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Encyclical Letter
(Diwvini Redemptoris)

TOTHEPATRIARCHS, PRIMATES, ARCHBISHOPS,
BISHOPS AND OTHER CORDINARIES IN PEACE
AND COMMUNION WITH THE APOSTOLIC SEE.

On Atheistic Communism
POPE PIUS XI

VENERABLE BRETHREN,
HEALTH AND APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION :

HE promise of a Redeemer brightens the first

page of the history of mankind, and the confi-
fident hope aroused by this promise softened the
keen regret for a paradise which had been lost. It
was this hope that accompanied the human race
on its weary journey, until in the fullness of time
the expected Saviour came to begin a new universal
civilization, the Christian civilization, far superior
even to that which up to this time had been labori-
ously achieved by certain more privileged nations.

2. Nevertheless, the struggle between good and
evil remained in the world as a sad legacy of the
original fall. Nor has the ancient tempter ever
ceased to deceive mankind with false pronuses, It
is on this account that one convulsion following
upon another has marked the passage of the cen-
turies, down to the revolution of our own days.
This modern revolution, it may be said, has actually
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