhnhthue
titles of nobility ” Saith Vortigern ““I am forbidden to
gnntmybmnohhxskmdnpondzﬂ,hrﬂntyebefmugw’
and heathen men, nor as yet have I leart your manners and

customs so as that I should make ye the equals of mmne own
folk, noryet,wmlmholdye-smmemvaymnu—y—
iolk could X Mpnwdmtofmd:lmntsomhmmo(
the realm were agamst 1t ” to Hengist  “ Grant,”
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saith he, “ unto thy servant but so much only as may be
passed round land

unto his succour _ Straightway, as soon as he had despatched
his envoys mto Germany, Hengist took a bull’s hide, and
wmghtthenmcmmlmglathmgthrwghm He then

with s thong a stony place that he had

t ly chosen, and withm the space thus meted out
«did begn to build the castle that was afterwards called 1n
ritish, but mn Saxon, Tt the which

King accordingly came prvaly forthwith, and not only
ptusedth:worksosmftlywmught but recerved the soldiers
that had been mvited mto his retinue  And after that he
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the damsel drmk  Then he took the cup from her hand and
kussed her, and drank, and from that day unto this hath
the custom held m Britamn that he who drinketh at a feast
suth unto aaother, “Wacht heil'” and he that

wax

damsel, and demanded her of her father. s-mnmumg

mmhnhnrt,lny,ivrthathe,bemglchmndxd
mate him with then woman Hengst, a crafty man

all were of one counsel, that the damsel should be given unto
the King, and that they should ask of hum the province of
Kent 1n return for her Sothemlﬂzrwlssetﬂedmltalhmd
The damsel was given unto Vortigern, and Fmvlnceo(
Kent unto Vortigen without the knowledge of
the Earl that of right was lord thereof That very slme
mghtvﬂs thengwnddedunmthehnthmwnmnn,mth
hom thenceforth was he beyond all measure well-pleased
Nathdm,thuebyﬁxﬂsmfﬂydﬂh:mseupenm-@nst
Tum amongst the barons of the realm and
children Foraﬁorehmehndthmesonsbeenbomnnmh:m
whereof these were the names Vortimer, Katigern, and
Pascentus

CHAPTER XIII
At that tume came St Germanus, Buhnp of Auxerre, md
word of God unf
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meet 1s 1t that I be nor shght my
counsel, for by the valour of my folk shalt thou subdue ali
thine enemies unto Let us mvite also hither my

ships and multiphed his numbers daly So when the
Brtons saw what he was dong, they began to be adread of
unmthengthxtheshmlldhnmh

1

harassing and

Eﬁchedhtﬂuheﬁwghtmththem, the first on the river
rent, the second at the ford of Episford, where Horsus

and Catigern, another son of Vortigern, met hand to hand,
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CHAPTER XIV

Vomun thus having unghevmry at once began to
Istme , to
it them with lnd lumnllr, indmxepnr\.hc
d:md:esnﬁleblddmgofSt Germanus  But the devil did
straightway wax envious of his goodness, and entering mto
the heart of hus step-mother Rowen, did egg her on to com-
pass lus destruction She,eﬂhngmherndl\]ﬂwulughts

of witchraft, gave him by a certan famibar of his
whom she had corrupted with bribes mnnumerable, ndnllgl:t

of poison  No sooner had the noble warrior drunk thereof
than he was smtten with a sudden malady so thlt
hope of lus ife was none mehbadenmdmrs
come unto him, and making known unto them that death
was already upon him, distnbuted amongst them s gold
had heaped

, more-

ovu',thltwontmﬁghtnhsndemeverybltﬁe "he did
exhort to fight for therr country and to defend the same
lgumnnsm:hofthmm !uvedbymmhe
a
hxumpynmldlhunldbemughtfmhnm,mdutmm




CHAPTER XV

ArTER the death of his son, Vortigern was restored unto his
kingdom, and at the earnest mstance of his wife sent his
envoys to Hengist m Germany, bidding him to come back
agam to Britam, but privily and with but few men only, as
he was afeard, m case he came over otherwse, a

the

the amval of so huge a host was to Vortigern and
the princes of the realm, they took 1t m hugh dudgeon, and
2 resolved to give battle and

dnive them forth coasts Tidings of this resolve
Hengist b from his daughter,

and he forthwith bethought him what were best to do by
way of a counter-stroke over
Y devees the one that be made chorc of .t cnd
was to betray the people of the by approaching

brought
mypuposethnheyshnuldmmmmthhmmthemuy,
or m any way do violence unto any that dwelt therem. The
only reason he had brought them with him was that he

bad Ius return he was minded to be able to with-
stand Howbext, now that he had no longer any doubt
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|
]

together the of Ambruis on the
Kalends ozmy,mmn;ﬂmmgm,memmmm
the matter might be solemnly settled Now Hengust, having
a mund to put 1n use a new manner of treason, made ord-
nance unto hus comrades that every smgle onc of them should

E

B
3
&
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‘wrought not therr treason unavenged, for many of themselves
were slan whilst that they were putting the others to death
the Brrtons snatchmg the stones and sticks that were on the
ground, and m self-defence domg no httle execution upon
their betrayers.

CHAPTER XVI
AMONG others that were there was Eldol, Earl of Gloucester,
who, seemg this mhuywoknpnlnkethathehdfwnd
by chance and defended himself therewithal Whomsoever
hegotlt he brake hum the mb he struck and sent hum to
hell forthwith Of some the head, of others the arms, of

him, nnrdldhcsnrfxmthcphaebdmehehdslunswmty
men with the stake he wielded But when he could no longer
stand hus agamst so great a multitude, he made shft
to get away and betook him to hus own aty  Many fell on
the one side and the other, but the Saxons had the upper
hand, as well they might, seemg that the Britons, never
snspechng

HowsktT, he at last took counsel of his wizards, and bade
them tell hun what he should do They told hum that he
Jught to build hum a tower exceeding strong, as all hus other
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castles he had lost. He sought accordmgly m all manner of

to find one fit for such a purpose and came at last unto
Mount Eryn, where, assembling a great gang of masons from
dlvmeountna,htb-deﬂmnb\n!dthzm The stone-

, accordmgly, came together and began to lay the
ﬁoundmnns thereof, imt wlmsacva they wrought one day
mallswallowedupbythesollthznmmmchmuthat
they knew not whither their work had vamished unto  And

Carmarthen,
thzyawwmehdsphmbdmmegammdwmtmlmk
on at the game And bemg weary with travel, they sate
them down 1n the rmg and looked about them to see if they,
could find what they were n quest of At last, when the day

was far spent, a sudden qu sprang. a e
of youths names were Merln and Dalbutius  And as-
ey -, saith Dalbutius unto Merln

on both sides of the house, ? None
knoweth what thou art, for never a father hadst thou'” At
that word the m Lited up therr faces, and

essengers
narrowly upon Merlmn, asked the bystanders who he might
be Thc'ytouthunthnnmcknmhnllthn but that us
mother was daughter of the King of Demetia, and that she
hived along with the nuns n St Peter’s Church m that same
aty

CHAPTER XVIII

musmgm:hmponhumndoﬁwmmo(m
aty, and enjomed hum m the King’s name that Merhn and
Ius mother should be sent unto the King  The reeve, accord-
mgly, 5o soon as he knew the errand whereon they came,
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began to make mquiry as to who was the father
of the Iad Unto whom she made answer “As my soul
Iiveth and thme, O my lord the Kmg, none know I that was
Ius father  One thing only I know, that on & tme whenas I
and the damsels that were about my person were m our
chambers, one appeared unto me m the shape of a nght
comely youth and embracing me full strastly m his arms did
hﬂme,l.ndd&rﬂnthehldabldedwnhmesomehﬁh
time did as suddenly vanish away so that nonght more did I
seeof um  Natheless, many a time and oft did he speak unto
‘me when that I was sitting alone, albert that never once did
T catch sight of um But l!tﬂthathehdﬂwshmmd
me of a long time I did conceive and bear a child  So much,
my lord King, 15 my true story, and so much leave I unto
thee to mterpret mght,fornouo‘.hﬂ'havelknmtbltu
hth:runwﬂm youth” Amazed at her words, the Kmg
commanded that Mang:nuus should be called unto him to
declare whether such a thing might be as the lady had said
mngmuummgh:mgxy,mdwhmhemm
the story from first to last, smd unto Vortigern
boohcﬁourmmmmdmmmyhnwneshswllound
tbatmmymenhnvebeenbommmthewoﬂdonthlswue
For,lsApnlemmmﬂnglswndung god of Socrates
doth make spints be betwixt

Haply
ofthsehnhnppeaxedunwthlshdy,lndlsthefnﬂ:uoﬂhc
youth.”

CHAPTER XIX
Annwhml(erlmhndhurkenedmw:ﬂthm he came unto
the King and “Whel'efumhnv:lmdmymfhﬂ‘

been
called mto thy ptumce?" Unto whom Vortigem “My
wizards have declared 1t unto me as thewr counsel that I
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should seek out one that had never a father, that when I shall
have sprinkled his blood upon the foundation of the tower
my work should stand firm ¥ Then sad Merhn  “ Bid thy
e 1 The Ko amaeda s s, staghtees
d ahe” amazed at , y
bade hus wizards come and set them down before Merim
Unto whom spake Merlm “ Know ye not what it 15 that
doth hinder the foundation bemg laid of this tower? Ye
have given counsel that the mortar thereof should be slacked
of my blood, that so the tower should stand forthwith; Now
tell me, what 1s 1t that heth hud beneath the foundation, for
somewhat 15 there that doth not allow 1t to stand?” But
the wizards were adread and held ther . Then saith
Merlm, that is also called Ambrosus ¢ My lord the Kmg,
call thy workmen and bid delve the sol, and a pool shalt
thou find beneath 1t that doth forbid thy tower to stand ”
And when this was done, straightway a pool was found under
the earth, the which had made the soil unconstant Then
Ambrosus Merln agam came migh unto the wizards and
saith, “Tell me now, ye lymg flatterers, what 15 1t that 15
under the pool?” But they were all dumb and answered
nntoh:m‘neveraword And agamn spake he unto the King,

dragons
beheving hus words for that he had spoken true as touching
the pool, commanded also that the pool should be dramed
And when he found that 1t was even as Merhn had said he
marvelled greatly. All they that stood by were no less
astorushed at such wisdom bemg found m hum, deemmg that
he was possessed of some spit of God



BOOK VII
OF THE PROPHECIES OF MERLIN

CHAPTER 1

whanhugmtlehnhnusoﬂﬂenndbounﬂﬂﬂhndlm&dld
allure mnto Ius service  Wherefore, for that he 1t was whom
Idldmmumndydsmwpluselbvveaﬂm Idd
translate the prophecies and did send them unto him along
with & letter unto this effect.

“ ToE affection I bear unto thy nobility, Alexander, Prelate
of Lincoln, hath compelled me to translate the Prophecies of
Mﬁgtgfmmmmmlgm&e;
end of the History begun as concerning acts
Brtish Kings, for my purpose was to have finished that
first, and afterward to have pubhshed this present work, for
fear lest, both labours hangmg on my hands at once, my wit
should scarce be sufficient for erther ~ Howbet, sithence that
T am well assured aforehand of pardon bemng granted unto
me according to the discretion of thine own subtile wit, I
have set my rustic reed to the writing of these httle books,
and havemnt for thee thisunknown language Greatly,
“nud:elm,do marvdthtthmlh.utdelgmdmmmlt‘h this
nntomypoorpm,seungﬂutthemdof y power
might have commanded the services of so many more learned
116
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and more wealthy than am I to charm the ears of thy Minerva
with the delight of a sublmer song _And, to say nothing of

Gwﬂmyoilmmwuthshmddmnﬂhupnpemthdenhmn—

tions, eschew thou not to show favour unto lus minstrelsies,
and 1f 5o be that he carol out of time or tune do thou with
the ferule of thine own muses chastise him back mto keeping:
true harmony and measure.”

shall flow wit The rites of religion shall
be done away and the ruin of the churches be made manifest.
At the last, she that 1s o] shall and resist the

unto hus power, and the forests of Gaul shall he possess The
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hd(mmhuownmy:,mdhhwrhnwmklmmmnpon
humself of the Thunderer shall

Agamn
gartens be flled of foreign secd, the Ked one shall pme awa
&+ the furthest end of the pool ~ Thereafter shall the German
Worm be crowned and the Brazen Prmce be buried A term
hath been assigned unto hun that he shall not be able to
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overpess. A hundred and fifty years shall he remain i dis-
quet and subjection, but three hundred shall be be seated
therem. shall the North wind rise agamst hum and
snatch from him the flowers that the West wind had brought
forth. There shall be gilding 1n the temples and the edge of
the sword shall not cease Scarce shall the German Worm
find refuge m his caves for the vengeance of s treason that

overtake him Vet at the last for a httle while shall he

come upan bim and take vengeance upan bum for bis wicked-
ness _ He shallrestore their dwellng-places uato them that

wrung forth from the Lly and the nettle, and silver shall flow
from the hooves of them that low Theydntgucnspedlnd
scurled shall be clad m flecces of many colours, and the

garment without shall betoken that which 1s withn The
feet of them that bark shall be cropped short. The wild deer
shall bave peace, but humanity shall suffer dole ~The shape
of commerce shall be cloven m twam, the half shall be
round The raveniog of kites shall pensh and the teeth of
wolves be blunted The Lion’s whelps shall be transformed
mto fishes of the sea, and lus Eagle build her nest upon Mount
Aravius  Venedotia shall be red with mother’s blood and

that come after shall strive to outsoar the highest, but
the favour of the newcomers shall be exalted  Piety shall do
hnrtunmhnn'.h.ltdnthpnssusthmlgh lmpxetylmh'lhe
shall have clad lum m his father. Wherefore, girdled about
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with the teeth of wolves, thdnnbovexdmhnghnnﬁhc
mountams and the shadow of hum that weareth a helmet.

shall be set m her jaws be

forged m the Bay of Armornica. This shall the of the

broken covenant gild over, and the Eagle shall rejoice m ber

e roarmg whelps shall vigil, and

for the forests shall follow the chase withmn the walls of

cties  No small slaughter shall they make of them that

, the of bulls shall they cut out.

They shall load with chams the necks of them that roar, and
the days of therr Tenew forw

overthrow
change the forests mto a plan  He shall unite the divers
shares mto one, and with the head of the Lion shall he be
crowned  His begmnng shall be subject unto roving affec-
tiom, but s end shallsoar up to those above  For the seats
of the blessed shall he renew throughout the lands, and

udsshlﬂhcmmphcshdttmg Two aities shall

Iim shall Neustna lose both islands and be despoiled
o!hctl.ncx:ntd.lgmty Then shall the men of the country

edhc&mmthedxndinrthnxuﬂesm hndled
:mnngstthbhxe)gnus An old
wmw,thnnwethuponnmw-wmuhmse,shzummde
the river of Perexron and with a white wand shall measure out
umll.lthum Cadwallader shall call unto Conan, and shall

ve Albany mtahlsfdlnwshlp Then shall there be
;hughtero(tbeimugnm then shall the nivers run blood



Of the Kings of Britain 121

tushes withm the forests of Gaul. For the greater oaks shall
hesmbshmudlm,butnnmth:mdkrshﬂ]h:gnm
protection  The Arab mdtheAknnsh:llbendmdaf
hlmiarcvmmhoi\nﬂluts shall sweep the swiftness of
s career, mHe-guuo(theCasdcanuusshﬂsnmd
havmng horns of gold and a beard of silver, and a cloud shall
he breathe forth of his nostrils so dark as that the face of
the 1sland shall be wholly overshadowed There shall be
peace m hus tume, mdmh.ws:sshanhemulnphedbym
bounty of the soil. Women shall become serpents m their
gut nndullthmstepebemﬂotlmde. ‘l’h:usﬂuoiVems
new, nor shall Cupid’s arrows cease to wound
Everyfonnumlhn.llbemrnedmwhlnod and two Kings
shall encounter 1n nigh combat for the Lioness of the ford of
the staff Every soul shall riot m luxury, neither shall man-
land cease to follow after lust  All these things shall three
ages see, until the buried Kings be brought to light mn the aity
of London Agam shall fammne return, agan mortalty
return, and the citizens shall mourn over the desolation of
therr cities  Then shall the Boar of commerce arnve m the
land, who shall recall the scattered flocks unto the pastures
they have lost His breast shall be meat unto the hungry
and hus tongue as drnk unto them that thirst From his
mouth shall 1ssue forth nivers that shall slake the
of men Thereafter shall a tree nse up above the
Tower of London, that thrustng forth three branches only
shall

mouths, and the river of Usk shall seethe for seven months.
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The fbes thereof shall de for the heat, and of the fbes
shall serpents be engendered. The baths aty of Bath
shall wax cold, and the wholesome waters thereof shall breed
death. Lond of twenty

outcry shall be heard m the mountams of the Alps,

CHAPTER IV
“ TeREE fountams shall well forth m the of Winchester,
whereof the streams shall dispart the mto three
‘Whosoever shall drmk of the one shall rejoice m

shall be slam by hazard of sudden death, neither shall his
body be a corpse that men may bury. They
escape 5o deadly a swallow-pit will strve
divers coverngs  But whatsoever bulk be

ﬁsg
]
Bis
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Dlnmmlmmﬂlkam,lndhmmgfmhmmhmn
shall cry alou

thee transfer the see of the shepherd thither where ships do
come to haven, and let the rest of the members follow the

hath done thee hurt, and the diversity of the dyes thereof
‘Woe unto the perjured race, for by reason of them shall the
renowned aty fall mto rum ©  The ships shall be glad at the
greatness of mcrease, and out of two shall one be made
‘The Hedgehog that 15 loaden with les shall rebuild her,
and unto the smell of the apples the fowls of many forests shall
fly together. He shall add thereunto a mighty palace, and
‘wall 1t around with six hundred towers  London shall behold
1t with envy and trebly mcrease her walls  The Thames river

shall tremble for a Heron 1ssue forth
of the forest Calaterum, and shall fly around the island for &
space of two By her cries at night shall she call the

abear The Fox shall devour her mother, and an ass’s head

shall she wear In this gusse shall she affright ber brethren
and malke them flee mto Neustna _ But they shall awaken
the tusky Boar, and borne back together i a boat, shall do
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yndsmdmhﬁlesdvershllﬂty gather together thereby
Agam the Thames shall flow, and callmg his streams together
sh.n!lwnpnw&elmnuo(hubed ‘The neighbouring cities

M':khdemo!hss@tln‘lnvuwhhnmemmm

with the he shall breathe forth Out of hum shall
1ssue forth seven lions disfigured by heads of goats With
the therr shall they corrupt women, and
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whereby the medicme of heahing 1s meted out, and mn a brief
space shall the 1sland be renewed Thens!ulltvo!ollwthc
sceph’e,untovbanlhlﬂmnhmndengnn The

shaﬂmemm,mdnponnﬂymgmpmtshaﬂhenk
‘With his body naked shall he sit upon his back, and with his

t hand shall he lay hold upon his tail The seas shall
be troubled at the noise of hus crymg, and fear shall fall upon
the other because of im Therefore shall the second take

shall heed unto the weights, but his
shall he stretch forth mto Albmy They of the
Northern province shall thereby be aggrieved and shall throw
@mwamampm The Wolf that beareth the
ensign be captam of the companies, and Cornwall shall

vinces, but his head shall he hide n the depths of the Severn
sea; A man shall hug a lion 1 gold, and the dazzhng of the
gold shall blind the eyes of them that look thereon ~ Silver
shall wax white m the circuit thereof, and shall be a vexation
unto the wine-presses Mortals shall be drunken with the
wme that 15 set before them, and turning ther back upon
heaven, shall fix their eyes upon the carth The stars shall
turn their face away from them, and their wonted course
shall be confounded In the wrath of the stars shall the
mnmngmhewlmuodmthed:mnthavmshﬂhe
forbidden to fall Root and branch shall dungaplweamd
the newness of the thing shall be as a miracle = The shmmg
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of the sun shall be dmmed by the amber of Mercury, and
shall be a dread unto them that bebold 1t  Stilbon of Arcady
shall change hus shield, and the helmet of Mars shall call unto
Venus, The helmet of Mars shall cast a shadow, and the
rage of Mercury shall overpass all bounds Iron Orion shall
bare lus sword Pheebus of the ocean shall torment hus
clouds  Jupreer shall trespass beyond hus appomted bounds,
and Venus forsake the way that hath been ordamed unto her
The malignity of Saturn the star shall fall upon earth with
the ram of heaven, and shall slay manland as it were with &
crooked sickle  The twice six houses of the stars shall mourn
over the wayward wandenng of thewr guests The Twms
shall surcease from thewr wonted embrace, and shall call the
Umn unto the fountams The scales of the Balance shall
hang awry until the Ram shall set hus crooked homs beneath
them The tail of the Scorpion shall breed hightnings, and
the Crab fall at stnfe with the Sun, The Virgm shall forget
her maiden shame, and chimb up on the back of the Sagittary
The chariot of the Moon shall disturb the Zodiac, and the
Plenades shall burst mto tears and lamentation  None here-
after shall return unto hus wonted duty, but Anadne shall he
hudden withm the closed gateways of her sea-beaten head-
land In the twinklmg of an eye shall the seas hit them up,
and the dust of them of old agam begm to lve, With a
baleful blast shall the winds do battle together, and the
sound thereof shall be heard amongst the stars”



BOOK VIII

CHAPTER 1

‘WHEN Merlm had delivered these and many other prophecies,
all they that stood by were stricken with amazement at his
twhords,fdb;nnhnheywa(dwuppnhmdthadiiﬂmm&n’g
ereol ‘ortigern humself, marvelling above all other,
apphudtbeyamgmmsmtnol&mnthepmdn
themselves. For none had the then present age produced
that had on any such wise opened hus lips mn his presence
Accordingly, being famn to learn what should be the endng
of}usovmhie he besought the youth to tell him what he
knew thereof. Unto this said Merhn

“ Flee thou from the fire of the sons of Constantmne, if flee
1t thou mayst! Even now are they fitting forth their ships
~—ecven now are they leaving the coasts of Armorica behnd
and spreading their sails upon the deep Theywxllnukefnr
the island of Brtam and invade the Saxon race.
mcursedpmpkwﬂlthcymbdne,bntﬁrstmllthcyshmnp
thyself m a tower and burn thee! Unto thme own bane
didst thou betray their father and mwite the Saxons nto the
sland  Thou didst nvite them as thy bodyguard, they have
come over as thy headsmen Two deaths await thee, nor 1s
1t clear which one of the twan thou mayst first escape  For
upon the one side, the Saxons will lay waste thy kingdom
and will seek to compass thy death Upon the other, the
two brethren Aurelms and Uther Pendragon will enter mto
thy land seeking to revenge their father’s death upon thee
Seek out refuge 1f thou mayst To-morrow will they make
baven m Totnes The faces of the Saxons shall be red with
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Straightway, when the morrow dawned, came Aurelus
with s brother thousand

Ambrosius unto land with ten
wumu:mchnxeompmp

CHAPTER IT

WaeN the tidmgs of their comng were bruited abroad, the
Britons who bad been scattered with such slaughter gathered

they have been wont They called the clergy together,
anomted Aurelrus as King, and did homage to hum according

custom But when they led fallng upon the
Saxons, the King dissuaded them, bemng minded first of all
wio[lownpvmgan for so grievously did he take to heart
the treachery that had been t agamst hus father, that
nought him seemed to do save first of all he might avenge him

death hath he deserved, nor deem I that thou knowest not
how well he hath deserved 1t O, most wmpious of men,
worthy to die n torment unspeakable! Fust, he betrayed
my father Constantme, who had delrvered him and his
country from the ravages of the Picts, then Constans, my
W,-hunhenmdmbexmg,onlymdmuym
thmwhmlwhldhnndedhmuelfhyhu
t.hmsthlhelthmlmlmongstthekeanmo{(mhnd
that he might exterminate all them that loyally al
therr fealty untome _ Vet by God’s permussion D henoy
fallen unawares mto the snare that he had laid for Hs faith-
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none to be sorry. Yet, methinketh, all men may well be
sore gneved that this accursed people whom this accursed

agamst ipass
:hetl!:mn-yﬁmbemgmaﬂwednpmthmmnmhle
maw!
memmd-qugammmahuhndsmm
strove thexr best to breach the walls, but when -uPhy

CHAPTER III

WaEN the report of this reached Hengist and his Saxons he
was smitten with dread, for he was afeard of the prowess of
Aurelus  For such valour and hardihood was m the man,
that when he was m the parts of Gaul was none other that
durst meet him 1 combat man to man. For when he ran a

adread

them unto the further side of Humber, where they
the cities and castles m those parts, (or'.h-tt.heuxmwy
ever been open unto them as a land of refuge mgl’r
ness thereof unto Scotland vef.hgnpmmonmg
Swﬂnndhﬂmbemmtmnwhformmmdolmﬂ
nnwthepeoplealmmmn-y ‘Wherefore this tract of

to dwell m, and voud of native folk, had ever
offered safe resort unto strangers, msomuch as on account of



132 Geoffrey’s Histories
the natare o lem than the stuatun of the land 1t bad eves
Danskers and

thrown down even to the , and the restoration thereof
did he vow, so he might obtam the victory.

CHAPTER IV
‘Howserr Hengsst, when he learnt of his armval, took

troops
hnﬂdoﬁmnﬁmﬂmhh@mmmmhm
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thuther they should find those there that would stop them.

Eldol, Duke of came unto the King,

saymg

“ This one day would be enow for all the days of my Iife, so
God would grant me to do battle with Hengist man to man.
For one of us twamn should die or ever our swords should
be stil. For well do I mind me of the day that we came
together as if we were to have peace. And when we were
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he overtook upon lus way he exther slew or made captive as
‘bondsman, When, therefore, Hengist perceived that he
whunghunbeddnwnanum\ms,hemmmmdedh
enter mto the castle, but commanding his troops agam to
form m rank, deudedwmnthzhtﬂe,lmheknewthu
&emﬂcwddmmmwmdm,mdmtdl
huddmuhymhlumswon‘lmd:pur Anm,wlm
Aurehus had overtaken hum, he also ranked lis comrades m

comy charged night hardily upon hum  Natheless,
the ’hbldthen' n@smeml:nmdmynnbo&
sudes are wounded to the death. Blood reth everywhere,

ForAnx\‘lmshldsuumedthunlplnlshehaddmemthe
first battle When these charged down upon them, the
Saxons were forced to give ground, and after bemg broken,
albeit m nowise cut to pieces, were scarce able to form m
rank agam Then the Bntons advance more hardly and
harass the enemy with one accord Nor did Aurelws stmt
to cheer on his men to smite down them that came m his
way, to give chase to them that fled, and do all that man

it do to comfort hus comrades In hke manner did

, to and fro m all parts of the field, and
ealing deadly wounds upon the foe, yet ever, whatsoever he
did, was Ius heart set upon having but one
gathering with Hengist man to man,

CHAPTER VI
Axp whilst the divers companies were thus and

began to smite and smite yet agan exther upon other, irok
upan stroke. O, but those champions t.hlntndfun.heﬁght,
P when e Jat dinve at other and ther swords clas



Of the Kings of Britain 135

mﬁs'ﬂﬂdﬂugmpmlﬂlndmddmm And
whilst they were stll battlng on mumquulm
Duke of Cornwall, with the battalion he commanded and

mupmm he took fresh hardihood, and grippmg
Hengat by the nose-puece of bus helmet, pntiarthnllhu[mu
hm forth mto the midst of his own

Re] g thereat ess, he cned
d_ “ God hath fulfilled my desire! Up, men! 'and down
with these Ambrons d 15 the

victory,
for 1n conquerng Hengist we have conquered them'” In
the midst of all this the Britons failed not to bear down upon
the Paynums, charging agun and agaun, and when they fel
back, ad with

sojourned three days Meanwhile he bade the dead be
btmzdthewmmdedbeanmded,andthcwuxygwmm,
besides supplymg them with comforts of all kinds  After

thuhem!hdmgmhsmksmdhdemmnym
should be done with Hengist. Eldad, Bishop of Gloucester
lndbm\‘hzrn(EHnl,wupmmt a man of the highest
wisdom and piety He, when he beheld Hmpstmndmg
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hum be buried, and a mound of earth be heaped above hus
body after the manner of the Paymms

CHAPTER VIII

Taex Aurelus led hus amy unto York to beleaguer Octa,
Hengist’s son. And when he laid siege unto the city, Octa
musdoubted whether he might withstand hum and hold the
aty agamst so huge a host.  After taking counsel thereupon,
hcmdforﬂldongm‘hlhammnablenfthﬂnthnm
hum, bearing & cham m his hand and with dust upon
huhud mdpmmmihmbdomthcxmgmththue
words “Hygod: 'vanquished, nor do I falter to acknow-

covenant with them
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CHAPTER IX
HAVING now trumphed over all his enemes, the King called
together of

lsplmo!ﬁlteenda,m,whmhehsdmblmhednmﬂ:f
workmen 1n the several places, he repawred unto ),
whuch the ravages of the enemy had not spared, and sore
gneved at the destruction that had been wrought, recalled
the residue of the citizens from all parts and set hum to bring
about their restoration  There also he made ordimance for
the government of the kingdom, mzwmgthehwsduthd
dropped on sleep, and allotting unto the grandchildren the
that therr Jost.
estates had lost all hews he shared lmmgst
soldiers  For all hus thought and intention was turned
the restitution of the realm, therdommuno(thzchumm‘
themwﬂo(pmudhw,mddwndmxmmgof
Hznntwmtonmwmmrmmmnthemlsthc
other cities, and when he had there established all that had
to be stablished toward the restoration thereof, by advice of
Bishop Eldad, hzwg]:sunmthemmmrymghl(.mdnc,

buned whom the accursed Hengist had betrayed There
was there a convent of three hundred brethren upon the
Mount of Ambnus, who, as 1s said, was the founder thereof
m days of old When be looked around upon the place
where they lay dead, he was moved to pity and tears began
to flow At last he fell to ponderng withmn himself 1n what
mhemxgl:zbatmmmphoemmnble for worthy of
remembrance did he deem the green turf that covered so
mymbhwmnchlthaddmdforthﬂrmmu)
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Tand of building
stand for ever m memory of men so worthy. B\ltl!loiﬂlm
mumumgthurmmnurymsnchnmtfz w!revn!y
able to meet lum with a “Nay” Whereupon Tremounos,
Archbuhopof&eﬂmn,umennmthcxmgmdmh
“1If man there be anywhere strong enow to carry out this

hum, he sent ‘messengers through the divers countries
of the kgdom to find and fetch hum, and after they had
Jou t the provinces they found hum m the

‘teacheth me
me m the hour of need Athst.whmheh-dmhkemnnu-
denied them all, the King was not minded to ask him further
about the future, but spake unto him of the work he did

to construct. Unto whom Merln

and, so they be set up round thus plot m a cucle, even as
they be now there set up, here shall they stand for ever.”
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CHAPTER XI

Ar these words of Merlin, Aurelius burst out , and
quoth he- “But how may this be, that stones
ness and 1n a country so far away may be brought hither,
as 1f Brtam were lacking m stones enow for the job?
Whereunto Merln made answer “ Langh not so Lightly,
King, for not hightly are these words spol For mn these
mulmyswy,mdlhnhng\nmelg:nstmynl—
from the furthest ends

hrmtlmmlschcmthlthckﬂhmvmeoﬂmhcnk"
When the Britons heard these things, they bethonght them
that 1t were well to send for the stones, and to harry the
Insh folk by force of arms if they should be minded to with-

thengshmﬂ:er with fifteen thousand men, to attend to

this busmess They made choice also of Merlin, so that

whmumghth“wbedmshmddbedultwlth

his wit and counsel Then, as soon as the ships

are ready, they put to sea and make for Ireland with a
prosperous gale

CHAPTER XII

Ar that time was Gilloman King m Ireland, a youth of
‘marvellous prowess, who, 5o soon as ever he heard of the
Britons having landed m Ireland, got together & huge army
and started forth to meet them Andwhenheh:dlumed
the reason wherefore they had come, he langhed, and suith
he unto them that stood by.

“ No wonder the craven Saxon folk were strong enough
to lay waste the island of Britan when the Bntons them-
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witted wiseacres Who hath ever
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to fight for them® Arm yourselves, men, and defend
, for never while hfe 13 m me shall they carry
the smallest stone of the Dance
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to fetch me down these stones! Then may ye know whether
than

i

the Dance Some rigged up buge hawsers, some set
to with ropes, some planted scaling ladders, all eager to get
done with the work, yet natheless was none of them never
& whit the forwarder And when they were all weary and

lacked a holder he distnbuted as bounties unto them of hs
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household as rewards for their toil m his service. At that

CHAPTER XIII

Ar that same time Pascentius, Vortigern’s son, who had fled
away to Germany, called out every knight m arms of that
Jingdom agamnst Aurehus Ambrosius, bemg minded to a
Ius father, and promised them exceeding plenty of gold and
silver so he were l.ble to subdue Bntamn unto himself with
err assistance Andwhmhshadhﬂ'bedthe'holeywth
nlthemnu'ybyhllprumm, fitted out a passing great
flect, and, landing m the Northern parts of the 1sland, began
mhymm And when message of this was
unto the King, he assembled his host and marched forth to
meet them, challenging s u’nd:heoemmtndnb-tdemt.h

defeated and forced to take to fhight.

CHAPTER XIV
PascenTIUS, therefore, bemng thus compelled to flee
durst not return mto Germany, thnchngnll,bﬂmkhm
uanﬂlam-nm[rdmd,md was recaved by lum. And
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when he had made known the disaster that had befallen hmm,
Gilloman had compassion upon him and made complamt of
the mjury that Uther, the brother of Aurelws, had done lum
when he came m quest of the Giants’ Dance. At last they
confirmed a covenant of alliance betwixt them, and fittmg
out therr embarked theremn and made for the aty of
Menevia This bemg brutted abroad, Uther Pendragon
levied an army and marched mto Wales to do battle with
them, for luis brother Aurehus lay sick at Wmnchester and
could not go himself, greatly to the joy of Pascentus, Gillo-
man and the Saxons that were with them when they heard
1t, for they deemed that by reason of hus malady they would
easily be able to subdue the kingdom of Britam  And whilst

all the folk were thereupon, came one of the Saxons
named Eopa, unm Pascentius, saymg “ What boon wilt
thou bestow upon th.ltshn.llshyA\lmh\lsfm'Lhu?"

SuthPl.u:amus “0 mmught I but find the man that durst
go through with such a resolve, I would give him a thousand
pounds of silver, and my good-will as long as I Live, and 1f
thntltbemyluckmwwtheuvwnvfthekmgdum,lwdl
a general of mine army, and so much am I ready

to confirm by oath” Saith Eopa. “The British tongue

And that I may the more readily come unto hm, I will feign
me to be a monk right passing devout and nght learned m
all doctrine withal ” And when Eopa thus promised what

drugs, started on hus way towards Winchester  As soon
he amved m that he fered his services uni

to them
of the King’s househol found favour n therr eyes, for
none at that time could have been more lnancunmﬁu:m
than him gladly, and when
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wmmd'Amhmsm-ghm bade hum cover him up under
the coverhid and go to sleep, to the end that his detestable

1ssued forth two rays, whereof the one was of such length as
that st did seem to reach beyond the regions of Gaul, and the
other, verging toward the Insh sea, did end mn seven lesser

CHAPTER XV

At the appearance of this star all that did behold 1t were
stncken with wonder and fear Uther, also, the 's

of the fightung might be dealt with aceordmg to his counsel
And when he was brought unto the King and stood before

o iveparablel O, orphaned people of Br
“0, loss el tamn |
0, dep of a most noble King! Dead 1s the renowned
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thine, and King thou shalt be of the whole of Britmn! For
this 18 what yon star doth betoken, and the fiery dragon that

power.
the ray, and the other ray sigmfieth a danghter whose sons
grandsons shall hold the langdom of Britamn m succes-

CHAPTER XVI

Bot Uther, albert misdoubting whether Merln spake true,
d y, that he had already
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CHAPTER XVII

BUT lus brother Uther, calling together the clergy of the
mnﬁy,mkupmhmtheumoltheuhnd and with
assent was raised to be King  And, remembenng
mwhnwmlluhnhldmwrpxewlme of the star
aforementioned, bade two dragons be wrought m gold 1n the
Likeness of the dragon he had seen upon the ray of the star
Andwhmﬂutt.beyhldbemwmugh t m marvellous
he made

had prophested he should be King by means of the dragon

CHAPTER XVIII

I the meantime, Octa, Hengist's son, and Eosa, his kmsman,

now that they were quit of the covenant t.hzyhdnude Wi

Aurelus Ambrosius, set them to work to harass

and ravage hus domimons Fortheywerlnanhhng

ﬂmrleﬂawshlpthc&ms'.bltl’nsmmshldbmghtwnh

lum and were sendmng ther messengers mto Germany for
the rest  Octa, accordingly, h-vlng surrounded him with &

vade the Northern

ﬁs
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aty,| Uther Pendragon came upon hum with the whole

e kingdom and gave hm battle The Saxons
d:uxgrwndhkemcnmmmgnnhmkm the
n(theBmam ‘who were forced at last to flee The
followed up the victory they bad won, and pursued
Bntons as far as Mount Damen, when the dayhght
them. Now thus hill was steep, and at the top was a

iggii

it
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oppice, but ball-way up wers tall broken, rocks smongst
wild beasts might well make thewr lars  Howbert,

taketh us, better, I ween, not fight them at all. Up, then,
while the darkness lasteth, and comimg down upon them in
dn&mdetletusmsbthwumpbylnd surprise
For, whilst they have no suspicion and never dream of our

This counsel pleased the King and all his men, and all
obeyedhum,mommdnomgonmuumm ., they ranked
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the ceremony as he had proposed, and mad y.nmg
ceremon e me

lus barons, all of whom did make tch:f’orthltm
nghdreeewedth:mmnchpylulwue For all the
nobles that were there had come with therr wives and
dnughmuwumeetunn a fesival Among the
rest, Gorlois, Duke of Cornwall, was there, with hus wife
Igmc,thltmbautydﬂnﬂpmaﬂthemhndlmdmz

appear m
for the affront he had put upon hum, when Gorlois was
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nntmmdedmobeyﬂummmma,thexmgmmnged
beyond all measure and sware with an oath that he would

bemg afeard that m case disaster should befall m both
mght be caught 1 one trap. And when of thus
was brought unto the King, he went unto the castle wherem

Gorlois had ensconced hum, and beleaguered hum and cut off
all access unto lum. At length, at the end of a week, mindful
of his love for Igeme, he spake unto one of hus
named Ulfin of Ricaradoc. “I am of love for
Igeme, nor can I have no joy, nor do I look to escape peril
of my body save I may have possession of her Do thou
therefore give me counsel m what wise I may fulfil my desire,
inr,mdldom,o!mmzmwudmwahﬂlldu." Unto
whom Ulfin Andvhoshﬂlglvet.heemyumnulm
may avail, secing that there 15 no force that may preval
whﬂebywm\mmhumth:&:ﬂgo('hnngd For
1t 15 situate on the sea, and 1s on every side

Kmg was suffermg, hcwumvvndnbdﬂdmg
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a love so exceeding great, and saith he: “ The fulfilment of
thy desire doth demand the practice of arts new and unheard
of m this thy day. Yet know I how to give thee the sem-
blance of Gorlos by my leecherafts m such sort as that thon

‘was
only famous m after years, but was
surpassing
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agamst so huge & host of armed warnors. But when they
met face to face m battle, Gorlois was the first that
were slam, lnddlhucump-nmwmn The castle,
mmwver,thntheyhldbqumukm,mdthemm

ﬁndmgd:nhewhom:hcyhxd, left dead at the leaguer
had thus arnved huther safe and sound, for Lttle they knew
The

what of Merln had
King therefore, smling at the tidings, and embracing the
countess, spake saymg “ Not slam, , am 1, for lo,

Farst of all, therefore, will I go meet him and make my peace
with hum,lest 8 worst thing befal us *_ Issumg forth acoord-
mgly, he made hus way unto lus own army, and puttmng off
t.hcumblannedGoﬂnusgunbeumeUthuPudngm
And when he understood how everything had fallen out,
albert that he was sore gneved at the death of Gorloss,

released from

bond of matrimony ~ Returming, therefore, to Timtagel, he
took the castle, and not the castle anly, but Igere also
Thereafter

FEAE

the son was named Arthur and the daughter

CHAPTER XXI
AND as the days and seasons passed by, the King was o
aknby.mn.dym:mdoungammmm
the meantume, the keepers of the prison wherem Octa
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Eosa, of whom I have spoken above, were leadng & Life full
wearisome, fled away with them unto Germany and struck

a passmg mig]
mddmylt,ls,mdeed,md)elu:t for they did so return
mv.hmh.ﬂeetmdanumberlus of companions,
entermg mto p-.mofAlb-ny,dxdvmtheuusud
the people of the land with fire and sword Whereupon the
army of Britam 15 given mchnrgennw!.otofhdunmm
kecpthemmynt-dmee For he was also Earl
Lexcester, a nghtv-.lnntknlghtmdnpelsweﬂmyunu
mmmsd,.nd,hupmmss.pﬂmghmmnhyw
the King had given unto him his daughter Anna and the
cha:geolthekmgdomwhlkthxsmhdyhyupmhnn He

to obey the Earl’s summons unto arms, wherel
fewer mto the field, they were unable to overpower t.he
greater numbers of the enemy

CHAPTER XXII

Tn)dl.ndbemglhusvldl-mgﬁl.ﬂludwuu,'hcnthg
reason thereof was reported unto the King, he waxed wroth
beyondwhlthxsmﬁnnnymlbkmhelr,mbldelﬂhu
barons come together before hum that he might rebuke them
ﬁwrﬂ:urpndelndlukzwlmm And when he beheld
them all n huis presence, he chided them with words of
chastisement, and sware that he himself would lead
theenmy Amn‘lmgly he bade make
he might be seeng that his malad
hxmnlmnvmgoﬂ:crwuehunphmmphm
of them he bade be ready, so that, should occasion
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they might march agamst the enemy ~Forthwith the hitter

15 made ready, and all likewise are ready to start when the
day and occasion armved.

CHAPTER XXIII
SeTTING the King withm the Irtter, they started for Veralam,

where the Saxons were sore distressing all the people And
whmOﬂllndEonlumthomenmhadmwedund

to fight hum They withdrew them sccordingly into
were afeard But whmtlnswumpm’bdumo Uther, he
assault

upon the walls on every side. obeyed, laid siege
to the aty iter
the b were just entering by the breaches

they mnde,whend?hyg&xnls to bethink them of
o al.rnect,md the advantage they
had already gamned, repented them of thewr former arrogance,
undsetmmkwdefdthemuhatd:eymxght,dmbmg
upon the walls and back the Britons with all manner

weapons of offence At last, whilst the fight was still raging
betwixt them, the mght drew on that doth mvite all men
unto repose. Many thereupon would fam have rested from
the toil of arms, but more were of counsel that it were better
to keep on fighting until they had made an end of thewr
enemies Howbeit, the Saxons, when they understood how

compantes, and coming to meet them were the first to begin
the attack. The Saxons straightway stand thewr ground,
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the Bntons press forward, and much blood 15 shed on both
sides Notmnlthedxymhrqmtdnvmrydednn
for the Britons, and the Saxons turned tail, leaving Octa and
Eosa dead upon the field So overjoyed was the Kmg at
thelsueoft.hebatdz,thntwhcm:dmhemmowul\
to lift lum up without help of another, he now rased
wnthnhghteﬁortlndnmhmnpnghtmmhmuthough
he were of a sudden restored unto hﬂh‘l Then, with a
laugh, he cried out m a merry voice  “ These Ambrons called
metheha]f—dﬂd&nglm:hntlmlymgnckn}mymahd)
m the litter, and so m truth I was  Yet would I rather
conquer them half-dead, thanhennnqueredbyﬂumst(e
and sound and have to go on hving thereafter  For better
1s death with honour than lfe with shame

CHAPTER XXIV

HowsxrT, although the Saxons were defeated, never a whit
the more for that did they abate their malice, but
oﬁmmthepmvmosofthe‘varthdldhuusthempleo(
dmsepans ttesplte King Uther, as he
rsue them, but his

erdmmhr t-ﬂ.erthevmm-yhumthdyhy)et
‘more grievously upon hum Whn'e(mthememydxdmth
the greater hardihood orward agamnst hum and put
forth all their strength ymrymunswmbdnethekmg

‘making
the King by secret practices  And, for that they might get
at hun none other way, they resolved to get nd of hum by
poison, which they did = For whilst he was still lymg in the
aty of Verulam, they sent messengers i the habit of poor
men to spy out the state of the court, and when they had
leamt exactly how matters stood, y!vundwtcnedevnee
whereof they made choice above all other for carrymg out

ar treachery agamst um For migh the court was a
pring of passing bright clear water, whereof the King was
wontmdnnkwhmbymmo!humhdyothﬂhquou
go aganst lus stomach Unto Spring. ly
these accursed trattors did obtamn access, and did so mfect



154 eafey’s Hiori

the sume wth pooon all round abut s tat the waer
fowng et was ol omptd When, thrfr the
ing i next ko the watr b s s of o sudin
by death a5 wee s bundred ot e ot sch
tme 8 the rasn was diomeed, Wen te prmg s
toeredover with o o of e, Andwhen e K
deth s e abad te bt asembled weth ol
te chrg of the el e s by ot covent
of Ao, snd bt the gond e gy e by
the e of Auredus Arosus b the G’ D,



BOOK IX

CHAPTER I

AFTER the death of Uther Pendragon, the barons of Bntam
did come together from the divers provinces unto the

of Silchester, and did bear on hand Dubncuus, us;
the City of Legions that he should crown as king Arthur, the
late King’s son  For sore was need upon them, seemg that
when the Saxons heard of Uther's death they had mvited
therr fellow-countrymen from Germany, and under their
Duke Colgrin were bent upon extermmating the Britons
They had, moreover, entirely subdued all that part of the
1sland which stretcheth from the river Humber, as far as the

tame Arthur was a youth of fifteen years, of a courage and
generosity beyond compare, whereunto his inborn goodness
did lend such grace as that he was beloved of well-nigh all
the peoples m the land  After he had been mvested with
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came with a mighty multitude to meet hun mgh the nver

s counsellors b

they advised him to hold the leaguer no longer, for that sore

would 1t be to do battle with so mighty a multitude
enemies as had now arrived
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CHAPTER II

ARTHUR, therefore, m obedience to the counsel of his re-
tamers, retired hum mto the city of London Hither he
snmmoncdallthzdexgylndchlelmenofhlsdlegunumd
bade them declare their counsel as to what were best and
ufgtinrhnntodnlglmstthlsmmdnfthel’aymm At
last, by common consent of them all, messengers are
unto King Hoel in Armorica with tndmgsoithzuhnnwus
estate of Bntan For Hoel was sister’s son unto Arthur,
born unto Dubric, ngof'heAmnnmanﬁms ‘Where-
fore, 50 soon as he heard of the mvasion wherewith his uncle
was threatened he bade fit out huﬂeet and mustenng
fifteen thousand men-at-arms, made for Hamo’s Port with
the first far wind  Arthur recerved him with all honour
due, and the twam embraced the one the other over and
over agam

CHAPTER III

y set forth for the city of Kaerlndcort,
Paymim already mentioned, the which

>
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until they should be starven to death of This done,
he bade hus the forest, and abode m that
same place three days. the all

nought but therr ships only P further to give
them tnbute from Germany and to leave hostages for the
payment thereof. Arthur, taking thereupon, agreed
unto Pl ,, Tetam her treasure and the
hostages for payment of tribute, granting

them bare to Natheless, whilst that they
were pl seas as Teturned , 1t
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“Ye men that be known from these others by your
Chmhmmlm,hkehnedyeburmmndthepmyye

unto ye a save ye press hardily forward
to defend them Fight ye therefore for your country, and
if 1t be that death ye, suffer 1t willingly for your

doth offer humself a iving sacrifice unt o God, nar i t doute-
ful that herem he doth follow m the footsteps of Christ who

1o lay down Fis own soul for K brethren
Whosoever, , amongst ye shall be slan m ths
battle, unto hum shall that death be as full penance and
absolution of all hus sms, if so be he recerve 1t willingly on

wise

Forthwith, thus cheered by the bemson of the blessed man,
each one hastened to arm him to do hus bidding, and Arthur
himself domg upon hun a hal worthy of a kmg so
noble, did et upon his head a helm of gold graven with the
semblance of a dragon  Upon his shoulders, morcover, did
he bear the shicld that was named Priwen, wherem, upon
the mner side, was the 1mage of holy Mary, Mot

ground manfully
upon assault agamnst them At last, just vergmng uj nm-
dm,theSlxmompledlhﬂlduebyﬂntmrg
thmﬁoxnump,far,secutemmﬂrmben,ﬂw l.lone
seemed all the camp they needed. But when the morrow’s
sun brought back the day, Arthur with his army clomb up
the top of the lull, albert that in the ascent he lost many
hus the Saxons,
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strength, the Britons did at last reach the
close with the enemy hand to hand
them with their broad chests, strive wrth all ther

160

g gm“,m"w
T &w il

Wi
M_Mmmm m,mmmwmmw



Of the Kings of Britan 161
dem.h.-oithol:tﬂut,othmmmmmmmmmdmm,

companies mto the Isle of Thanet. Thither the
Duthmwlﬂfoﬂnﬂhuduponthmheek,nmmngthm
down without mercy as was his wont, nor did he stay hus
hand until after Cheldnc had been slan He compelled
them to give hostages for the surrender of the whole residue.

CHAPTER VI

HAVING thus established peace, he marched towards Alclud,
whu:h Arthur had already dehvered from the oppression of
He next led his aemy o Moray, where
theScotsmdPlctsmbduguﬂul for after they had thnice
been defeated m battle by Arﬂmr and his nephew 'Ju:yhd
fled mto that province had
pledt.hzlshmh thnthe?-hcrun,thmkmg
to find safe refuge, for this lake doth contam sixty islands
and receveth sixty nvers, albeit that but a smgle stream
doth flow from thence unto the sea Upon these islands are
sixty rocks plam to be seen whereof each one doth bear an
eyneoiuglsmth:tthmwnxmgwngymb&\mdomfy
by

and to turn hus arms agamst ,
he forced to return unto their own country, cut to pieces
without mercy. When he had won the , he

agam
ve all us ti thoughts to domg away utterly the m ol m
gn and Picts, and yielded him to treatmg them

cruelty beyond compare Notlmghmﬂuthew\ﬂdhy
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us the same for a miracle, Arthur came
unto lum and told him there lake m the same
even yet more marvellous “ It heth,” saith he,

province
“not far hence, and it hath twenty foot in breadth and the

bext, within this square, whether 1t be by artifice of man or
by o ture, do four manner m the
four corners thereof, nor never 1s a fish of one found

of that country do ‘when the sea

floweth 1t 15 a8 nto a whirlpool or ,

'wise as that the lake 1s never ller for the waters it doth
50 as to cover the it of the banks f

Natheless, when the sea ebbeth agam, 1t doth spout forth
thewnw:nm&mchuimunm-mmm and over-
plasheth and covereth the banks At such a time, were the
folk of all that country to stand anigh with therr faces toward
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the lake and should be sprinkled of the spray of the waves

therr should scarce indeed
ey did at all escape, swallowed up of the lake
Naf they turn therr back to the lake, they

CHAPTER VIII

PamDON granted unto the Scottish people, the King made
for York, there to celebrate the forthcommng Christmas
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had re-established the state of the whole country m
ancient digmity, he took oo b . wits born of a nobis
Roman famly, Gueasvere, who, brooght up and nurtured
in the household of Duke Cador, did surpass in beauty all
the other dames of the 1sland

his peace firmly
did abide theren for the next twelve years

CHAPTER XI
AT the end of tlus tune he wvited unto him all soever of
faroff kingdoms
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Prowess was upon every man’s tongue, even unto the utter-
mmtmdsdth:urth,mdllmﬁdlnponthelﬁnpd
they

was notified unto Arthur, his heart was uphfted for that he
mlmmmdmlﬂ,mdbemhndmupun sub-
dumng the whole of Europe unto himself Fitting forth his
fleets accordingly, he made first of all for Norway,
mndedtosathecmvmthexwluponthehadn{lat,
sister’s son. For Lot was grandson of Sichelm, King of
Norway, who at that time had died leaving the kingdom
unto hun  But the Norwegians disdaned to receive hum,

gE

and had raised one Ruculf to the kingly power, deemung that,
5o they ned therr cities, he would be able to withstand
Arthur At that tme Gawaun, the son of Lot, was

a youth of twelve years, and had been sent by his uncle to
be brought up as a page in the service of Pope Sulpicius, from
whom he had received arms  Accordingly, when Arthur, as
L bad begun t0 tell,landed upon the cosst of Noway, King
Ruculf met him with the whole people of the Kmgdom

d battle, but after much blood had been shed upon both
sides, the Britons at last prevailed, and making an onset,
slew Ruculf with a number of hus men  When they had won

countries thus conquered, as soon as Arthur had raised Lot
to be King of Norway Arthur sailed for Gaul, and dividing
hulummwmpnuubeglneverywlmemhyﬂmwumry
province of Gaul at that time had been com-
mxtmdwt.hechugeofl"lol!o tribune of Rome, who ruled
1t under the Emperor Leo He, when he was aware of
Arthurllmvd,mmmonadwerywldmmmfh 't owned
allegiance and fought agamst Arthur, but m no wise
n.ughtlwsmnd him.  For the youth of all the islands
he had conquered were n Arthur’s company, whence 1t was
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n{ummmupnﬂthathuumymmgzutmtmnl
any the greatest might he be overcome In his retume,
moreover, was the better part of the kmghthood of Gaul,
whom by his much largesse he had bound unto humself
Flollo, therefore, when he saw that he had been worsted
the b-n]:,ﬁorﬂxwlﬂ: forsaking the field, fled with a few of
his men unto Pans There, reassembling hus s
army, he put the city m estate of defence and agam was
fnmﬂ)dob‘tﬂewlthAﬂhur But whilst he was thimkng

of strengthenmg his army by auxibanes from the neigh-
bourmg countries, Arthur came upon hin at unawares and
bwagadhm\mdaeuty Atd:emdafv.mnnﬂx,ﬂnllo,
hhngn.gnmuxly heart that hus people should be

to death, sent unto Arthur hm
mglemmhnoncondmnn whichsoever of the twan
should be conqueror should have the kingdom of the
For he was of great stature, hardihood, and valour, and of
confidence heremn

i

?g
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on his legs agam, and, covenng him with his shield, was
hntilysmppmgupmmmmnlh who was bearng down
pon him  And now, standing up to each other man to man,
ﬂwy redouble buffet on buffet, each bent upon fightmg 1t
out to the death. At last Flollo found an opening and smote
Arthur on the forebead, and, had not the crash of the stroke
onthehe}m!thlunl:edtheedgeol sword, the wound
mlghtweﬂhlv:bemAﬂ:bm"sduth B\ltwhz.ntbehbod
Arthur awhlshsbexgmn-nd shield all

mto commussion unto Duke Hoel, and bidding hm go conquer
Guitard, Duke of the Poitevins, whilst he hmself with the
other

harassing Gi

number of battles, compelied him to surrender He next
laxd waste Gascony with fire and sword, :ndsub]ugltedthe
princes thereof  After a space of mme years,

subdued all the parts of Gaul unto his

agamn came unto Pans and there held his court. He there
also summoned a convocation of the clergy and people, and
did confirm the stablishment of the realm in and law
At that time, moreover, he made grant of Neustria, which
15 now called Normandy, unto Bedevere hus butler, and the
province of Anjou unto Kay his seneschal Many other
provinces also did be grant unto the noblemen that did im
service m his household At last, when all the states and
pevphmmbh:hedmhlspuu,hﬂremmndmhllnmn
at the beginning of spring.
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CHAPTER XII
Wiz the hugh festival of Whitsuntide began to draw nigh,

might the more worshipfully celebrate the same, and renew
Ius peace more firmly amongst hus barons Howbext, when
he made known his desire unto hus famibars, he, by therr
counsel, madcd!moenitheCltvo(IAgxmswhmmfn]ﬁl
hsdlslgn For, situate m a passing pleasant position on
ﬂlenverUsklnG]amorgan not far from the Severn sea, and
abounding m wealth above all other aities, 1t was the place
mmtmeetfmsohlghu:alcmmty For on the one side
thereof flowed the noble river afaresaid whereby the Kings
and Princes that should come from oversea might be borne
thither m their ships, and on the other side, girdled about
with meadows and woods, passing fair was the magnificence
of the kingly palaces thereof with the gilded verges of the
roofs that ymitated Rome Howbeit, the chiefest glones
thereof were the two churches, one raised m honour of the
Martyr Juhus, that was nght fair graced by a convent of
virgmns that had dedicated them unto God, and the second,
founded m the name of the blessed Aaron, h:scomp-.man
the main pillars whereof were a brotherhood of regular,
and this was the cathedral church of the third Metropolitan
See of Britain It had, moreover, a school of two hundred
philosophers learned m astronomy and m the other arts,
that did diligently observe the courses of the stars, and did

to King
famed for such abundance of things delightsome, that was
been proclammed

Vmednunm,thatnnwbeu.lhdtthoﬂhWehh Sater,
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King of the Demets, t.hltu,oh.heSvu'.hWelsh Cador, ng
of Cornwall, the
tomt,o(lmldondeoﬂ( nmlDubncofth:Cltyoi
Legions  He, Primate of Bnitam and Legate of the Apostolic
See, was of so mentonious a piety that he could make whole
by fus prayers any that lay oppressed of any malady Came
also the Earls of noble cities, Morvid, Earl of Gloucester,
Mauron of Wmnchester, Anaraut of Sl.llshll Arthgal of
Carg\let, that 1s also called W t, Jugen fmm Leicester,
Cursal tmanstnr, Kimmare, Duke of Doroberma, Galluc

clmmpnms of luser ignity, Danant map Papo. Cheneus
map Coil, Peredur map Ehdur, Guisul map Logon Regin
map Chut Eddelem map Cledauc, Kmcar Bagan,
Kimmare, Gorboman map Goit, Clofaut, Rupmaneton
Kimbehm map Trunat, Chatleus map Catel, Kinhch map
Neton, and many another beside the names whereof be too
to tell From the neighbour islands came bhkewise
Guillamur, King of Ireland, Malvasus, Kmg of Iceland,
Doldavy, King of Gothland, Gunvasis, King of the Ork-
neys, Lot, King of Norway, Aschil, King of the Danes
From the parts oversea came also Holdin, King of the
Ruteni, Leodegar, Earl of Boulogne, Bedevere the Butler,
Duke of Normandy, Borel of Mame, Kay the Seneschal,
Duke of Anjou, Guitard of Poitou, the Twelve Peers of the
Gauls whom Guerm of Chartres brought with him, Hoel,
Duke of the Armoncan Brtons, with the Barons of his
, who marched along with such magnificence of
equipment i trappmgs and mules and horses as may not
easily be told  Besides all these, not a smgle Prince of any
price on this side Spam remained at home and came not
upon the proclamation  And no marvel, for Arthur's bounty
was of common throughout the whole wide world,
and all men for his sake were fam to come

CHAPTER XIII
WhEN all at last were assembled 1 the city on the high day
of the festival, the archbishops were conducted unto the
palace o crown the Kmg with the roval disdem Dubnc,
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therefore, upon whom the charge fell, for that the court was
held within Ius diocese, was ready to celebrate the service.
As soon as the King had been mvested with the ensigns of
Jangship, he was led m night comely wise to the church of the
See, two him, the one
upon s might hand sde the other upon hus left Four
Kings, moreover, to wit, those of Albany, Cornwall, and
North and South Wales, went before hum, bearing before hun,
as was therr right, iourgo]dmml\‘]s Ammpanyofderus
1n holy orders of every degree went chanting music marvel-
lous sweet m front. Of the other party, the archbishops and
pnnnﬁsledtheQu,cmwn with laurel and wearmng her
unto the

mhymmmnmmmdmbmchmha,mtm
kmghts who were there scarce knew which church they
should enter first for the exceeding sweetness of the har-
momnies m both  First mto the one and then into the other
they flocked 1n crowds, nor, had the whole day been given
upm the celebration, would any have felt a moment’s
‘wearmess thereof And when the divine services had been
celebrated m both churches, the King and Queen put off
thmuwm,mddomgmh@mmhesoimm,mtm
meat, he to his palace with the men, she to another palace
with the women For the Britons did observe the ancient
custom of the Trojans, and were wont to celebrate their high
festival days, the men with the men and the women with
the women severally And when all were set at table

, all
serve the meats along with bum  Of the other part, as many
mdmbhni\lmdoivurdldfoﬁowned:vmtthutler,nnd
along with him did serve the drmks from the divers ewers
mto the mamfold-fashioned cups In the palace of the

therr service
wmlmgolbqntmdﬁcnbelmlgmdnvmtmyhumry
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mto an endless prolaty For at that time was Britam
enlusduntosohlghlpluholdlgmtyuﬂntndld
all other of

And the dames, no less witty, would apparel them m lie
manser n a single colour nor would they deign have the
love of none save he had thrice approved hun in the wars
Wherefore at that tine did dames wax chaste and knights
the nobler for their love

CHAPTER XIV

RerREsEED by therr banqueting, they go forth mto the fields
without the aity, and sundry among them fall to playing at
sundry manner games Presently the kmights engage 1n a
game on horseback, making show of fighting a battle whilst
the dames and damsels lcoking on from the top of the walls,
for whose sake the courtly knights make believe to be fight-
ing, do cheer them on fo eeing the better sport
Others ¢ N spenc Tt shooting
== 1th spears, some m flinging heavy
stones, some I pumng the ne@t others again n playmg
at the dicc ty of other games, but all without
angling, 1
was presented by Arthur with a boon of price  And after
the first three days had been spent on this wise, upon the
fourth day all they that had done service 1 virtue of the
office they held were summoned, and unto each was made
grant of the honour of the office he held, m possession, earl-
dom, to wit, of city or castle, archbishopric, bishopric, abbacy,
or whatsoever else 1t might be

Now the blssed Dubmc, piously yearmung atter the e of
a hermit, did depose humself from the
lnlewd theKlngsunde wlsuunletl’lbdmhuplm
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‘whose hfe was an ensample of all goodness unto them whom
he had mstructed m hus doctrme = In the place, moreover,
of the holy Samson, Archbishop of Dol, was ted
an

“ Lucws, Procurator of the Republic, unto Arthur, King
of Bmam “wisheth that which he hath deserved

“With much marvel do I marvel at the msolence of thy
tyranny I do marvel, I say, thereat, and at the mjury that

tnbute of Britamn that the Senate hath commanded thee
o pay, and that hath been pmd these many ages unto
Cams Julius, and unto his successors i the dignity of Rome,
thou hast presumed to hold back m contempt of an empire
of so lofty rank Thou hast, moreover, seized from them
Gaul, sexzed from them the province of the Allobroges, seized
from them all the 1slands of the Ocean sea, the Kings whereof

m
fore, seeing that the Senate hath decreed to demand lawful
redmss uf thee for heaping so lmge a pile of mjuries upon

thee thou appear 1n Rome, and
do pomtthemlddhdlyn{Augnnmd:eyur comng.

e term of thme appearance, there to make satisfaction
unwthylordx,udm-bxdgbymchmmudmrm
shall decree  Wherem 1if thou dost make dd-ult, I mysdf

will enter mto thy dommions and will take heed
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of the sword to restore unto the Republic all those lands
whereof thy mad presumption bath plundered her ”

When this letter was read n presence of the King and
his earls, Arthur went apart with them mto the Giants’
Tower, that 1s at the entrance of the palace, to treat with

as to what ordmnance they ought to make as agamst
a mandate of the kind _But, Just as they had begun to
mount the stair, Cador, Duke of Cornwall, that was ever a
merry man, burst out on langhmg before the King, and
spale unto him on this wise

“Until now 1t hath been my fear that the eas) hfe the
Bntons have led this Jong time thev have been at peace
might make them wax craven, and utterly do away i them
their renown m kmghthood wherein they have ever been
held to excel all other nations For where use of arms 1s
none, and nought 1s there to do but to toy with women and
play at the dice and such like folbes, none need doubt but
that cowardice will tarmsh all they once had of valour and
honour and hardihood and renown For mgh upon five
year 1s it smce we took to junketings of the kind for lack of
the sports of Mars Wherefore, methinks, God Himself hath
put the Romans upon this hankering, that so He may deliver
us from our cowardize and restore us to our prowess as it
wont to be in the old days ”

And whilst he was saymg this and more to the same
purpose, they were come to their scats, and when they were
all set, Arthur spake unto them thus

CHAPTER XVI

“ CommADES, * saith he, “ alike in adversity and in prospenty,
whose prowess I have made proof of in giving of counsel no
less than 1 deeds of arms, now earnestly bethink ye all
common, and make ye wise provision as to what ye deem
best for us to do m face of such mandate as 1s ths, for that
which 1s dihgently provided for by a wise man aforehand 1s
the more easily borne withal when 1t cometh to the act
The more easily therefore shall we be able to withstand the
attack of Luctus, if we shall first with one accord have applied
us to weighing heedfully the means whereby we may best
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enfeeble the effect thereof. Which, verily, I deem not

ancient Britons, did of old mvade Brtam by force of arms,
and did thus by ‘'violence subdue unto their power the country
tottering as 1t then was with evil dissensions But, foras-
mnchultmonfmsmthtmeypos:sedmdthe

‘violence a cause Teason
pretendeth whereby he assumeth that we are of nght his
tnbutanes Howbent, sith that he thus presumeth to demlnd
of us that which 1s unjust, let us also, by like
mbmzofkmfmmhm,-ndlethnnmtuthehﬁter

therefrom, m
ofnghtmp.ymmunnwme,immuchummemxs
of yore obtam of Rome For Belnus, that

both of them mgh of kindred unto myself, and both of whom,
the one after the other, wore the crown of Brtam, did also
obtam the throne of the Roman empire _Bethink ye, there-
fore, whether we should ask tnbute of Rome? But as to
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CHAPTER XVII

“ WERE each one of us to take thought withm himself, and
were he able to turn over i his mind all the arguments upon
every pomt m question, I deem that no better counsel could

that which 1s our own, beyond all doubt we shall take
own from them, so only we be allowed to meet
field Behold, this 15 the battle most to be

to be subjugated! Hasten to exalt us all, who, n order that
thou thyself mayst be exalted, wall shrink not from receiving
wounds, nay, nor from losing our very lives  And that thou
mayst carry this matter through I will accompany thy
presence with ten thousand men-at-arms "%
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CHAPTER XVIII

Waen Hoel had made an end of hus speech, Angusel also,
KlngoiAlblny,wmtonmdeclnewhntmhlsmmdm
the matter on
“Fromthemome.ntthnt!undentoodmylordwbem
minded as he hath said, such gladness hath entered into my
heart that I know not how to utter it at this present. For
1m all our past campaigns that we have fought aganst kings
50 many and so mighty, all that we have done meseemeth as
nought so long as the Romans and the Germans remam
unharmed, lndwemvmg:nothhement.hzslmghmthey
bave formerly mflicted upon our fellow-countrymen But
nowthnluvelsgnnwimwmm'.hmmhntﬂe,lmjnm

with exceeding great )oy,lnddnymmmth destre for the
day to come when we shall meet. I am athurst for therr
blood, avmubrlwell—spnngw}mlhlﬂiordlmdxys
been forbidden to drmk 0, may I see that morrow' How
sweet will be the wounds whether I give them or receive'
when the night hand dealeth with nght hand ~ Yea, death
meliwillbesweet,solm-ysuﬁernmmmgmgmmhus,

our freedom, 1n exalting our King! Let

ﬁﬂuponthuehﬂ(mm,ndfaﬂmguponthem Fread them
under foot, so that when we have conquered them we may
spoil them of thewr honours and enjoy the victory we have
won I willadd two thousand horsemen to our army besides
those on foot

CHAPTER XIX

THEREAFTER the rest said what there was left to say Each
promused the knight's service that was due from him, so that

having knights, promised foot soldiers as many as were due
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from them, so that out of the six 1slands, to wit, Ireland,
Tceland, Gothland, the Orkneys, Norway, and Deamark, were
numbered six score thousand From the duchues of the
Gauls, the Rutem, Portumans, Estrusians, Mame, Anjou,
and Portou, exghty thousand, from the twelve earldoms of
those who came along w1th Guertn of Chartres, twelve hundred
Altogether they made eighty-three thousand two hundred
besides those on foot, who were not so easy to reckon

CHAPTER XX

KING ARTHUR, seeing that all those of his allegance were
ready with one accord, bade them return quickly unto ther
own countries and call out the armies they had promised,
sothatxntthalendsofAugusttheyrmghthastenunto
the haven of Barfleur, and from thence advance with hum
to the frontiers of the Allobroges to meet the Romans.
Howbet, he sent word unto the Emperors through ther
ambassadors that i no wise would he pay the tribute, nor-
would go to Rome for the sake of obeymg therr decree, but
rather for the sake of demanding from them what they had
by judicial sentence decreed to demand from hum  There-
upon the ambassadors depart, the Kings depart, the barons
depart, nor are they slow to perform what they had been
bidden to do



BOOK X

CHAPTER I

Lucrus Hizerius, when he learnt that such answer had been
decreed, by command of the Senate called forth the Kings
of the Onent to make ready thewr armies and come with
him to the conquest of Britam In haste accordmgly came
Epistrophius, King of the Greeks, Mustensar, of the

Bmtu Hippolytus of Crete, with the dukes and barons of

Of the senatonal order, moreover, Lucius
Clldhm Marms Lepidus, Cams Metellus Cotta, Quntus
lﬂvnuClhlhs,QnmmsCmmus,mdsnmnynthmas
were reckoned to make up a total of four hundred thousand
one hundred and sixty.

CHAPTER IT

AvL needful ordmance made, they started on their expedition
Britamwards at the begmning of the Kalends of August.
When Arthur learned that they were upon the march, he
made over the charge of defending Brtamn unto his nephew
Mordred and his Queen Guenevere, he humself with his army

for Hamo’s Port, where he embarked with a far
breeze of wind  And whlst that he was thronged about with
Iis numberless lhxps,mdnsdavmgthedeq)m&n

pmspetmsmandmm‘h deep sleep
as about the ruddle of the d averhh , and
lus sleep he saw m dream a certan bear ﬂymgmthear,lt
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‘moreover, a dreadful come fiymg from the West that

some giant with whom ter, that the fight
dud foretoken a battle that should be , and that

victory shoul his own Natheless, Arthur
did conjecture otherwise that such vision

CHAPTER III

MeANwHILE tidings are brought unto Arthur that a certan
grant of marvellous bigness hath arrived out of the parts of
Spaimn, and, moreover, that he hath seized Helena, niece of
Duke Hoel, out of the hands of them that had charge of her,
andhnhﬂedw.:hhuuntoﬂ:emponhemauncmcumw
called of Michael, whither the knights of the country had
pursued him  Howbeit, nought might theypmml-pmn
him, nerther by sea non by land, for when they woul
Tum, u‘:hcrhgwmlldsmkthurshlpswlthhumlsmch or
slay the men with )nvehmaroﬂlnwsponi and, moreover,
devour many half-alive Tight
-td\esewndbvur,hetookmthhxmxlytheSmeschllnd
Bedevere the Butler, and 1ssuing forth of the teuts, unknown
to the others, started on hns way towards the mount. For
of such pmssance was hus own valour that he deigned not
lead an army against such monsters, as holding hmmself ly

men to follow his ensample. w,whmthcyamcnm@
the mount, they espied a great fire of wood a-blazing there-
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‘upon, and another smaller fire upon a smaller mount not far
away from the first. So, being m doubt which were the one
‘whereupon the giant had his wone, they sent Bedevere to
spy out the certamty of the matter _He, therefore, finding
a Iittle boat, oared him first unto the smaller mount, for

thzverywp,whuemnwghtlnnndbeuvetheﬁmoiwood
they had espied But close thereby he saw a newly-made
mmmnd, and beside 1t an old woman weepmg and

‘who, so soon as she beheld hum, shntadh:rtu.rs

0, thou that must endure the pangs unspeakable of death,
woe 15 me for thee! Woe 1s me that a monster so accurst
must this might consume the flower of thine youth! For
that most foul and 1mpious gant of execrable name shall
be here, that did carry hither unto this mount the

miece of our Duke, whom I have but just now sithence bunied
m this grave, and me, her nurse, along with her On what
unheard of wise will he slay thee and tarry not? Alas for
the sorrow and the doom' This most queenly foster-child
of mme own, swooning with terror when this abhorred
monster would fam have embraced her, breathed forth the
h[edutnnwmncvu]mmthelnngerdlydntndserved'
Ochone for mme other soul—mme other life—mne other
sweetness of gladness' Flee thou, my beloved, flee, lest he
find thee here, and rend thee imb from mb by a prtiable
death!”  But Bedevere, moved to the heart decply as heart
o(mnmybemva‘l,mthedhermthwmdsoimm(ort,
and promusing her such d'neruspecdy succour might bring,
Teturned unto Arthur and told h.lmtbemryu(wlmthehld

monster smgly, but 1f need were should come unto his rescue
and fall upon the guant ke men Theynwdet.hurny
lmthawennmﬂngrmmrmmmt,amigmg

m charge to their squires, began to chmb the mount, e
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Just then that unnatural monster was by the
%mmmmumbmmmm
eaten swine, the residue whereof he was toasting on spits.
over the hive embers The moment he espied them, when

t was less m his thought, he hastened hum to get hold
of his club, which two young men could scarce have hfted
from the ground  The King forthwith unsheathed his sword,
and coverng him with his shield, hurried as svnfdy as hurry
he might o be beforehand with fum, and Tus getting
hold of the club But the giant, not unaware of his inten-
uon, had already clutched 1t and smote the King upon the
cover of his shleld with such a buffet as that the sound of
the stroke filled the whole shore, and did utterly deafen his
ears  But Arthur, thereupon blazing out mto bitter wrath,
Dfted his sword and dealt lum a wound upon his forehead,
from whence the blood gushed forth over hus face and eyes
in such sort as well-mgh blinded his sight Howbeit, the
blow was not deadly, for he had warded his forehead with
his club mn such wise as to scape being killed outnght
Natheless, blinded as he was with the blood welling forth,
agam he cometh on more fiercely than ever, and as a wild
boar rusheth from his lay upon a huntsman, so thrust he i
wathin the sweep of Arthur’s sword, gnpped him by the
lomns, and forced him to his knees upon ground How-
bert, Arthur, nothmng daunted, soon shpped from out his
clutches, and swiftly bestirrmg him with his sword, hacked
the accursed monster first m one place and then m another,
and gave him no respite untl at last he smote hum a deadly
buffet on the head, and buned the whole breadth ul Ius sword

e abhorred beast roared alou

giwve 1t to one of the squires to carry to the camp as a raree
show for sightseers  Natheless, he bade that they who came
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named after the
nllcdthe’l‘ombofﬂe!mnnnmﬂnsdxy

CHAPTER IV
‘WHEN all were come together that Arthur had expected, hc
marched from thought the

camp not far away, and was marching with an army so huge
that 1t was so they saud, to mm How-

frontier of Gaul or come next day to try conclu-
mmwmhmmumwmdthemmhdmmngm
to the country Thereu the young men of the court,
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couching
lus spear thrust hum through the armour and nght through
the middle of the body, and stretched lum out as flat as he
rmmght upon the ground  Boso of Oxford, waxing jealous at
seemg Guerin do so darmg a deed, turned back luis own
destrier and thrust bis spear mto the gullet of the first man
he met, and forced him, mortally wounded, to part company
with the hackney whereon he was pursung hum  Mean-
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Bniton that gets stncken down and another while Roman
But the Brtons were yearmng with all ther soul for a fight,
and t greatly whether they won m

Rmmmtmwwkmmeheedfuﬂy,mdPetmmCoﬂa,
r]up\mmlshem,:h!hﬂlymstmmedthmhnw
g‘; or retreat, and thus did the greater
dam;gemthe itons  Now, when Boso took note of this,
he called 2 number ftllﬂmthlf.hehnewmbethzhrdu!t

heed
wursto(ltmmldvuxture For and if 1t be that we come
heas
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&emy,md&emlmuqud)ymupwmm
Boso. slaughter 1s made betwixt them, with
mlghtyshmlﬂnglndumastkknmlnsmgglzm
dehiver the duke and the Brtons to hold hm On both

ﬂmgo()lvelm. At last the Britons falling upon them m
close rank, unbroken by the Roman charge, move off mto
the safety of therr own lmes along with Petrems From
thence forthwith they agamn charge upon the Romans, now
of their captain and for the most part enfeebled and

and begnning to turn tall. They press forward
at them m the rear, cut down them they stnke,
they cut down, and pass by them they bave
of them
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retinues,
convoy them so far on therr way as that they need be under
no fear of molestation by the Romans

Bur the Romans happening to get wind of this arrangement,
by command of the Emperor made choice of fifteen thousand
of therr ren to march that very might so as to be before-
band, and to rescue the prsoners after defeating the convoy.
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engagement with Arthur, or to throw himself mto Autun
and there await from the Emperor Leo  In the
end he took counsel of hus fears, and on the night following
‘marched his armies mto Langres on his way to Autun  As
soon as Arthur this scheme, he to be

Bntish fashion, were drawn up mn a square with a
left wing  One of these was commanded by L

of Albany, and Cador, Duke of Cornwall, the one mn the nght
wing the other m the left. Another was in command of
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two earls of renown, to wit, Guerm of Chartres, and Boso of
Rhedicen, which m the tongue of the Saxons 15 called Oxford
A third was commanded by Aschil, King of the Danskers,
and Lot, King of the Notwegians. The fourth by Hoel,
Duke of Armonca, and Gawam, the King’s nephew  After
these four were four others stationed m the rear, one of
which was mn the command of Kay the Seneschal and Bede-
vere the Butler. Holdm, Duke of the Rutens, and Guitard,

legion that he designed to

up the golden dragon he had for standard, to,

need should be, the wounded and weary t repaur as unto

acamp In that legion which was m attendance upon him-

self were six thousand six hundred an men.
CHAPTER VII

‘WaEN all these dispositions were made, Arthur spake unto
tus fellow-soldiers on this wise —
“ Lieges mume, ye that have made Butam Lady of thirty

of an easy hfe than unto the practice of
Natheless, m no wise have ye from the mborn
valour of your race, but staunch as ever, have m
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was 1n ye when they were minded to your country
tnbutary and yourselves bond-slaves! What! have they
heard not of the battles ye fought Danskers

Norwegians and the Dukes of the Gauls, when ye dehvered
them from therr shameful and gave them mto my
allegiance? We, therefore, that were enow to subdue
the tzer, shall doubtless prove yet agamst this
fecbler foe, so we only the same pams i the same spirit
to te cravens  Only obey my will and

command as loyal comrades of mine own, and what honours,
what treasures awat each one of ye! For so soon as we
have put these to the rout, forthwith we start for Rome
For us to march upon Rome 1s to take 1t and possess ~ Yours
shaﬂbethegoldn:dsﬂm,thgpnhmmdusths,mm
and aties and all the riches of the vanquished! ”

‘Whilst he yet spake thus all unite i 2 mighty cheer,
mmmduﬂlnthuthmﬂeeﬁvmtheﬁeldkamghlm
there alive.

CHAPTER VIII

hence the prowess,
came it that the uprightness, thebmm,lndthcbunﬁy
that are wont to be m them of gentle blood, ever flounshing
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amongst them from age to age, have exalted them and their
descendants unto the dominion of the whole world This 1s
the spmt I would famn arouse withmn ye. I do appeal unto
yetbatyehemmdﬁ:loiymr ‘ancient valour, and be stannch
thereunto mseekmmﬁnaunmthevﬂleywbuun
they now lurk m ambush for us, and fight to wmn from them
tbatwhlchlsmrownoinght‘ Nor deem ye that I have
mpuumthuutyﬁornﬂxgeuthm@lmld
shrmk from them or ther mvasions the contrary, 1

otherwise than we , let us also do otherwise
us seek them out and fall upon them hardily, or, 1f so be that
they are strong upon us first, let us stand our
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Polytetes, Duke of Bithynia, the fourth under Teucer, Duke
of Phrygia. Behind these agam were other four battahons,

men
udmmbe’np-nwdﬁmth:mh,hsbmld
to return thereunto

CHAPTER IX
ArTER that they were arrayed the one agamst the other,
Bntons on this Romans on that, javelns upnght,

the King of the. was. Anschil, King of
the Danes  Straight, the battalions fling them the one upon
another, burst each other’s ranks and batter together
1n a general Pitiable 1s the ter wrought betwint

sides, beating the ground with head or heels and

forth tus hfe with lus blood. But the first grave disaster fel
upon the Britons, for Bedevere the Butler was slam and
Kay the Seneschal wounded unto the death  For Bedevere
when he met Bocchus, of the Medes, fell dead, smitten
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and would have brought off his company unharmed and
returned with them to therr own nnhbldhenntbeenmet
bythzd:mnnoithexmgofl-:g'{a assault whereof
dispersed all his men. N Tetreating, albeit with
‘but four of hus followers, hemndeshlfth:;unnmd:eﬁoldm

a pack of a sudden gallop

of therr steeds right the ranks of the enemy
where he had ied the standard of the King of

the Medes, Iittle of aught that mght befall
so only he might avenge his uncle e place he
desired, he slew the and carned him off to hus comrades,
and laying the the side of that of the Butler,

hewed 1t utterly to pieces Then, a mighty
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battahon of the Armonican Britons commanded by Hoel and

followed them up, slaymg some and others on the

ground, nor ceased from therr untl reached

‘the bodyguard of the Emperor, who, when he saw the disaster

that overtaken hus comrades, them
CHAPTER X

In the first onset the Britons suffered great loss For Kin-
, fell, and with hum two thousand
of

|
:
{

of the twam was the doughtier knight or quitted hum better
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CHAPTER XI
‘Howserr, Gawain thus dashing amidst the companes, found
at last the openng he longed for, and rushmg upon the

Emperor t.heted'mhhmmnwmm. Lucus, then
mtheﬂwﬂampnmco(yondl,hldplmtyoihrdlhnod
plenty of strength and plenty of prowess, nor nor was_there
nought he did more desire than to encounter such a kmght

your
and subdued realms to my dommion! Remember
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thundmmgﬁ Natheless, the Romans made stout
urgedonbyLucms,mvvehl.rd pay back

, them m ,
with exceeding ighter Many thousand
fell m thus onslaught, and them cven the Em

CHAPTER XII
Tee Romans, thus scattered, betook them, some to the
waste- forests, some to the cities and towns, each
fleemg to the refuge he deemed safest. The Brrtons pursue
them, pnisoner, plunder , put them miserably
to the sword, as that the more of stretch

forth therr bands womamsh-wise to be 30 only they



hsownutyﬂnt builded by Bedevere the first, hus great-
grandfather, and loud was the lamentation that the Neus-
tnans made over hum. There, mlmdmn:hynldm
the southern part of the city, was he worshipfully laid next,
the wall But Kay, gnevously wounded, was borne m a
hhznnwﬂ:mnnlmhehlm!d(hldbuddedlnddymg
@ brief space after of the same wound, was buried, as became
@ Duke of Anjou, m a certam forest 1n a convent of brethren
hermit that dwelt there no great way from the city Hold.m
likewse, Duke of the Rutem, was borne mto Flanders anc

the following winter, and busied hum with the cities
of the Allobroges nto his. But the summer
on, at which time he designed to march unto Rome, he had
begun to chimb the passes of the mountams,
was brought hum that his Mordred, unto whom he
had committed the charge of Britam, had

set the crot the uj his own
end b e e o G
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CHAPTER 1

HERrEOF, venly, most noble Earl, will Geoffrey of Monmouth
snynuught. Natheless, according as he hath found it m
the Bntish d:smursenlommnoned and hath heard from
Walter of Oxford, Amnofpmmgduphemmy
hlsmnes,mhsownmnnstylemllhehmﬂynmuﬂhe
battles which that renowned King upon his return to Britam
dwnhmvmrydldi‘ightmthhsnephn So soon there-

aforesaid crime did reach s ears,

the Duke of the Saxons, mnto Germany, t.h:utoenhstany
soevert.hatwould]nmhnn lndhnn'yhar.kngunmﬂl
such as they might be, the quickest sail he could make He
, moreover, by covenant to give him that part
nft.hus\-ndwhmhstmxheﬂlkmtbe ver Humber as far
, and whatsoever Horsus and Mdpu-
sﬂsedemtmﬂmhmznf lortigern
mgly, obeymg his mjunctions, had landed with ughthmdnd
1ps full of armed Paynims, and domg homage unto this
mlmrdldukmwledgehnnuhlshgeloﬂlmdhng He
had hkewse gathered 1nto hus company the Scots, Picts, and
Insh, and whomsoever else he knew bare hatred unto his
uncle  All told, they numbered some eight hundred thousand
Paynms and Chnstians, and m ther company and relymng
on therr assistance he came to meet Arthur on his armval
Atkmhbwmghhxvm,nndmthehmlemtmeddld
o e e o
‘or upon that day 1y, An \Waln,
the King’s nephew, along with numberless other. Eventus,
197
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of therr order 1 the church of Julus the Martyr

CHAPTER II

But Arthur, burning with yet hotter wrath for the loss of
5o many hundred comrades- , after first giving Chns-
tian bunal to the slam, upon the third day marched upon
that city and the that

him theremn. Natheless, he was not minded to renounce his
design, but enco adherents by all the devices he
could, forth with his troops and arrayed them to

great
slaughter on erther side, the which at last waxed heavier
apon s xde and compeled hum 1o qustthe ield with shame
Then, little canng what bunal were given unto his slam,
“borne by the swift-oared ferryman of flight,” be started
all haste on his march toward Comwall = Arthur, torn by

ting
of all men the boldest and ever the swiftest to begm the
attack, his men m pre
ferring rather to conquer or to die than to be any longer
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contmually on the fight m There still remamed
nnu)hlmmltnfthemlmberoflﬂmslhlvemenhonedslxty
thousand men, and these he divided mto three battahons,
m each of which were six thousand six hundred and sixty-six
men-at-arms  Besides these, he made out of the rest that

were all posted m position, hesp-.kzwmd of encouragement

unto each m turn, promising them the lands and goods of their
adversanes 1 case they fought out the battle to a

Arthur also marshalled his army over agamnst them, which he

divided mto nine battahons of mfantry formed in square with

a night and felt wing, and having appointed captamns to each,

exhorted them

holdings and their honours He told them, moreaver, that
these motley barbanans from divers kingdoms were a pack
of raw recruits that knew nought of the usages of war,
‘were 1 no wise able to make stand agamnst valiant meu hike
emselves, seasoned 1 so many battles, if they fell upon
them hardily and fought ke men And whilst the twan
were still their men on the one side and the other,
the battalions e & sudden rush each at other and began

£

Andl.ﬂzrm\lcho(t_hedxyhldhe\:nspmton?.hlswlse,
Artbur at last, with one battahon wherein were six thousand
six hundred and sixty-six men, made a charge upon the
company wherein he knew Mordred to be, and hewing a path
with their swords, cut clean through 1t and mflicted a most
grevous shughl.zr For theremn fell that accursed trartor

with hum Nlthdsnotfmthe
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Elaf, Egbncht, Bumignus, that were Saxons, Gillapatric,
Gillamor, GuhH,Gﬂhr Trish msmndm with
all that they commanded, were cut off to & man.
On Arthur’s side, Olbricht, King of Norway, Aschil, King of
Denmark with thou-
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at Winchester, he slew before the altar, but the other, who
certam brethren in London,

i
5
¥
5
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g

slay th his soms, did hamself btam the langdom,
bot 1S sons, ol , and
Ghiod 1 the sccond year of his reign

secret vices He ed the sovereignty of the whale
1sland, and after many exceeding battles did add
unto his dommions six neighbour 1slands of the Ocean,
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CHAPTER VIII

Unro Careticus, a lover of awvil wars,

hateful unto God and unto the Brtons  The Saxons, having
expenence shiftiess, went unto Gormund,

“M’g:yed of the Saxons, he sailed across with
which m the Saxons by their oath of
fealty, and m another the Britons by continually carrymng
on wars amol were u ymg waste

‘WaEREFORE, O thou neglectful nation, borne down by the
weight of thine outrageous miquities, wherefore, ever thirst-
1ng after cavil wars, hast thou thus enfechled thee by these
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didst subdue the kingdoms that Le off thy migh

e afar off unto it,
thou that wast planted a noble vne, wholly & night seed, how
art thou now turned mto the degenerate plant of a bitter
vine, that thus thou canst no longer protect thine own

be drven, and scarce agamn if ever shall they recover the
glanes of therr ancient estate!

CHAPTER X

HowBEIT, after that the tyrant of evil omen had lmd waste,
as hath been said, well-nigh the whole 1sland with his count-
less thousands of Africans, the more part thereof which was
called ugh
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to stay and offer themselves to

mstant martyrdom, thus
leaving the relics in such mmment peril. Many of them
betook them m a mighty fleet unto Armoncan Britam, so

when I come to translate the Book of their Exile.

CHAPTER XI

THERRAFTER for many ages did the Britons lose the crown
of the kingdom and the sovereignty of the 1sland, nor made
dignity

they any endeavour to recover therr former On the
contrary, they did many a time and oft lay waste that part
of the country y remam unto

forth therr forays , and at another agamst
CHAPTER XII
IN the meantime sent the blessed Pope
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learned 1n the hberal arts  He, when did demand
subjection from the British bishops, m that they might
common task of Gospel unto

the people, made answer with divers argumgs, that
owed no subjection unto him as of nght, nor were they
minded to bestow therr preaching upon seemg
that they had an thewr own, and that the

nations of the Saxons did persist mn withholdmg therr own
country from them; whence they did ever hold them m the
decpest ablorrence, and recked nought of ther fath and
religion, and m nought had more m common with the Saxons
than with dogs

CHAPTER XIII

Eraecserr, therefore, King of the men of Kent, when he
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adornd with thepalmofmarrpdom, id o 8 sest e
kngdom of Hesven. These, when the sud tyat of the
Stonswen frwardon s mach towedsthe ety of Bogor,
hearmg of s mad outrage the Dk of the Btons o wt
Bldene, Duke of Coravall, Marpudad, King of the South
e, and Cdran, Kin o the Noth, came fom o parts
fo et b, and o bl with b, rov bm foemg
wounded bfoe them, but o pasig et wasthe umber
of s amy slun, het o was rckoned no s tham oot
te thonsand and ot Do flln (O the s o he
Brtons kemse fll Bl Duke of Cornval, who wes
theircommander m hos s



BOOK XII

CHAPTER I
THEREAFTER all the princes of the Britons did come together

make their King, and that under his command

would Ethelfnd beyond the Humber. When
they had set the crown of the kingdom upon his head, they
all assembled from all parts and crossed the Humber
And when of this was brought unto Ethelind he
albed all the Kings of the Saxons unto himself and marched
to meet Cadvan. But when they had their com-
panies on their came and peace

,5"
g%
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his familiarity, in such sort that none other was there of therr

wim much fame of therr valour i many exploits of prowess

CHAPTER I

1IN later days, after the death of therr parents, they returned
mtuBnh.ln, ,uhngwﬂtbehelmnithehngdnm
renewed the friendship that had been betwixt their fathers
After two years had passed away, Edwm besought Cadwallo
thnthemxghthavelmo(h:sown,mdfulﬁl&emn—
stituted ceremonues of wvuugntymthepn'uofNonhllm-
bna m such wise as he himself fulfilled them to
ancient wont upon the hither side of the Humber And
when a conference was bemng held upon the matter migh the
niver Duglas, and the wiser sort were taking counsel

‘what were best to be done, Cadwallo chanced to be lying on
the other bank of the nver with his head restng on the
bosom of a certan nephew of his whom they called Brian

crown  For, once let them be exalted by having a king of
therr own, they will be held of so much higher renown m the
mnh'yﬁunwhmutheymmemthtmdymwmlld:m
fellow-barbarians be to come at therr call, when they bid them

£0 our shores to assist them m the extermmation of our race.
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For ever hath 1t been their wont to deal treacherously, nor
never keep firm farth with none. Wherefore, say I, by us

the people and the Kig hunself driven forth with shame ”

CHAPTER III
‘WHEN he thus, Cadwallo repented hum of
harboured the thought of such a covenant, and sent wv:z‘s

unto Edwm that he could m no wise

maugre
back word that he would smite off hus head under the crown
1f he durst presume to be crowned withm the kingdom of
Bntam.

Discorn having thus ansen betwixt them, and the men of
both having harried the lands of the other m & number of
armed forays, both at last met on tae farther side of Humber,
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and m the battle that was fought Cadwallo lost many thou-
sands of us men and was put to fight, makmg his way m
such haste as he might through Albany unto the 1sland of

all disaster that might befall, and along of him 1t was that

Edwm had witting of Cadwallo’s return so as thus he was

able to meet him, shatter his ships and drown their crews,

and close every port agamst hm  Cadwallo, therefore, not

knowing what to do, and well-mgh fallng mto utter despair
atlast

Ium of going
of the Armorican Britons, to ask for help and counsel,
so that he might be ahle to return unto lus country And
as he was sail for Armonica a wild gale arose of a
sudden and the of his companions were so scattered
thereby, as that in a short space no one of them remamed by
another Theﬂotoithz&ng’sﬂmmm%mch

£

B

Cad gnef for the loss of hus ship-
mates that for three days and mights he loathed all food and
Iny sick abed  But upon the fourth day early he was taken
with a mghty longing for venison meat, and calling Bnan



Of the Kings of Britain 211

it unto the King for vemson. Preseatly, he,
weening 1t to be flesh of deer, began to eat thereof, and was
ed, much marveling that never aforetime
had he tasted meat so sweet m flavour. At last, when he

Bntam they did over of the
provinces, nor was there a anywhere, save only the
R strong enow to Nor were
the Romans themselves able to do thus that I have said of
ther own might, but stnfe that ansen

the nobles of the But the Romavs, albert
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never thereafter enjoyed such privilege as to hold possession
oithemnofthehngdammnnhnimmux?‘:n. For
‘ancient

own agamst all our neighbours m arms ”

CHAPTER VI

‘WHEN he had made an end of speaking thus, with more to
like purpose, Cadwallo, some Lttle shamed, made answer on
this wise

“ Manifold thanks do I render unto thee, O King, * sprung
of grandsires whose great-grandsires were kings,’ for that
hast promised to help me to recover my
Hnwbent,thuwhu:hmmm‘t:;thnltummenmxmy

5
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i
:
!
]

mto this ., and gave bis daughter unto Duke Hoel,
the son of Hoel the Great, who conquered so many kingdoms
with Arthur  Unto him was born Alan, the father of thine
own father Hoel, who, so long as be hved, was no small terror
unto the Gauls.”
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wﬁm'lm,hdldnpmbﬂﬂmmoll
‘hmself

n a low voce _The damsel, turnng her head at hus voice,
Iusltﬁntmdnubtwbnltmlgh %, but. when she drow
‘migher and her brother, she was hike to have fallen

in a swoon for ]utbymymnhaphzshmﬂdhehnwn
and taken by lus enemes Wherefore, efemnghsunnd
familiar with um

bum briefly how the buildings of the court lay, pomting them
out, and pomnting out also the wizard of whom he was m
search, who chanced to be walking up and down amongst
thepoarmmwhﬂstthedmsvuhungdxsmhnwdnnmthm
Bnan, therefore, when he had taken knowledge of the man,
‘bade his sister steal privily forth of her chamber the next
mght and come unto him without the citv hard by = certam
nldch\lmhwhmhewnuldlwmhzrmmmgmnngdndnk
arches of the place He then jomed hum m amongst the



Havine obtamed this victory, Cadwallo marched throu
all the provinces of the Angles, and wrought such havoc
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me&nmsuﬁnmwunﬁhw&cm

who ought of nght to have regned after hum, as also slew he
m,m.ﬂﬂsﬁu who had come to therr assistance

CHAPTER X
Avrzz all these were slamn, Oswald succeeded to the kingdom

mander Peanda, for He humself that we have under-
taken these just wars for the salvation of our country ” All
according as they had heen commane 3
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Northumbria, and by dmt of heavy bribes of gold and silver
Cadwallo, who now possessed the empire of all

upon his brother Alind, and Ethelwald, his brother’s son,
rased But when they
that they could 1n no wise stand im, they fied away

would collect an army and go with them to the further side

to reave Osw1 of kingdom But Penada, for
that he was adread of the peace which Cad-
wallo out of Britam,

erther to march agamst Oswi himself, or at least grant

him heence to do battle with im  When, fore, King
held high court one Whitsuntide and celebrated
the festival by the crown of Britam m London,
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My Lord, seemg that it hath ever been thy purpose to
dlweth:nmn(th:Anghlfnﬁhafdnkmmoanhm
wherefore shouldst thou now turn aside from
and suffer them to hve in peace in our midst? Gom,nnwl
Gave them leave at least to fall out amongst themselves and
slaughter one another at will until they shall have exter-
minated themselves from our land! No faith s to be kept
with one that 1s ever hatchmng of treason and laymg of snares
to catch hm unto whom of night he oweth fealty These
Saxons, m sooth, ever sice they did first set foot m our
mun&yhnvencm&zmmgi\tbnthn'kmlmbuhm
betray our folk What faith ought we to keep with them?
Give Peanda leave to make war upon Osw1 the swiftest he
mny,thnnlmsthcymlyhﬂmemothermavﬂdmdm
hwummntmdmxslmdbendnfthwhnhpuk
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sweet-scented condmments, and set it with marvellous art
withmn & brazen mage cast to the measure of hus statare
This mage, moreover, 1 armour of wondrous beauty and
craftsmanship, they set upon a brazen horse above the West
G-un([mdmmto]nmoithevmylhﬂ:puhnof
and as a terror unto the Saxons They did
beneath 1t a church m honour of St Elrhn,wbmne
divine services celebrated for hum and the faithful departed

CHAPTER XIV
CapwALLADER hus son succeeded hum m the government of

the kmgdom, & youth whom Bede calleth Elidwald _In the
mamtamed him stoutly and made good peace,

mother,
sbemspmngkumambl:hmllyolth:m 1t was
after King Cadwallo entered mto the covenant of amity
wmhhubrotbcr?undlthnthewokherwm&mdmt
she bare lum Cadwallader

CHAPTER XV
Hx, therefore, as T began to tellye, fallng sick, the Brtons

upon the foosh folk, msomuch as that every province was
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, for our miquities, wherewith we
htven:monsdwoﬁmdlgunst(}odmkmgusp-m
was granted unto us for repentance! the ven-

CHAPTER XVI
Inv the midst of these and other lamentations was Cadwallader
borne forth Armorican shore, and upon his landing,
came with all his multitude unto , nephew of
and by him was Brtam, there-
fore, deserted of all her save some few whom death

, nor, m sooth, did the Saxons find 1t 2 home to be
desired at that same tie, for they, t00, died therem without
intermission  But when the deadly plague had ceased, the
remnant of them, true unto therr ancient wont, sent word
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to say them nay, save only the few and needy little remnants
oltheannsthnhndmvedmdh m the

‘ales From that time the power of
theannsemnimthelslmd and the Englsh began to

him to emprise the adventure, for that God had
wmndthg}lnwnsshmlld Teign n Brtam before
thathmesbvuldwmewhmi lerhn had esied unto
Arthur The Voice bade hum, moreover, that he should go
unto Pope Sergws at Rome, where, after due penance done,
he should be numbered amongst the blessed _ Yet, further,
the Voice told hum that the people of the Britons should
agam possess the 1sland by ment of therr farth when the
uppmnmdnmeshonldm,butﬂnnhnmnuhouldmbe
until the Britons had obtamned hus rehcs and had translated
them from Rome mto Britam. Then, when the relics had
likewise been revealed of the other samts, which had been
Iidden away by reason of the mvasion of the Paynims, they
sbvuldrwovathehngdomtheyhldlut And when this
message had been spoken m the ears of the holy man, he
mm@mymwkmg“mdmhﬂmmwhm
that which had been
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CHAPTER XVIII
THEN Alan took divers books, as that of the prophecies of

confirmed by
after, beng smitten of a sudden lethargy, upon the twelfth
day of the Kalends of May i the year of Qur Lord’s mcarna-
‘twon, six hundred and eghty-nme, was released from the
contagion of the flesh and did enter mto the hall of the
kingdom of Heaven
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and castles, and thus throwmg off the sovereignty of the
Brttons, held the empire of all Loegria under thewr Duke
Athelstan, who was the first to wear & crown amongst them
But the Welsh, degeneratmg from the nobabty of the Britons,
never afterwards recovered the soveregnty of the wland,
but on the contrary, quarrellg at one tme amongst them-
selves, and at another with the Saxons, never ceased to have
bloodshed on hand erther wn public or private fead.

CHAPTER XX

Howser, therr Kigs who from that tme have succeeded
m Wales I hand over m the matter of wntmg unto Karadoc
of Lancarvan, my contemporary, as do I those of the Saxons
unto Willam of Malmesbury and Henry of Huntmgdon,
whom I bud be stlent as to the Kings of the Britons, seemg
that they have not that book m the Bntish speech which
Walter, Archdeacon of Oxford, did convey hither out of
Bnttany, the which bemg truly wsued m honour of the
aforesad princes, I have on this wise been at the pams of
translatmg o the Latm speech



THE TRANSLATOR’S EPILOGUE

In the first and last chapters of his work, Geoffrey of Mon-
mouth tells his readers how deeply he 1s mdebted to Walter,
Archdeacon of Oxford, for the origmal matenal of his Hstory,
lndmthepmﬁceofhuelevnmhbook emphasises
the value of the mformation given by Walter m reference to
King Arthur Strangely enough, the very first authentic
ofmoxdofGenﬂny’smsmncebnnhtstogethﬂthemes

years earher than the publication of the History of the Brstssh
Kings m the form m which 1t has come down to us When
Osney Abbey, near Oxford, was founded mn 1129, the hst of
‘witnesses to the foundation charter began with the name of
the Archdeacon and ended with that of Geoffrey Arthur ! At
this time, therefore, the writer of the Hstory did not sign
himself Geofirey of Monmouth, as he did mn later years, but
Geaﬁreyhthm,thenmcbywhmhhclsknmwhu
o 111|s Henry of and Robert
Tungm second name, “ Arthur,” has very generally
beenmpposedtnmdxutethuGeuﬁny’sﬁﬂmwlsmed
Arthur  No valid ground, however, has been assigned for the
assumption, and 1t 15, moreover, directly at vanance with
theum’honolellumo Neﬂbm‘gb which cannot lightly
beset aside ? At any rate, patronymic or no patronymic, 1t
15 increible that a writer named Arthur should create a
Interary hero also named Arthur unless the two circumstances
were in some way connected What the precise connection
myhnvebemmnmlybegmmd,butmelythelim
explanation of the facts as they stand 1s that as early as 1129
1n the Boa oo, M ot Ve Sy prserved
1 The authonty of the so called Gashan Brad, which m

calls him * Galfirai ab Arthur,” 15 not m these
authonity to which much ml:nﬂbe e S.S‘u W

’s paper on in the Trans on Cymm-
rodoriow, 1900 On this al 3 13
ncmed to the Brut as correct. * The fact
that lus name 1s N Arthor’ or

as
seem to mdicate that his father’s name was Arthur
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Geoffrey had already set hand to a work of which Arthur
was or was to be the hero
mmmmwcmeylndhmbookdamtm
years later The whole story will perhaps be best told m
thgwmdsnfRobutofTongm,ltMtnnenmmkmthe
Abbot of

sud Henry did excerpt at Bec, where I offered use
of a copy of the whole Britons when he was
on his way to Rome ”

After a. ph ng the scope of his own

from Juhus Caesar to the death of Henry I m 1135, and
acknow] tnthellub'yolﬂmyof
I{unungdnn, to quote Henry’s abstract m
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mmoﬂlﬂthnﬂuﬂubvyof(}eaﬂmydlfonmth
but 1t 15 also clear that 1t was a version
homfbeﬂwunhumdawnmu:mdu
here been translated The followmg extracts give all
the passages of the abstract which afford any matenal
evidence of 1ts having been made from a version of the history
dﬂermgﬁommhtuhrm
Here begmneth the epistle of Henry the Archdeacon
unto Wann as concerning the Kings of the Britons.
“Thou dost ask of me, Wann the Briton, courteous man
as thou art, and witty withal, wherefore, in tellng the story
of our country, lshm:ldh.lvebcgunwkﬂlthanmesa!]nhm
Casar and omitted those most reigns that
betwixt Brute and the days of Julus? nglnsw:nsﬂmt
albest I have many a time and oft made enquiry as to these

profane que

meutothep]mcitheﬂmyajﬁex of the English
muedbyme,mdhn‘lugn’lyhﬂn‘lwhat]hdmnym

wer, offered unto me a book to read as concernmng
ngsoithennmswhnhddmrlﬂmdbefamtbe}:nghsh.

These extracts my best-beloved, I do therefore
send unto thee, llbﬂttheybedthehnefm as becometh a
mmfnendlyletter

‘Then follows a very short summary of the earlier chapters,
m which Henry quotes the two first lmes of Brute’s prayer
mbmrhmfwdhﬂmm,ﬂmwmhe

us —
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wnmng-wumm
whom was none fawrer of form nor more comely to
whﬂweltum:thn.tshemmludmbeQuemmdm
that was her was put away Gondolovea, therefore,
after the death hethmbnnd,mgnedﬁltemyursmthe

Lhehound:nes thxtdnngsmnhbhlnd

mud:dollnvethee"mt.houtmypre&mmsoimm
h!umzzessofhzrspeech The moral of the tale 1s thus

‘mng,smndmnelymdmzmthemmmthpm-
aated,’ ”—a plattude, perhaps, not altogether destitute of
pomt m the mouth of Geoffrey of Monmouth. Other dis-
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crepancies are shght and few The Allobroges of the later
‘version are the Senones, Brenns is Brennus “ the supreme
of men, the glory of the brave, the eternal star of Brrtam,”

of Giants which 1s now called Si » This 1s all that

passing
“When he was about to cross over the Alps, an eavoy
saud unto lum, * Modred, thy nephew, hath set thy crown

upon his own the X of
nglish, and hath taken thy wife unto himself 3
thereupon, over wondrous wrath, returming
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1
“ Geoffrey Arthur, who had translated the History of the
Kungs of the Bruons out of the British mto Latm, is made
e i, we v dione 4 armgenchab evdsnce
Here, wve
that a version of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Hasiory of the
Brutssh Kings was extant m the Abbeyof Bec early n 1139, and
nexther Henry nor Robert speak of 1t as bemng at that time
a novel acqumtion That this version was substantially
Y-heslmcls'.hehwvemmwhu:hhnwmedmwus,
with the

earlier, the other a later edition, that 1s all.

At this pomt, a difficulty presents itself in reference to
thedatenfbodivemnns As far backas 1770, J R Smner,

the learned libranian of the city of Bem, m his catalogue of
the MSS then m his charge, called attention to one of
Geoffrey of Monmouth’s Hz.rlwy dedlmtedmxmgsmphen
of England The value of Smner’s catalogue was early
recognised 1 , but ths entry remamed
practically monoedunulxuss when Sir Frederick Madden
published an account of the MS m the Journal of the Archeo-
lagmllmmu(o::hnyurmw he gave the text of

and his o After

first paragraph, which 15 adeatical with, that already
mhted-ttbebepnmngoithuvnhm,thcded:nmn

runs m Englich
“ Unmthuhctlcwnrkofmne,mudme,dnthou Stephen,

* Chromque de w{n Delisle,
Gl . ',
SRR TR
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King of , show favour i such sort that with thee for
teacher adviser 1t may be beld to have sprung not from
the poor little fountam of Geoffrey of Monmouth, but from
thine own sea of knowledge, and to savour of thy salt, so
that 1t may be said to be thme offsprmg—thine, whose uncle

Allustnous ‘philosoph:

pmofh-ghwhrhunedmmmemmmddm
armies, and whom the 1sland of Britam doth now mn these
our days hail with heart-felt affection, as if in thee she had
been vouchsafed a second Henry Do thou, also, Robert,
Earl of Gloucester, our other pillar of the realm, lend thme
assistance that, under the combmed direction of ye both,
the 1ssue of my book now made public may shme forth m
an even famrer ight For thee, unto whom was sire that

art, the trusty protection of
my:el( thy prophet-bard, and this my book, 1ssued for thine

delectation, under thy protection, so that lying at mmne
usebundlthgg\mdﬂnshrpo(sohx—spludmglhee,l
may be able to pipe my lays upon the reed of mine own
muse mn safe security even 1 the face of the envious and
the wicked

Such, as nearly as I can render its amazing periods, 15
Geoffrey’s double dedication The mere pedestnan trans-




Of the Kings of Britain 231
regard to the first pornt, uatil some good reason for dogbting
s what it profeses o be, » deducation byGedlvwaKm:

ship of a kind which would suggest to Geoffrey the 1dea of
them jomtly as the two pillars of the realm  The

very words of the dedication, mn fact, refute Sir Fredenck’s
attempt to therr existence His method begins at
the wrong end  The date of the dedication has to be deter-
muned first of all by the best evidence attamable before any
profitable discussion can be entered mto as to the best means
oimunmgﬁornt. In this case, one hniting date at least
has been ascertaned with sufficient certanty to render it

Jenuary 1 Now the Bern MS mcludes the o
Merlm and the mtroductory chapter to Book VII m which
of Alexander as dead at the time he wnites.

that the de
Glmuamdurmghshle uuikobmugmznlly
to have died m x147 Obviously no genume work could
hvebemddnwimdzehvmgknhntoi@mmdn
=
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was wntten after the death of a man who survived hm.
et the dedication of the Bern MS 1 dearly addressed £
Robert as still vmg, for he 15 spoken of as bemng one of the
pillars of the realm and Kmg Stephen as the other The
real date of Robert’s death, therefore, becomes crucil for
determmng the character and credit of the Bern MS. What
evidence exists on the pomnt at 1ssue? Gervase of Canter-
bury places Robert’s death m 1146, and hus bugh authonty

borated by the The Annals

lswn'o
of Margan Abbey, whmh Rom hmds founded, gave
0¢wbcr31,xu7,ut.hednu,md,ufnuthzyurgm,
corroborated by those of Tewkesbury and Waverley
JohnofHethgAmquuﬂm date! Which of the
three years thus recorded 1s to be accepted as the true date
of the event? The day of the month mentioned m the
Margan Annals may safely be relied on as accurate, masmuch
as“ Foundﬂley”wml]ddm tless be celebrated annually
bylspeullsavlm,mdnmuﬁkemmdlnpomtmdw
bey chronicle 15 hardly a possible contngency The pre-
sumpmnthntﬂuyuruwdllsthedlyuwnecﬂymwed

bemg
the event The form, mmeuv:r,mwhld:

m(mutu: annals were habitually kept very frequently
to entnes bemg made under & wrong year The stmng:st
argument in favour of the latest date 1s the fact that where-
ever, as m Jobn of Hexham and the Waverley Annals, the
duﬂun(BuhgcAkxmdcrmdhdRobmu:phmdm

Alexander ly musplaced, and the mference 15 that
the death of Robert 1 also as year,
although ly correctly entered as regards the true

be regarded John of Hexham, hoghwboth
um%wmng w]
events m 1148 wboleevuimee:themmol

s X Seop, Gervmse 136y, Hesbam 176, dos Mon,
and 11 Se also Gesta Steph 137, and Froeman,
NC.V g1z



Of the Kings of Britain 233
this jomt dedication by Geoffrey seems to turn the scale

dedicate
once to King Stephen and to Earl Robert, then still on hostile
terms, and to address them as the two pillars of the kingdom
of

England
The search 15 far from bemng so hopeless as 1t seems at first
and

1y 15 obscurer still, but there are two well-
ﬁmwhmhmmmwhweldm on this
pomt, al both belong to a date some few years later

than the deaths of the Bishop and the Earl One of these

estimate of his prospects and position m that year e was
then still a deacon, and possibly an archdeacon, (uthetldg
at that time had almost as many meanmngs as the word

of Mon-

archdeacon 1 the or attached to the great
m and 1t seems faily certam that he subse-
quently held some of tion of the same kind m the

post
college at Llandaff At any rate, 1 1148, he was i deacon’s
orders, and, 1t 1s only reasonable to ifer that lus later career,

clamms

‘were strong He::;nmmulgwdmmdwnd:-

clams which m a less anarchic age might well have been
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perable  This that his elevation to a bishopric
ﬁd u sont King Sf lnd that

confirmation of

mudmedlmmn{hlsbookhdbemd

Stephen’s arch-enemy, Earl Robert T, mhed,umly
nnmime-:buntunpafxﬂqu;mmaumfmee. Henry
oiHunhngdon,who,uwehvem,mom’uﬂyln&nnty
with regard to this earher edition, says nothing about 1ts
dedication for two very mtellgible reasons, one that the
dedication had nothing whatever to do with the subject on
which he was writing, and the other that when he made his
M‘ctuBechemmvellmngmemth
‘Theobald, whose election to see "of Canterbury had just
bemmnﬁmedbyl{mgsuphm But the dedication 1iself
supports the mference. It was wntten at a time when
Bntan was haihng Robert with heartfelt affection as if in

saw, if I read what 1s wnitten anght, that
faxr and glonous city, the ‘whereof might seem to vic
with those of Rome , transmuted mnto a metropo!
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Arthur by name, and celebrated throughout Christendom
for his Hastory of the Britash Kings, consecrated

hus claims  He bad not been 1dle all had
been busy, other things, with the Prophecies of Merlsm,
which had ly a

other must be so far proprtiated as not to oppose his
1f Lincoln or any other sec was to be obtamed at all. So
much was imperative—the rest was a matter of taste and

eamnestly advocated, a sneaking, time-serving hypocrite
ready to sacnfice convictions he had ever
on the altar of his own personal advancement. Even had

world at large But that irksome necessity of obtaming the
mydlssmtshllhybetwmlhlmlndwhathemnsh‘hed
his deserts
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mmh\mfu'tblqlmmth:;:yﬁunwmm

year before, m 1147,

H had been successful for a time

trnmhunee];::’:;lm h-lldl;dhdmnedby
a few months later placing

part of 1t which owned to Stephen under an mter-

enter on any earthly reward at all he could no longer afford

be Th:ndhe ﬁ;tlnm w,u'.
’s or nothmg, naturally preferred St. Asaph’

see he was consecrated m 1152 But there was no

Wobdbgm“mgwnbfb;hmmh

wilds of Wi as the dispensers

wﬂmmt Earl Robert was dead, but his

1Ikm Camb VI 137, 170

swes



Of the Kings of Britain 237
cause was rapidly rismg mto the ascendant. 'ﬂ:eEmp_
sl kved, and Henry Fitz-Empress to man-

hood Hn father, Geoffrey of An dmdmxxsx,lndlt
HmrybenmElﬂofAn]wuw:llanho(
ly The same event year also saw the young

to be piping hus rustic reed on the banks
Clwyd There was but a single hife, that
between Stephen and Henry Fitz-Empress 1 the succession
mthemwn,lnﬂdﬁmryshmldevuhe , even that
other city upon Usk mught yet hail Geoffrey as Primate of
all Wales On August 18, 1153, Eustace died, and Stephen
‘was not unwillingly persuaded to adopt Henry as hus son and
herr to the crown of England  On November 7 in that year
the so] kmncomplctwasdulyngnedmhdmddnhvmd
and fealty sworn to the future King Henry  To this moment-
ansdommentGeoﬁtzyngnuihnsnmeuBmhnpolSt_
Stephen

bttle cathedral church on the Elwy, to wait for the better
time It was not to be _ Geoffrey was never to enter on hus
earthly reward. He reached Llandaff, and there, m his own
oldhmne,h.dledmnss,wﬂhouthvmgmﬁoot'lthm
Iis own diocese. Stephen had died on October ss, 1154,
and Heary 11 had been crowned on December 19 ~Henry,
Bnbnpofwindl!&u' Stephen’s brother, had fled the
country The long mmeteen
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waiting were over  Geoffrey’s hour had come at last and it
‘was his own last hour

With to the 'Merlsn as a separate work
from the History of the British Kings, moch to be
sud wi cannot be said here  One

and
died m 1137 and Suges m trse, but at what precise
I tten can now only be

he
voice. ¢ Justice,” said he, ¢ shall succeed, at
whose shall tremble the towers of Gaul and the

wbnlcmpnofthlspledu:m sovughtylndw

lnumt,ﬁummencﬂy

pummd:umdmdhu-dmmmmm:hemh,mn

mmnnghwu,munemglem.mbe

lmsm:nt the precise ity thereof For even
thmwhnhlsﬂdnd)gmdlhmtthehms

1t 15 abundantly mamifest that the prophecy bath proven
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true, seemng that his sons and were ship-wrecked,

and bemg devoured of the fishes of the sea were
mto them. The aforesasid King Henry, there-

for the haven of lus Norman duchy, and, relymng on the
ouhexm&ocmrmch,:mgmmmmmu ,
restoreth laws and mmposeth peace upon compulsion,

robbers nought less than the tearing out of therr

FEETRE
E%Ea;g
i §§E§
i
HEL
gigt
f2ef
: EE

EFH

either by settling men of his own therem, or, if they were
destroyed, by confiscating thewr revenues to his own treasury.
The Island Dragons also did tremble when none of the nobles
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Ths = in several ‘Written
Geoffrey’s own hfetime, 1t enables us to say with
certamty that the ive ongmated

Suger selects these as on the subject he has
m ‘them 1s one which wves unint ,
relating to the “ form of commerce,” which Merln

shall m twam, and further, that the half shall

become round The reference, of course, 15 to the silver

an earhier date or wi the 15 merely an mstance
of My of bt
fal. The fact remams that the prop tes the
1ssue of any round halfpence now known by more than half
a century

The tone m which Suger speaks of Merln 1s also note-
worthy It 15 difficult to read the openmg sentences of this

without feehng that Suger mtended to convey a
P’T;ﬁ:unt to Geoffrey, knowmng perfe:tly we]l that “ Mer-
Iin * was only the alsas of a lving writer true that he
mummspukofth:pmphmu"wagbty ancient ”
;WB’&:Mwldheusu—hutthemm

18 m s cheek, and that although he knows all about 1t he
hnnomtmhnnottpoilmgnuhn'xglm But however
this may be, the most significant pownt m the passage 1s that
Suger should have written 1t. Suger was no ordmary eocle-
smastic or man of letters A:mumh.mmhempnr
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bably the greatest practical statesman m Chnstendom, his

‘much contempt as so polished an ecclesiastical wit will
Iumself to show. Willam of Newburgh’s frank onslaught
upon Geoffrey 15 well known He 15 shocked at Geoffrey’s
serene mdifference to hustonc truth, and denounces the man
as a liar without scruple Merkn fares no better with hun

udicicus, ly
Why should this mountebank pre-
tend to be a histonan and publish this pack of Les as if they
were eternal venties?  Yet the fact that Wilham places his

Romance. It isnota although 1t 1s m the form of
a lustory. No hustory, nor even, save actidentally and very
partally, a historical , but a romance of a distinct

and pecuhbar stamp, a romance m the sense m which the
Ihad, the Odyssey and the Enewds are romances, a
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m the sense of a natwnal epos. Gmtﬂq'n: the juxta-
poﬂ'mnofsuchnnmubyﬂ: of the Histories of the
Mﬁxmpmymntﬁms@t 1t 15, nevertheless, a
true analogy are all trees m the orchard of national
epos chclbdmdtheﬂdysreymthepﬂdxmd
nectarme, and the &neids the melting pear, Geoffrey’s
Hmmydnmwbemequmanf:hehnt—prdm,
crude and uneatable as gathered from the tree, yet with a
flavour and perfume cistinctively its own, poignant and

Ammmﬂepm,lny,htoiwhnmum? It s not

Enghsh, not Norman, nor even Breton nor Welsh  Yet all
hv:thmhmlllnttedtnthgm lndlflllltnnehmnm
, all are at the victors fact,

In sumple
'we can never read Geoffrey aright until we realse what nation
itwunfwhnchheupndmbeth:mumnmmofm
national epic In & word, 1t was the natonal empure of his
time, and his “ tune ” was that of Henry I, Stephen, and

hustoric phrase, from the

Conqueror of l, ly
extend the frontiers of the Anglo-Welsh-Norman-Breton
emprre until, n the fulness of tme, the

1t mught well seem that the d: was m a farr way
o be accompl within & measurable tme It was the
want of cohesion the various constituent elements

should be directed Among these was one which
Heary L, the Beanclere, the * fine acholar 7 of & tme when
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Ih.:l:‘nhmmmﬂ?]imﬂumaﬂ-dmhn could not over-
letters, n:d@th‘“pubhuﬂnnolhuﬁuabhd.soﬂ

the changed
That Virgil was mxpéxed," m the modemn
t

sense, was “ mnspired *’ by Henry seems to me even yet more
distinctly obvious Henry, indeed, was no Augustus, and
Geoffrey was far enough from bemg a Virgll, but mn this
mpectthemhmnsbetweuxthe]lnmmpnurandﬂu

been unwilling to publish this translation without indicating
at least what seems to me necessary to understanding
true significance and bearng of Geoffrey’s book It 15 an
epic that failed, for it was to have been the national epic of
an emprre that failed When John lost Normandy and much
beside 1 the early years of the thirteenth century, that
empire, never more than an mchoate empire, came to an
for ever King Arthur, Geoffrey’s creation as Eneas was
the creation of Virgl, the kmg who was to have been the
traditional hero of the Anglo-Welsh-Norman-Breton nucleus
of empire and all the dommions which that empire might
annex to its own, was left without any empire to

had

short-hved empire which was the justification of his own

existence

Seen from this standpoint, 1t seems to me that it 1s possible
evolution
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hgible double name of Geoffrey Arthur At this time he is

1 close contact with Walter, Archdeacon of Oxford, and it
1s at this period that he seems to have recerved from Walter
the ancient book m the British  which

he professes to translate. This book has never
ennh,-ndltseummmnnpmhhlethnxtmwﬂlbe 9
am very doubtful, mdeed, whether the word “ British ” here
rnllymnnommhctWehmermm Takng mto account
hecyofl(erhn that the words “England ” and
“Engluh shall be superseded by the words  Britain ** and
"Bmuh 1t seems by no means certam that when
wnm “ Britush ,”” he does not by a ﬂalap.nu m his
natural , mean smply “Eng] However
d.nsmybewhst seems the Likehest course of events s that
Robert of Gloucester, orposslblyenwghhnhﬂxer Henry L,
destrous of having

a rough sketch of what was required, with ns of hus
m,mdhmdsdhunmmGéoﬂny cannot help
thinkmg, too, that the work at first proposed was a poem,

of Stephen. In the version of the Historses seen by H
of Hun nuaﬂmthtm“motm
‘was 1n a more hopeful spmt than m the later version.
phrase m which Geoffrey speaks of Britam hailmg
Robert with Joy, as if m him she had been vouchsafed a
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second Henry, reads hke an echo of the behef that Arthur
should come agam I inchne, therefore, to assign the date
of 1138 to this dedication m its first form, the time when
Robert projected the mvasion of England m the mterests of
‘the Empress, and recerved of support from the Scots
Jang and a number of the barons

The ordmary text of the Histores, that here transiated,
differs from the origmal, which was condensed by Henry of
Huntingdon 1 one momentous respect It omits the refer-

are
written, are most of them easy encugh to read and mterpret
by any one familiar with the class of hterature of which Old
Moore’s Almanac may be mstanced as a still extant example.
By far the greater part of them are of course mere ex post
facto prophecies, and m not a few cases 1t is easy enough to
date them as having been written after the fulfilment of the

There 15, however, & considerable residue con-

on
two, three or more Merlms 15 a phenomencn, the occurrence
of which any Merhn of ordmary wtelligence might safely
have ventured to predict. These *“ extra ”” Merlms of course
do not necessanly mply the existence of more than one living
Merim, any more than the cast sloughs of a snake mply the
existence of more than one hving snake But apart from
this consideration, there 1s an even more potent cause for the
‘multiphication of Merlins to be found m the tendency of many
to

to conj
second only m uthonty to deWnt,aq\ldm"theSlhyl”
Vgl himself Now m studymg the “
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I&mknupmﬂem&mhmdnhnm,md
than three different hands The bulk of the
wurk,nodmbt,u(;uﬁvfsm This, mdmd he himself

Ithnk,hcwevﬁ,ltmybeshvwnthtmofﬂwpmphwu
'were simply collected and edited, not onigmally written, by

“third ” 1t passes to the “ second,” w'm,Stzphm vhou

mdd bmthq'wudwewhmheumqwd
speu-lpomt pmphecyxsthnxtewldmthn
wnitten before the days of Stephen, masmuch as Stephen



Of the Kings of Britain 247

had solemnly swomn fealty to the “ Empress ” Maud, who
'was expected to succeed her father, and could not be described
1n any sense as “ second ”’
Others of the predictions date themselves as clearly, and
seems to have issued more than one edition of them
as a separate work during the early years of Stephen's reign
The ongmal of the Bern MS , which I have already assigned
to the central months of 1148, seems to me to represent the
earliest form 1n which the entire work as known to us was
msssued The dedication of 1t to Stephen and Robert jomntly
seems naturally accounted for by the fact that, if
was destrous of obtaming a bishopric, he was practically
compelled to propitate Stephen at least to the extent of
inducng ham not to withhold the royal assent to his pro-
motion After Stephen’s adoption of Henry, and Geoffrey s
elevation to the see of St Asaph, the jomt dedication became
useless, and possibly mischievous as well as mcongruous, and
Geoffrey would be glad to restore the dedication as 1t stood
1n the first edition of the work before the Merhn additions
were made, for two reasons Robert was then dead, but
Robert’s cause had triumphed, and the dedication to Robert
would at least seem to add some years to the antiquity of
Merhin’s prophecies  The text I have followed—the Vulgate
text—I therefore take to be founded on MSS of about the
year 1153, but some few of the Merln prophecies, which
m therr present form at least, relate to events as
hmnsthcumeo(]ﬂhn can only have crept mto the
at a later date
Such then are, I beheve, all the facts m relation to Geoffrey
and his work that rest on trustworthy authonty, and such
the mterpretation which seems to me to explam and co-
ordinate the facts in the simplest manner But more hght
15 sadly needed before the enigma presented by the Historses
an be fully and satisfactonly solved. Prof W Lewss Jones,
to whose courtesy I am indebted for much mformation m
reference to the Bern MS, and Mr G B Mathews have for
meyunh-dmmwmphtmnnnedxmnohhtnnm
de for Socuef Gy d and

ty
In the mterests of bterature 1t 15 greatly to be desired that
such an edition should be published at an early day The
dntensslgmﬂtoltbySlrFmdmcHuidmu,uhrnIun
Judge from mnternal evidence, about ten years too ealy, but
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1f the true date 1s 1148, 1t 1s not mprobably a direct transcript
of the author s own MS and represents the last recension but
one of the entire work. In any case, the speling of
names 1s distinctly more satisfactory than mn any of the
extant prmted editions  Of these that edited by San Marte
m 1854 still remams the last and best, but the half century
that has since elapsed has wrought many revolutions, literary
and other, and a new critical edition of Geoffrey’s Hstory by
‘Welsh scholars would be nothing less than an invaluable boon
mnllmtemmdmAn‘.hunu]me

Of previous translations I know ne “ The British
Hastory, mnshtedmtoEngluhﬁv;ngeum of Jefirey of

Printed by ] Bowyer at the Rose i Ludgate Street, H
Clements at’the Half-Moon, and W and ] Innys at the
Pnnces Arms in St Paul’s Churchyard, MDCCXVIII ” This
was republished by J A Giles, LL D, late Fellow of Chnst
Church College, Oxford, n 1842 James Bohn, 12

better not to sj further about
This tion has been made from San Marte’s (Albert
Schulz’s) edition of the onginal Two 1n different
parts of the work, amounting to some six or eight lines
I have omutted, and two or three I bhave shghtly
modified for reasons seem to me sufficient
‘matter of names 1t seemed to me absurd to be fas-

times I have not. Sometumes I have written Ireland or York
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‘where Geofirey has wntten Hiberma or Kaer-Ebrauc, and
thehke When a critical edition of the ongwmnal text appears,
1t will be perhaps worth while to be more In
some few instances I have been troubled with scruples It
15 quite open to question whether 1t 1s better to wnte Brutus
or Bmu as the name of the eponymous hero of Bnitam, and

re than onoe or twice 1t 15 doubtful whether Anglus 15
better rends “ Angle ” or * Enghshman,’ and Francus
by « Frmk ” or “ Frenchman 2 A scruple of another kind
came 0 my way when fealty to Geoffrey seemed to clash
with fealty to Milton I had at first intended to make use
of Milton’s version of the Iincs m which Brute addresses the
oracle of Diana and Diana gives her response T found, how-
ever, that Milton had dehiberately shrunk from translating
the man pomnt of the goddess’s reply, the promise of umiversal
empire to the descendants of Brute I was therefore com-
pelled to substitute a translation of my own  These are the
‘words of Milton from the first edition of his History of Britasn
1670) —

“Consultation had, Brutus taking with hum Gerion hus
Diviner, and twelve of the ancientest, with wonted
montes before the inward shrme of the Goddess, n Verse, as
1t seems the manner was, utters his request, Diwa potens
nemorum, etc

“ Goddess of Shades, and Huntress, who at wall
Walkst on the ro sm.w,md':nmuxhu.edeep,

What cataiy S, whero [ may worshu thee
For aye, with Temples vow'd and Virgin
“To whom, sleeping before the Altar, Diana m a Vision
that night thus answer’d, Brute sub occasum Solis, etc

“ Brutus, far to the West, i th’ Ocean wide
Beyond the Realm of Gaul, -Llnd(ﬁlxcs

1t ‘where Giants
Now voud, it fitts thy people, t]
Thy there shalt thou find a lasting seat

“ These mOﬂgnullyG ‘were put mn Latm, saith
Virunnius, by Gildas, a British Poet, and hum to have bv'd
under Claudius Which granted true, adds much to the
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iv 12-13
Guillamur, King of Ireland, 1x 6, To|

Guitheln, m 13
Gunfast (5“.‘.’,‘9“..,, Kung of the
, 1, 10, 12
Gurgunt Brabtruc, King, m 11-12

daughter of Conmeus,

King of Nocthumbna,( Gweadoles,

Hdd:::st ze Hod,

‘ece

gant of St lmhaehlhum xbg
Hengist

the Pacts Vi 10, given
Lindsey, sends t0 y for
‘more at
Thon, vi

thé Brtons and dnven out,
wi 13, returns, Bnm
a sbury, Vl ls, t:
London and "country,
Vi 36, defeated by Aurshus 3

w5, ‘pnsooer
ll bnms'h v 6, be-

by lnm:d by
etas,

Hﬁm ushand of Regan, Duke

of Bedevere, x o
Hoel, King of Brittany, 1x 2-3, 11,
Holdin, Kine of the Ruten
utens, 1512,
e Dl Reronamme.x 5
Horsus, Saxon, vi 10-13
Hudibras, King, 1 9
Humber, King of the Huns, n 1-2

Brate, 1 10-11,u 1
Dnnnanmw.y,\ 12
3, King

ﬂilhl?ﬂnh,n
jordan of Tmtagel, vin 19

ulius of Caerleon, martyr, v s, s
church at Caerleon, ix' 12, 11 1

Kunoc, Arehbishop of Caes
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Lear, King _becomes king, builds|
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Herculius, commander-

‘Lelcester, among|  m-chief Vs
danghters, u. 11, spurned by | Melga, King of the Picts, v 16-v1 £
Gonenl and | Mempocius, son of Maddan, u
Cordcin m Frances 32, x| Merko mape tuh of, v/ 1718,
caved by Cordelia, u 13, re.|  confutes mm
conquers” Brtam, dies, 19, propheas of, i 34, vl .,
nder the Soar, u’ 14 auéshoted by Auui"
Leil, King, 1 lo-1x, C
Lootegar"Easl of Boulogne, 1x 12,| (iants” " stones e
x wiu 12, mierprets star at AIME'
uncle of Helena, v 8 Ius_death, \i 15, feanstoru
Levss Hamo, commander-n-chuef of um-mnumumm
Cauds, v 12-13
Livius Gallus, Roman general, v

Locrne, son”of Brute; King be'
dd;-h Humm‘,xml'm
wtl

Norway, it 11
Lucaus  the Glonous,* hang, 1 19~

Logus Hibenus, Procurator of
Rome,ix 15-3' 13
Lud, King, m
Lopus, Bishop of Troyes, vi 13
2on of Locnae aad Gu.n

bnh of Albanv and
of Gonenl, u 11-15

Maglauaus, u 15
lmmdwumm V8
o Arvirages, Kung,

v o, amves, v 10, mames
Octavus' , and becomes|
lang, v 11, mvades Bnttany,
v i, Renaes, v 13,

‘makes Toer b

capital, v 14, slan at Rome, v 16

Wmmud Babslo,x 18
1wdde regent, X
‘rown, x 13, detesied ai nm.-
and at

,m 14-15
mxwd.g:fm Gloucester, 1x 12,
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anarmies | Nenuwus, Lrother of Cassbelanaus,
w34

Octa, son of Hengsst, v1 13, viu 6,
8,18 21,23
Octay1us, Duke of the Wisse1, King,
v
King of Northumbna, xu
iag o Nortbumbess,
O, King of Northumbesa,su 17, 13

Pagan, missionary, 1v 1
Pandrasus, hing’ of the Greeks,

1 311
E Duke, settled
ati Spaash
l’uunnr&mnolvuumn w 12,
vin_13-16
Peanda, King of Merca, xn 8,

10, 13
Pelhuf S wizard xu 4-
B e W
=
Peuuu Cotta, senaf
hml, w 17.' 23 15.“ 57,10,
6, x1
Panx, son o‘ Gorbodug,

6
Py camus, Archbishop of York, 1x §

Regan, daughter of Lear, u 11-12
Ruculf, x.:-th Nowway,ix 13
Rutho it slan by Il!.! 3
Ruvallo, son of Cunedag, u 16
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Rodnc, of the Picts, Iv 17

'Rowen,daughter of Hengist,v1 12, 14

Rudauc, King of Cambna, u 17

Sabrina, daughter of Locrme and|
Elklldli.ll 45

ﬂ.x

Segus, Duk of the Allobroges, 1 6
erus, Senator and Legate, v 2
Swillius, son of Martia, King,

w 13-

)
smﬁ: Kuag of Brttany, xu 1,
Spgmards settledin Veland, w12,

Sulpicaus, Pope, 1x 11
Solomes Alber King m Ttaly, u 8

Tenuantius, of Comwall,

Ricaradoc, vin

Unan, Kuig of Moray, 1x 3

Ursula, St, daughter of Diomotus,
v 13,

Uther Pendragon, King _brth of,
Vi 5 fostered by Guechel,
Vi 5, fostered by Budec, vi 8,

Geoffrey’s Historics of Britain

poisaned by Sax
m * Gants' Dance,” v

A 6
v.,,....,, o et o1 Bitter, Kang,

slam by Auxdllli, vin 2
Yortumes, son of Vortigern, v 13-14
Vartipore, King, x1

Widen, Queen of Gorbodug, n 16

Yuuer, King of Loegna, u 17
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Acqumense Brutes ncoey m,
conquered by

Am " Mount (Castle of  Damsels),
7
oq owaied Ehrzlrlls,n 7,
Ebdur at, m 17,

Eosa, vi 6, Uther at, vt 15,
Hmlnnknl x 3
of, 3¢ Ames-

X
at, v 15-16,
Aurels at, vt 9,
the Giants™ set up at, vin 12
See also Stonehenge

Anjou, granted by Artbur to Kay,
x 1
’| Aqutaime, see Acquitame

‘s:::“'*’ i

“Ati Lands at, x 2
P ok, ) ienee
Snmng x 3

Bayeux, Bedevere buned at, x 13

by
u 10, by
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w"ﬁw Earl of, ix 12, “M’ .'m'""v:' 6 Ritho o by
ald slawn at, xn 10 Excter (Kaer Hu d,p.-n) besieged by

Bnttar (Armarica) of I
by  (Amone )u-’x";‘, otch] ol 870 T Y

by Britons, v

Caerleon - bsk l\xmsk\
o - Uk 0

at, 1x 12,
bur, 1% 13, two churches at,) Cop

= 121
Caer., 3co

thn-s. Iﬂlﬂedlw Pucts, 1v 17
Calatennumn, forest Battle

e Bidor Sants i, 17
Caledos, forest of, Artnic s vitor

C.nmL battlc on the, 1¢ Camlan,
x
Dorobernal
by Hudibras, u
battle 2t between Casﬂheh!ms

g
e nd Hpst o vy 19

0|

,G-m.s fountam of, baunted by

Ciante, Danee, see
Gloucester (Kaerg

i) Fowmded v
Cuagdius v 33, Arviragus buned
temple ol Claudios at v 16
Guthlind subject to Arthur, x 10,
cong by Malgo, 1 7

s Port, see Sout

ampton se¢ Southampton

\Hmn.lem, attle of, xu 8
Humber, Ruver, named atter Hum-

Cartisle (Racriei) lu«n\d:d By Lel, ber, hang of the Hum, u 2

u 9, Artheallo %3 17 | teland  conquered by  Arthur,
Cm"”%:m‘“ﬁ'" 3 rx w0, conquared bv Maig,
Chunon, hay dies'at, X 13
Carencestex m,

burat,

Damen, Mount, battle of, vi_18
* Danek of the' Gamts,” s Stomer
mnls subject to Belnus, 1 4,|
By ‘Gurgumt Brabtruc,

, submits to Alﬂ:llr, X 11,

h-xb{e ' Heagst at,

Dorobernia, + ¢ Canterbury, ¢

Douglas, River, battle at, ix 1

Epsford, battle with Hengst at,
w13

70
heat, pven to Heagist, vi 13
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Mount, * D
Xl Mowt, . Duce of the
(Kaerconan), bat
of, vl 5-6

) founded b‘y' Rogte, b
Rntup. te mhu-wd:.n

Lear, u 11,
» 14, taken hry Lihﬂlﬂd.
13

(Kacrhndooit),  Arthur's
wictory at, 1x 3
, @ven to Hengist, vi_11
, Lake, 1 7
Loegna (1'¢ mudiands), named atfer
n 1

Lomond, ‘Loch  Prcts_and sum
starved at, 1x 6, marvels of
x 7

London (Trmovantum, Kaerlud)
founded by Brute, 1 17, Bil-

Ingsgate constructed us,

u 1o, walls bult by Lud, m 20,

Wmmm, battle
ﬂﬂ:nkml of,1x 9
see Normand;
Nommi ‘ranted by Arthur to
s

Norway  conquered bv Arthur,
1x 11, conquered by Malgo,
=7

Mavhtama, Brate
Moray, Unan

[ Clauds
e v o Ar e,
conquered by Malgo,

7
Paladur, Mount, s¢ Shaftesbury,

Kaerpens) | Claudn
T at, e Eo ’-mdd;
i, v, Tedhern lands o

Rennes, captured by Mavamian,
vi3

Geoffrey’s Histories of Britain

Ruchborough (Rutop) Casar lands
atav o, | tres to land
ag v

ttle at, between
x

¢ Sevem, gv

MichaeTs Mount, Brttany,
.\hy! gant on, x 3,

“Scythia* Pacts come fo Cuth-
17,

sccks 10 of Pts 1. v 3

named after Sabrma,

Shaftesbury (Mount Paladur)
mu‘ﬂw o v
of, xu x

Silch
s, i g
Sou lez Lear bured under,
valley of, battle m, x 6-11
ss::.:..m (Himo's Port, Ttamp-

ton) n: Hamo,

St

Totnes” Brate 13,

Vespasu o 2t ) King
an at, v 1o,
Constantme lands at,
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Trier, made capital by Maxmuan,
S
Tanovasfum, s ¢ London, gv

York
Veralam _ battle of, between Uther| > fotmded

and Octa, \mu 23,
at, v 24

Walbrook (N-atgallim) - London

estimania, named after Manus,

er (haergum) fomnded by
besteged

Hudibras, 1
Claudrus, 1% Areeis, dies
ragon pre

at, vm 14,

9,
14
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Sented by Uther to soe of, v 16,
Vordred defeated at, 11
Wianed, mer, battle af

(Kaerebre,  Eboracum)

by Ebrincus, n 7, Cassi-

belann\u buned at, v 11, arch-
3

s s

restored by Artbur, 1x 8
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* AvTaRs of the Philem, 1 11
Archbishoprics created, 1v 19
Augury, 1 11

Baths at Bath, delicated to M
erva, u 10, of healmg, vin 11
o Al'lhllll dream of draj

s, v
14-15
Bloed, o be sprnkled on founda
ower, vi_19
Balre inde, vt for” setting out
of castle, vi 11
under nver

etc
asbes placed

Bunal, (lBXl.
n o1,

on_top of
us), i 10, on top of
pyramid (Vortimer), vi' 14, with
m_Stonel (Aurelius, ‘Utber,
Constantine), viu 16, 24, X1

Change of form by magic, vu 4,/
Uther and (,adms, s 20

Dulrsnﬂ Satonms, M1 10
e
kinglom by Brute,
"o, h 1
L\m nes, -mnp, ‘borme by four queens,

fon Dn«ms_ 319, Vu 3, vin 1415,

17,3
Dream Bm:‘fs. of Duna. 3,11,
and bear,
b

i~ 6
pmn i tat Mg

Eenbatiang and nd encasing in brazea
1mage (Cadwallo), xu 13

Emlmhrn puduad by

10
of Bath, n

Epouymeus.
10, of mmppu, m_ 10, of
2| Catlisle, Corntwall,

*| Fatber slawm by son,

Female, successton ﬂaouh etc,
1 3,m 6,V 601

Festivals celebrated by men and
‘women severally, iz 13



Floh, human, sossted and eaten,
Flyhcf at (Bladud), n 10

Gt o, T 1T O St
Michacls 3
Healng m stones, v 11,
o eayers of Dby s 13
Janus,u 14
7
Yaws  Molmutme, n 17, Lex
Martiana, m 13
Lot, division of countrv by, 1 16
“Martelo tomers” set up by
Ma m,mlztlng , V1 1
Minstrel, Blegathed, m 19
[ el 3
Nephew, succession of, etc, v 9,
&n 1x z,g,xl 58
Nt ™13 (Augur and 12 elders),
1 11, Ixoco vigms, 16,
ual, 1x 7, * 12 Peers of Gaul,”
x 12, 6,666 n battalion,
z

HM-M of blood
famme, xu 15

Fewnge
g by e
3 Pﬁﬂzh ‘:u

Sacmtics to feer god (1), 3

s.nmuq ties, 1
a
3 b 7
at x
Stonchenge maf:)d
see £ N
wvirtue
B Acal 3
m 14

Virgins, 11,000, v 16
fotce, speakng m thunder, xi 17

W
Walls, Roman, v o
cover e | 3, of Bladud, i 1o,
e wad Mo vt 13100
gem -39,
Edwin agamst Cadwallo,
Wmnhmazmm..u,nf'u
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